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FRACTURES (Suspicious for abuse given context) 
 

HIGH SPECIFICITY 
FOR ABUSE 

MODERATE SPECIFICITY 
FOR ABUSE 

LOW SPECIFICITY 
FOR ABUSE 

Classic metaphyseal 
lesions (CML)  

Multiple fractures, especially 
bilateral 

Subperiosteal new bone 

Rib fractures Fractures of different ages Clavicle fractures 

Scapula fracture Epiphyseal separation Long bone shaft 

Spinous process  Vertebral body Linear skull fracture 

Sternum fracture Finger, toe fractures  

 Complex skull fracture  


