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Maryland





Request for Public Comments on Proposed Regulations for 
Charitable Community Food Facilities (“Excluded Organizations”)

June 23, 2023

The Office of Food Protection (OFP) in the Maryland Department of Health (MDH) has drafted a proposal to create a separate chapter of regulations for preparing, handling, and serving food at a charitable community food facility. This chapter of regulations, Code of Maryland Regulations (COMAR) 10.15.13, is not yet finalized, and OFP is seeking input from individuals and organizations who may be affected by these changes.   

“Charitable community food facility” includes a volunteer fire company or bona fide nonprofit fraternal, civic, war veterans’, religious, or charitable organization or corporation that does not serve food to the public more often than 4 days per week, except that once a year an organization may serve food to the public for up to 30 consecutive days. “Charitable community food facility” does not include a facility licensed or regulated under COMAR 10.15.03. A community charitable food facility is the same thing as an “excluded organization,” as defined in Maryland statute (Article Health-General §21–301). This proposal renames “excluded organizations” as “community charitable food facilities” to use a more descriptive term. 

The current regulations for food service by these facilities (COMAR 10.15.03.26) are difficult to understand, as it makes numerous references to other sections of food service facility regulations. The existing regulations also do not provide a way for home-prepared foods to be served at an event hosted by a community charitable food facility. 

This proposal creates a new chapter of regulations for the safe handling of foods at events hosted by charitable community food facilities that is separate from the regulations for licensed food service facilites. These changes will make the regulations easier to read and understand, while also allowing charitable community food facilities to serve home-prepared foods if a certified food handler is present and available to provide guidance and training on safe food preparation and handling. These regulations only apply to public events.
If you would like to submit comments on this proposal, please use the table below. Comments can be submitted to the Office of Food Protection at [email address] by [date]. General questions about this proposal can also be directed to the Office of Food Protection without using the comment form.
OFP will review all comments received and may make changes to the proposal based on those comments. OFP will then submit the proposal to be printed in the Maryland Register for a 30 day public comment period. Both critical and supportive comments are valuable feedback, and our office appreciates your time and effort!

COMAR 10.15.13 – Community Charitable Food Facilities (proposed)

Instructions: Please refer to the regulation and section in the draft proposal. See example below.
[image: image1.png]Regulation —— .01 Scope
A. This chapter only applies to a charitable community food facility, as defined in

Section / Regulation .02 of this chapter, which:

(1) Is a volunteer fire company or a bona fide non-profit fraternal, civic, war veterans’,
religious, or charitable organization

(2) Is not licensed as a food service facility, bed and breakfast, semi-permanent food
service, or retail food manufacturer;

(3) Does not serve food to the public more often than 4 days per week except that once
a year an organization may serve food to the public for up to 30 consecutive days.

Subsection




Comment Form
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	Do you want updates about this proposal?
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