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TYPES OF CLIA CERTIFICATES 
https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-

Guidance/Legislation/CLIA/downloads//TYPES_OF_CLIA_CERTIFICATES.pdf 

Certificate of Waiver 
This certificate is issued to a laboratory to perform only waived tests. 

Certificate for Provider-Performed Microscopy Procedures (PPMP) 
This certificate is issued to a laboratory in which a physician, mid-level practitioner or dentist 
performs no tests other than the microscopy procedures. This certificate permits the laboratory to 
also perform waived tests. 

Certificate of Registration 
This certificate is issued to a laboratory that enables the entity to conduct moderate or high 
complexity laboratory testing or both until the entity is determined by survey to be in compliance 
with the CLIA regulations. 

Certificate of Compliance 
This certificate is issued to a laboratory after an inspection that finds the laboratory to be in 
compliance with all applicable CLIA requirements. 

Certificate of Accreditation 
This is a certificate that is issued to a laboratory on the basis of the laboratory's accreditation by an 
accreditation organization approved by HCFA. 

DO I Need A CLIA Certificate for more than one location

You will need a CLIA certificate for each location where you perform testing unless you qualify for 
one of the exceptions listed below.

•Laboratories that are not at a fixed location; that is, laboratories that move from testing site to
testing site, such as mobile units providing laboratory testing, health screening fairs, or other
temporary testing locations may be covered under the certificate of the designated primary site or
home base, using its address.

•Not-for-profit or Federal, State or local government laboratories that engage in limited public
health testing, may file a single application.

•Laboratories within a hospital that are located at contiguous buildings on the same campus and
under common direction may file a single application for the laboratory sites within the same
physical location or street address.

Contact your State Agency if you have questions or you are filing a single application for more than 
one testing site.

To obtain further information, please contact your State Survey Agency or CMS  Regional Office. 
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