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National Drug Codes (NDC) 

The NDC, or National Drug Code, is a unique 10-digit, 3-segment number. It is a universal product identifier 
for human drugs in the United States. The code is present on all nonprescription (OTC) and prescription 
medication packages and inserts in the US. 

The 3 segments of the NDC identify the labeler, the product, and the commercial package size. 

• The first set of numbers in the NDC identifies the labeler (manufacturer, re-packager, or distributer).

• The second set of numbers is the product code, which identifies the specific strength, dosage form (i.e., capsule,
tablet, liquid) and formulation of a drug for a specific manufacturer.

• The third set is the package code, which identifies package sizes and types. The labeler code is assigned by the
FDA, while the product and package code are assigned by the labeler.

NDC Reporting Guidelines 

An NDC is required for pharmaceuticals that are dispensed from a pharmacy and physician-administered drugs in an 
office/clinic (i.e. FQHC/RHCs, dialysis facilities) or outpatient facility/hospital setting. 

• Provider must submit an 11-digit National Drug Code (NDC) associated with the administered drug.

Generally the NDC number on the package is a 10 digit number and must be expanded to 11 digits by

inserting a “0” in the appropriate spot.

• NDC codes should be reported according to the format set out by the National Drug Code Directory.

• NDC codes contain 3 segments each with a set number of characters.

• NDC codes MUST be billed with the N4 qualifier before the 11 digit NDC code, when billing on a paper claim
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Placement of an NDC when filing a paper claim: 

NDC should be entered in the shaded sections of item 24A through 24G.  
To enter NDC information, begin at 24A by entering the qualifier N4 and then the 11 digit NDC information. 

• A complete list of NDC codes and additional information can be found at:

https://www.fda.gov/drugs/informationondrugs/ucm142438.htm 
Or 

http://www.cms.gov/McrPartBDrugAvgSalesPrice/01a19_2010aspfiles.asp 
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