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Health Care Reform 

2 

Under the Affordable Care Act (ACA) it is anticipated that more 
patients will obtain health insurance or qualify for Medicaid.         
 http://www.hhs.gov/healthcare/facts/bystate/md.html 

Free clinical services funded by federal/state/county grants 
may decrease over time.  Therefore, the need to obtain payer 
reimbursement for covered services will be heightened. 

New health plans policies must provide coverage for 
recommended vaccines without deductibles or copays, when 
delivered by an in-network provider or entity. 



Coding and Billing Outline  
for Flu Immunizations 
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Section 1 - Flu vaccine  

Section 2 - Administration of the flu vaccine  

Section 3 - Medicare flu vaccine coding 

Section 4 - Medicare roster billing 

Section 5 - Medicaid/MCOs VFC flu vaccine 
SE modifier 



Coding & Billing Key Terminology 
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CPT = Current Procedural Terminology (Procedure Code) 

ICD-9 = International Classification of Diseases, Ninth Revision   
   (Diagnosis Code) 

HCPCS Level II = Healthcare Common Procedure Coding 
System. Used to code/bill for Medicare flu immunization services. 

NDC numbers = National Drug Code numbers 

NPI = National Provider Identifier 

Payer = Common industry reference for health insurance carriers 

Medicare Part B = Coverage for professional medical services. 

MCO = Managed Care Organization 
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- SECTION 1 - 

FLU VACCINES 



Flu Immunization  
Billing & Reimbursement 
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Reimbursement is determined by: 
• Accurate coding  

o Vaccine given 
o Administration of vaccine 

• LHDs fee schedule 
• Payer participation/contracting status 
• Payer contracted/out-of-network fee schedule 
• Clean claim 
• Timely filing issues 
• Patient sliding fee scale for non-insured 
• Patient collections 
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Flu Vaccine CPT Codes  
90654 - Influenza virus vaccine, split virus, preservative-free, for 

intradermal use 

90655 - Influenza virus vaccine, trivalent, split virus, preservative 
free,  administered to children 6-35 months of age, for IM 
use 

90656 - influenza virus vaccine, trivalent, split virus, preservative 
free, when administered to individuals 3 years and older, 
for IM use 

90657 - Influenza virus vaccine, trivalent, split virus, when 
administered to children 6-35 months of age, for 
intramuscular use 

90658 - Influenza virus vaccine, trivalent, split virus, when 
administered to individuals 3 years of age and older, for 
intramuscular use 
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Flu Vaccine CPT Codes (continued) 

90660 - Influenza virus vaccine, trivalent, live, for intranasal use 
 
90672 - Influenza virus vaccine, quadrivalent, live, for intranasal use 
 
90685 - Influenza virus vaccine, quadrivalent, split virus, preservative 

free, when administered to children 6-35 months of age, for 
intramuscular use 

 
90686 - Influenza virus vaccine, quadrivalent, split virus, 

preservative free, when administered to individuals 3 years 
of age and older, for intramuscular use 
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90687 - Influenza virus vaccine, quadrivalent, split virus, when 
administered to children 6-35 months of age, for 
intramuscular use 

 
90688 - Influenza virus vaccine, quadrivalent, split virus, when 

administered to individuals 3 years of age and older, for 
intramuscular use 

 
90662 - Influenza virus vaccine, split virus, preservative free, 

enhanced immunogenicity via increased antigen content, 
for intramuscular use 

 
90664 - Influenza virus vaccine, pandemic formulation, live, for 

intranasal use 

Flu Vaccine CPT Codes (continued) 



Resources for 
Coding and Billing Immunization Services  
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Pediatric 2013-2014  CDC Influenza Vaccine Price List includes 
NDC numbers: 
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/vfc/awardees/vaccine-
management/price-list/index.html#adflu 
 
Adult 2013-2014 CDC Influenza Vaccine Price List includes NDC 
numbers: 
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/vfc/awardees/vaccine-
management/price-list/index.html#adflu 
 
CDC Vaccine Price List includes NDC numbers 
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/vfc/awardees/vaccine-
management/price-list/index.html#adflu 
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- SECTION 2 - 

ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE FLU VACCINE 
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Administration  CPT Codes 
Adults (age 19 and older) and children w/o counseling 

90471 – Immunization administration by injection; 1 vaccine 
(single or combination vaccine/toxoid) 

 
90472 – Immunization administration injection); each 

additional vaccine (Add-on Code) 
 
90473 – Immunization administration by intranasal or oral 

route; 1 vaccine (single or combination 
vaccine/toxoid) 

 
90474 – Immunization administration by intranasal or oral 

route; each additional vaccine (Add-on Code)  
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Administration of Vaccines w/Counseling 
CPT Codes restricted to age 18 or younger 

90460 – Immunization administration through 18 years of age 
via any route of administration, with counseling by 
physician or other qualified health care professional; 
first or only component of each vaccine or toxoid 
administered. 

 
90461 – Immunization administration through 18 years of age 

via any route of administration, with counseling by 
physician or other qualified health care professional; 
each additional vaccine or toxoid component 
administered (list separately in addition to code for 
primary procedure). 



*If a clinical staff member performs vaccine administration with or without counseling 
under the supervision of the provider and, reports the service under the supervising 
provider, CPT codes 90471-90474 must be reported.​ 14 

When vaccine counseling is provided with the administration service by 
an independently reportable provider*, the following administration CPT 
code(s) are reported for each component/toxoid administered.  When 
reporting multiple vaccines on the same date of service, CPT 90460 
should be reported with a quantity equal to the number of sera 
administered.  CPT 90461 should be reported with a quantity equal to 
the number of additional components within the product administered.  
More than one Primary Procedure Code can be reported on the same 
date of service when billing the administration with counseling services. 

Administration of Vaccine w/Counseling 
CPT Codes restricted to age 18 or younger 
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- SECTION 3 - 

MEDICARE FLU VACCINE 
CODING 



Medicare Part B 
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 Provider must be enrolled in Medicare and accept assignment 

 Covers one flu shot per flu season 

 Deductibles and coinsurance are not applied 

 Medicare recognizes - HCPCS Level II codes Q2035-Q2039 for 
flu vaccine services  

 Flu administration code - G0008 

 ICD-9 Code - V04.81 

The complete 2012-2013 Immunizers’ Question & Answer Guide to 
Medicare Part B, Medicaid and CHIP Coverage of Seasonal Influenza and 
Pneumococcal Vaccinations can be found at: 
 
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Prevention/Immunizations/Downloads/2012-
2013_Flu_Guide.pdf 
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Medicare Influenza and Pneumococcal 
Vaccination Benefits:  

 
“Governmental entities, such as public health 
clinics, may bill Medicare for the seasonal 
influenza virus vaccine administered to 
Medicare beneficiaries when services are 
provided free of charge to non-Medicare 
patients.”  

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services  
 
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Prevention/Immuniza
tions/Downloads/2012-2013_Flu_Guide.pdf  

http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Prevention/Immunizations/Downloads/2012-2013_Flu_Guide.pdf


Medicare HCPCS Vaccine Codes 
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Q2034 – Influenza, Agriflu, Medicare 

Q2035 – Influenza, Afluria, Medicare 

Q2036 – Influenza, Flulaval, Medicare 

Q2037 – Influenza, Fluvirin, Medicare 

Q2038 – Influenza, Fluzone, Medicare 

Q2039 – Influenza, NOS, Medicare 

G0008  - Influenza administration code 
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- SECTION 4 - 

MEDICARE 
ROSTER BILLING 



Medicare Roster Billing 
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The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) defines a 

Mass Immunization Roster Biller as a Medicare-enrolled provider 

that offers seasonal influenza virus and/or pneumococcal 

vaccinations to a large number of individuals (for example, the 

general public or members of a retirement community).  Provider 

must be enrolled and accept assignment. 
 
QUICK REFERENCE INFORMATION: Medicare Immunization 
Billing  can be found at: 

http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-
MLN/MLNProducts/downloads/qr_immun_bill.pdf 



Complete instructions on roster billing for immunizations can be found in 
Medicare Claims Processing Manual: 
http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-
Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/clm104c18.pdf 

The roster must contain at a minimum the following information: 
 Provider name and number; 
 Date of service; 
 Control number for contractor; 
 Patient's health insurance claim number; 
 Patient's name; 
 Patient's address; 
 Date of birth; 
 Patient's sex; and 
 Beneficiary's signature or stamped "signature on file”. 

 

Medicare Roster Billing 
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- SECTION 5 - 

MEDICAID/MCOs VFC  
FLU VACCINE MODIFIER 



Billing Medicaid/MCOs  
VFC Flu Vaccine 
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To appropriately bill pediatric immunizations provided with 
vaccines from the Vaccine For Children (VFC) stock administered 
to Medicaid and Medicaid MCO covered patients: 
 
 Report the appropriate vaccine product CPT code(s) with the 

SE modifier appended to each code with an established fee. 
 

 Do NOT bill a separate CPT vaccine administration code to 
Medicaid/Medicaid MCO. 



Coding Examples for Flu Vaccines 
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HCPCS Code Modifier Code Description IDC9 Code

Q2034 Influenza, Agriflu, Medicare

G0008 Flu Administration, Medicare

CPT Code Modifier Code Description IDC-9 Code

90654 Influenza Virus Vaccine, split virus, preservative-free, intradermal use

90471 Vaccine administration, 

CPT Code Modifier Code Description IDC-9 Code

90658 SE Influenza virus vaccine, split virus, 3 yrs and olders dosage, for IM use V04.81

CPT Code Modifier Code Description IDC-9 Code

90654 Influenza Virus Vaccine, split virus, preservative-free, intradermal use

90460
Immunization administration through 18 years of age via any route of administration, 
with counseling by physician or other qualified health care professional; first or only 
component of each vaccine or toxoid component administered

CPT Code Modifier Code Description IDC-9 Code

90660 Influenza virus vaccine, live, intranasal use

90473
Immunization administration by intranasal or oral route; 1 vaccine (single or combination 
vaccine/toxoid)

V04.81

Example of Billing a Commercial Payer FluMist Vaccine Children 18 yrs of age without Counseling

V04.81

Example of Billing Medicare for the Flu Vaccine

V04.81

Example of Billing a Commercial Payer for the Flu Vaccine

V04.81

Example of Billing Medicaid/MCO VFC Patient for the Flu Vaccine

Example of Billing a Commercial Payer Flu Vaccine Children under 18 yrs of age and with Counseling



Additional Billing Guidelines 
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 Verify that the CPT code matches the vaccine.  

 Verify that the NDC number matches the vaccine. 

 Monitor, review and update your codes regularly. 

 Monitor the cost of the vaccine on a regular basis.   
The vaccine cost should not exceed the charge. 

 Monitor and reconcile vaccine inventory 
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Medicare Resources for 
Coding and Billing Immunization Services  

Mass Immunizers and Roster Billing: 
Simplified Billing for Influenza Virus and Pneumococcal Vaccinations 
 
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-
MLN/MLNProducts/downloads/Mass_Immunize_Roster_Bill_factsheet_ICN907275.pdf 

 

Medicare Claims Processing Manual 
 
http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-
Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/clm104c18.pdf 
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Questions 
 & 

Answers 

Please note that  information contained in this presentation is time 
sensitive and may change as  federal and state regulations are updated. 



Additional  Immunization Billing Webinars 

Immunization Billing Project Webinar Session – II 

Immunization Coding and Billing Basics 
September 26, 2013 

10:00 AM through 12:00 PM 
 

Immunization Billing Project Webinar Series – III 

Insurance Carrier Basics and Revenue 
Cycle/Billing Management 

October 10, 2013 
10:00 AM through 12:00 PM 
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About SHR Associates, Inc. 
Since 1981, SHR Associates, Inc. has been dedicated to providing physicians and 
practice managers with the business tools and resources necessary to operate 
successfully in today’s ever-changing health care environment.  

About  C. Perkey, RN, CMPE 
Ms. Perkey is a registered nurse and a certified medical practice executive (CMPE) with 
over 30 years of combined clinical and administrative experience. Her extensive 
experience with billing and third party reimbursement issues has enabled her to utilize 
her expertise in analyzing accounts receivable and maximizing reimbursement for many 
of SHR’s clients.  She has also led SHR’s efforts in re-engineering the internal 
operations for community health centers, and medical practices, and successfully 
planned and executed several major practice relocations.  She has led SHR’s 
consulting team in evaluating the “readiness” of all of Maryland’s 24 Local Health 
Departments to respond to the changes associated with the Affordable Care Act relative 
to billing for the professional services they provide in the communities that they serve. 
 
Ms. Perkey is a council member for the Maryland School-Based Health Center Policy 
Advisory Council and a member of the National and Maryland Chapter of Medical 
Group Management Association (MGMA.)  

SHR Associates, Inc. 
130 Admiral Cochrane Drive, Suite 102 / Annapolis, MD 21401 

Voice 410.897.9888 / www.shrassociatesinc.com 
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