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Uniting for Ukraine

▪ Our lab is available to offer testing required for the 
program (QFT, smear/culture/GeneXpert, etc.)

▪ CDC is requiring the laboratory to report workload 
data for Uniting for Ukraine.

▪ Please write “U4U” in the top right hand corner of 
all lab requisitions sent as part of the program.

▪ We will be able to provide some extra tubes to 
ensure testing availability.
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Example:
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PCR for culture ID of TB -Update

▪ AccuProbe DNA probes will be discontinued by the 
end of 2022.

▪ Our laboratory is implementing an in-house 
developed real-time PCR for the ID of M. 
tuberculosis and M. avium complex from culture.

▪ Proof of concept has been completed and 
validation is in process.

▪ There should be no real noticeable change for you.
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4 Month Regimen

▪ Bassline molecular DSTs for INH, PZA, RIF, and 
fluoroquinolones.

▪ Phenotypic DSTs for RIF, INH, PZA, and MOX.
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Phenotypic DST changes

▪ Our lab plans to implement Sensititre for second 
line DST.

▪ Additionally, we will look into validating the most 
critical second line drugs (including Moxifloxacin) in 
MGIT.
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Molecular DST

▪ We are currently working with the Division of 
Molecular Biology to bring sequencing in-house.

▪ The Core Sequencing Unit is working on the 
necessary QA measures to be compliant with CLIA 
regulations.

▪ We are looking into using GeneXpert to perform 
the necessary molecular testing.
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Questions?

▪ Rich’s office: 443-681-3944

▪ Main Lab extension: 443-681-3950

▪ Email: richard.oatis@maryland.gov

8


