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15.05.02.01

.01 Scope of Regulations.

This chapter sets forth the procedure for a county board of education to:

A. Develop and implement in its schools and on school grounds an integrated pest management system; and

B. Notify a parent or guardian of a student attending a public school, a student, or a school staff member before a
pesticide is applied in a school building or on school grounds during the school year.



15.05.02.02

.02 Definitions.

A. In this chapter, the following terms have the meanings indicated.

B. Terms Defined.

(1) "Bait" means an insecticide or rodenticide mixed with a food material that attracts a pest.

(2) "Bait station" means a container enclosing an insecticide or rodenticide bait.

(3) "Contact person" means an individual:

(a) Knowledgeable about integrated pest management; and

(b) Designated by a county board to act as a contact for inquiries about the integrated pest management system.

(4) "Crack and crevice treatment" means the application of small amounts of a pesticide in a building into openings
such as those commonly found:

(a) At expansion joints;

(b) Between levels of construction; and

(c) Between equipment and floors.

(5) "Department" means the Maryland Department of Agriculture or its designee.

(6) "Emergency" means a sudden need to mitigate or eliminate a pest which threatens the health or safety of a student
or staff member.

(7) "Integrated pest management" means a managed pest control program in which methods are integrated and used
to keep pests from causing economic, health-related, or aesthetic injury through the utilization of site or pest inspections,
pest population monitoring, evaluating the need for control, and the use of one or more pest control methods, including
sanitation, structural repair, nonchemical methods, and, when nontoxic options are unreasonable or have been exhausted,
pesticides, in order to:

(a) Minimize the use of pesticides; and

(b) Minimize the risk to human health and the environment associated with pesticide applications.

(8) Pesticide.

(a) "Pesticide" means a substance or mixture of substances intended for:

(i) Preventing, destroying, repelling, or mitigating a pest;

(ii) Use as a plant regulator, defoliant, or desiccant; or

(iii) Use as a spray adjuvant, such as a wetting agent or adhesive.

(b) "Pesticide" does not include:

(i) An antimicrobial agent, such as a disinfectant, sanitizer, or deodorizer, used for cleaning purposes; or

(ii) A bait station.

(9) "School" means a public school in the public elementary and secondary system of the State.



(10) "School year" means that period during the year defined by each county board of education when public schools
are regularly open for students.

(11) Space Spraying.

(a) "Space spraying" means an application of pesticide by discharge into the air throughout an entire room or area
by a fogger or aerosol device.

(b) "Space spraying" does not include crack and crevice treatment.

(12) Staff Member.

(a) "Staff member" means an employee of a school system.

(b) "Staff member" includes an administrator, teacher, or other support personnel.

(c) "Staff member" does not include:

(i) A registered employee or pest control applicator certified by the Department; or

(ii) An individual assisting in the application of a pesticide.

(13) "Universal notification" means written notice by a school to all parents, guardians, and staff members.



15.05.02.03

.03 Integrated Pest Management System.

A. County Board of Education Requirements.

(1) Each county board of education shall:

(a) Develop and implement for its schools an integrated pest management system approved by the Department;
and

(b) File a written integrated pest management plan with the Department for approval.

(2) When any change is made to the integrated pest management system, the county board of education shall submit
the revised integrated pest management plan to the Department for approval before the initiation of the new plan.

B. The integrated pest management system of a county board of education shall meet the following minimum
requirements:

(1) Have an integrated pest management policy;

(2) Have a policy on pest management roles and responsibilities of decision makers, including the name, address, and
telephone number of the contact person;

(3) Have procedures for conducting the pest control program, including pest management objectives;

(4) Have procedures for regular inspection and monitoring activities to determine the presence and distribution of
pests;

(5) Have standards to determine the:

(a) Severity of pest infestation; and

(b) Need for corrective action;

(6) Require each school:

(a) To make records documenting:

(i) Pest sightings;

(ii) Pest control procedures; and

(iii) Any communications to students and staff members regarding integrated pest management or pesticide use;
and

(b) To maintain these records for 2 years and make these records immediately available, on request, to the
Department.

(7) Have pest management strategies, including sanitation, structural repair, physical, cultural, and biological control,
nonchemical methods and pesticide application, when nontoxic options are unreasonable or have been exhausted;

(8) Provide education and training of staff members, students and parents or guardians in integrated pest
management procedures;

(9) Require an annual evaluation of:

(a) Integrated pest management strategies; and

(b) Program quality assurance; and



(10) Have procedures for notification of a parent or guardian of a student attending the school and of a staff member
at the school before a pesticide is applied in a school building or on school grounds.
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.04 Information for Parent, Guardian, or Staff Member.

A. School Notice Requirement.

(1) At the beginning of each school year, each school shall include notice of the school's integrated pest management
system in the school calendar or other universal notification.

(2) The notice required in §A(1) of this regulation shall include the following information:

(a) A statement that explains the school's integrated pest management system;

(b) A list of the common name of any pesticide or bait station that may be used in a school building or on school
grounds;

(c) The name, address, and telephone number of the contact person;

(d) A statement that the contact person maintains the product label and material safety data sheet of each pesticide
or bait station used in a school building or on school grounds;

(e) A statement that the:

(i) Product label or material safety data sheet is available for review by a parent, guardian, staff member, or
student attending the school; and

(ii) Contact person is available for information or comment; and

(f) Instructions for including a parent, guardian, or staff member on a pesticide notification list provided for in §B of
this regulation.

(3) After the beginning of a school year, a school shall provide the written information required by this regulation to a:

(a) Parent or guardian of a newly enrolled student; and

(b) Newly employed staff member.

(4) The written notice shall be approved by the Department before distribution.

B. Pesticide Notification List.

(1) At the beginning of each school year, each middle school or high school shall develop a pesticide notification list of
each staff member and of each parent or guardian of a student attending the school who requests in writing prior
notification of a pesticide application made during the school year in the school building or on school grounds.

(2) The school shall:

(a) Keep the pesticide notification list current; and

(b) Add names upon written request by a:

(i) Parent or guardian of a student attending the school; or

(ii) Staff member.

(3) The school shall make the pesticide notification list available to the Department, upon request.
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.05 Notification of a Pesticide Application in an Elementary School Building or on
School Grounds.

A. During the school year, each school that enrolls elementary school students shall notify each parent or guardian of a
student attending the school and each staff member:

(1) At least 24 hours before a pesticide is applied in a school building or on school grounds; and

(2) For emergency pest control:

(a) Within 24 hours after a pesticide is applied, or

(b) On the next school day, as provided in Regulation .09 of this chapter.

B. The following information shall be provided in the notification required by §A of this regulation:

(1) Common name of the pesticide applied;

(2) Location of the application;

(3) Date and time of the application;

(4) The following language: "The Office of Pesticide Programs of the United States Environmental Protection Agency
has stated: `Where possible, persons who potentially are more sensitive, such as pregnant women and infants (less than 2
years old), should avoid any unnecessary pesticide exposure'";

(5) A brief description, approved by the Department, of potential adverse effects, based upon the material safety data
sheet of the pesticide applied; and

(6) Reason for the emergency application, if applicable.

C. The school shall provide notification by a written notice sent home with each student or provided to each staff
member.

D. For application on school grounds, the notice of the planned date and time of application may specify that weather
conditions or other extenuating circumstances may cause the actual date of application to be postponed to a later date or
dates.

E. If the actual date of application is more than 14 days later than the planned date provided in the notice, notice of the
application required under this regulation shall be reissued.
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.06 Notification of a Pesticide Application in a Middle School Building or High
School Building or on School Grounds.

A. During the school year, each middle school or high school shall notify each parent or guardian and staff member on
the pesticide notification list, as provided in Regulation .04B of this chapter:

(1) At least 24 hours before a pesticide is applied in a school building or on school grounds; and

(2) For emergency pest control:

(a) Within 24 hours after a pesticide is applied, or

(b) On the next school day, as provided in Regulation .09 of this chapter.

B. The following information shall be provided in the notification required by §A of this regulation:

(1) Common name of the pesticide applied;

(2) Location of the application;

(3) Date and time of the application;

(4) The following language: "The Office of Pesticide Programs of the United States Environmental Protection Agency
has stated: `Where possible, persons who potentially are more sensitive, such as pregnant women and infants (less than 2
years old), should avoid any unnecessary pesticide exposure'";

(5) A brief description, approved by the Department, of potential adverse effects based upon the material safety data
sheet of the pesticide applied; and

(6) Reason for the emergency application, if applicable.

C. The school may provide prior notification by:

(1) A written notice sent home with the student or provided to the staff member;

(2) A telephone call;

(3) Direct contact; or

(4) A written notice mailed at least 3 days before the application.

D. For application on school grounds, the notice of the planned date and time of application may specify that weather
conditions or other extenuating circumstances may cause the actual date of application to be postponed to a later date or
dates.

E. If the actual date of application is more than 14 days later than the planned date provided in the notice, notice of the
application required under this regulation shall be reissued.
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.07 Notification of Space Spraying.

A. Except as provided by Regulation .09 of this chapter, each school that intends to use space spraying in a school
building shall provide written notice to each parent or guardian and staff member at least 1 week before the application.

B. The written notice shall be sent home with each student or provided to each staff member.

C. The notice shall:

(1) Be on a separate paper sheet at least 8-1/2 by 11 inches in size; and

(2) Contain:

(a) Common name of pesticide to be used;

(b) Location of space spraying;

(c) Planned date and time of space spraying;

(d) The following language: "The Office of Pesticide Programs of the United States Environmental Protection Agency
has stated: `Where possible, persons who potentially are more sensitive, such as pregnant women and infants (less than 2
years old), should avoid any unnecessary pesticide exposure'";

(e) A brief description, approved by the Department, of the pesticide to be applied, if the pesticide is not addressed
in the notice as provided by Regulation .04 of this chapter;

(f) A brief description of potential adverse effects based upon the material safety data sheet of the pesticide to be
applied; and

(g) The name and telephone number of the contact person.
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.08 In-School Notification.

A. Pesticide Application in a School Building.

(1) Each school system shall develop an appropriate means of in-school notification to students and staff before a
pesticide is applied in a middle school building or high school building.

(2) The in-school notification shall include a sign or notice posted:

(a) At the room or area of the pesticide application; and

(b) Either:

(i) At the primary entrance to the school, or

(ii) In a central school location accessible to parents, guardians, students, and staff.

(3) In-school notification to students and staff may also include:

(a) Oral announcements; or

(b) Written notices.

(4) The notice or sign shall include the following information:

(a) "Caution—Pesticide Application";

(b) Common name of the pesticide applied;

(c) Location of the application;

(d) Date of the application; and

(e) Contact person for additional information, including information on potential adverse effects.

(5) The notice or sign shall remain posted for at least 48 hours after a pesticide is applied.

B. Bait Station.

(1) Each school system shall provide in-school notification to students and staff before a bait station is used in any
school.

(2) The in-school notification shall include a sign or notice posted on the door of the room or primary entrance to the
area in which the bait station is placed.

(3) The notice or sign shall include the following information:

(a) "Caution-Pesticide Application";

(b) Common name of the pesticide applied;

(c) Date the bait station was placed in the room or area; and

(d) Contact person for additional information, including information on potential adverse effects.

(4) The notice or sign shall remain posted until the bait station is removed.

C. Pesticide Application on School Grounds.



(1) Each school system shall develop an appropriate means of in-school notification to students and staff before a
pesticide is applied on the school grounds of a middle school or high school.

(2) The in-school notification shall include a sign or notice posted:

(a) At the primary entrance to the school; or

(b) In a central location accessible to parents, guardians, students, and staff.

(3) In-school notification to students and staff may also include:

(a) Oral announcements; or

(b) Written notices.

(4) The notice or sign required under §C(2) of this regulation shall:

(a) Include the following information:

(i) "Caution—Pesticide Application";

(ii) Common name of the pesticide applied;

(iii) Location of the application;

(iv) Date of the application; and

(v) Contact person for additional information, including information on potential adverse effects; and

(b) Remain posted for at least 48 hours after a pesticide is applied.
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.09 Emergency Pest Control.

A. A pesticide may be applied in a school building or on school grounds without prior notification only if an emergency
pest situation exists.

B. Within 24 hours after an emergency pesticide application, or on the next school day, the school shall notify:

(1) The parent or guardian of each student and each staff member at an elementary school according to Regulation .05
of this chapter; or

(2) Each parent or guardian and staff member on the pesticide notification list provided by Regulation .04B of this
chapter, for a middle school or high school according to Regulation .06 of this chapter.
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.10 Pesticide Application in a Public School Building or on School Grounds.

A. A licensee, permittee, or certificate holder may not apply a pesticide in a school building or on school grounds until
notification is provided in accordance with Regulation .05, .06, .07, or .08 of this chapter, unless provided in accordance
with Regulation .09 of this chapter.

B. A person who applies a pesticide in a school building or on school grounds shall be a:

(1) Certified applicator; or

(2) Registered employee working under the supervision of a certified applicator.

C. A licensee, permittee, or certificate holder shall provide the school with a record of each pesticide application at the
time of the pesticide application.



15.05.02.11

.11 Posting of Sign on School Grounds.

A licensee or permittee applying a pesticide to a school ground shall post, at the time of application, a sign which
conforms to the requirements of COMAR 15.05.01.15B—G.



15.05.02.9999
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SECTION 1 

 
ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 
INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT PROGRAM  

AND  
NOTIFICATION PROCEDURES 

 
FUNCTIONAL POLICY STATEMENT 
 
This written integrated pest management and notification program revises Anne Arundel County Public 
Schools 2012 IPM Program Practices. It  reflects and implements important program changes and 
updates and has been submitted to the Maryland Department of Agriculture for approval per COMAR 
15.05.02.03.A(2) Integrated Pest Management and Notification of Pesticide Use in a Public School 
Building or on School Grounds. 
 
Anne Arundel County Public Schools (AACPS) is committed to providing schools with pest-free 
environments through the implementation of preventive hygiene methods and chemical strategies when 
necessary. Beginning in 1989 AACPS shifted from chemical spraying to control pests and adopted a 
pest prevention program known as the Integrated Pest Management (IPM).  This practice emphasizes 
the use of non-chemical (pesticide) prevention techniques for pest control and emphases applying 
pesticides only when urgently required or when non-toxic methods have been exhausted.  Its 
foundation is an inspection and monitoring program designed to find and remove the sources of pest 
harborage, food and/or water. Non-chemical traps are used to determine the presence of pests, estimate 
population size, and identify species.  Their habitat or means of entrance to the school is sought in order 
to seal it or otherwise prevent access.  By denying a source of food and entrance, pests are controlled.  
If these actions do not work and the infestation persists, applications of non-toxic or low toxicity 
chemicals, such as boric acid may be necessary. 
 
IPM has produced the following benefits: 
 

• Increased cleanliness of facilities. 
• Reduction of possible adverse effect on sensitized school occupants. 
• Stresses prevention. 
• Limits pesticide use as a means of correction actions. 
• Reduces reliance on outside vendor/contractor services for pesticides as pest control. 

 
Integrated Pest Management Goal 
 
To provide a safe and healthy learning and working environment which is conducive to effective 
staff productivity and student learning by managing pests and their environments while balancing 
costs and benefits with human health and environmental quality.  
 
In 2004 Anne Arundel County Public Schools integrated pest management program was audited by 
the IPM Institute of North America.  AACPS performance in reducing pests and pesticide risks to 
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health and the environment was verified by this independent, third party. As a result, AACPS was 
recognized as the fourth school system in the nation to be IPM STAR Certified. 
 
 
IPM PROGRAM OBJECTIVE 
 
Pests and pesticides can pose significant problems and risks to people, property, and the 
environment.  The objective of AACPS is to incorporate Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 
procedures for control of structural and landscape pests.  These practices will: minimize the amount 
and toxicity of pesticides used in the schools or on school property, eliminate unnecessary pesticide 
applications, provide education to school based staff, improve sanitation, utilize Maryland licensed 
pesticide applicators when necessary and provide universal notification at least 24 hours in advance 
to all parents, guardians and staff in both elementary and secondary schools, whenever a pesticide 
application is necessary. 
 
RULES AND REGULATIONS 
 
When it is determined that a pesticide must be used, the least hazardous chemical determined to be 
effective in controlling the pest will be chosen and label directions shall be followed.  The 
application of pesticides is subject to the following Federal, State and Local rules and provisions: the 
Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act, the Environmental Protection Agency, the 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration, the Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization 
Act, the Resources Conservation and Recovery Act, the Hazardous Materials Transportation Uniform 
Safety Act, the Endangered Species Act, and State of Maryland COMAR regulations, Anne Arundel 
County regulations and AACPS school district policies and procedures. 
 
DEFINITIONS 
 
Action Threshold Level means the level of pest populations at which pest control action will be taken 
to prevent pests in an area from causing unacceptable injury or harm and may be based on site 
 location, type of pest, aesthetic, health or economic considerations. 
 
Anti-microbial pesticide:  

A pesticide used for control of microbial pests including viruses, bacteria, algae, and 
protozoa for the purpose of disinfecting or sanitizing. Anti-microbials do not include 
fungicides used on plants.  

Bait:  
A type of insecticide with a delayed toxicity. Baits have two components: a delicious or 
otherwise attractive matrix and a slow-acting poison. Baits are consumed or otherwise carried 
away by a particular pest. The slow-acting poison then kills the pest after a 5-7 days period of 
time.  

Biological pesticide:  



FY’16 Docs IPM 699-2015 
Revised December 1, 2015 
 5 

A chemical derived from plants, fungi, bacteria, or other non-man-made synthesis and used 
for pest control.  

Contact Person 
 An individual knowledgeable about Integrated Pest Management and designated by the county 
 board to carry out all IPM rules, regulations and policies. 

 

Conventional pesticide (vs. biological pesticide):  
Any man-made chemical that can be used to kill pests.  

Diatomaceous earth:  
A mineral product from fossilized shells used as a mechanical control for some pests. In 
some insects the coarse texture abrades the outer waxy coating that keeps water inside and 
allows the insects to dehydrate.  

Disinfectant:  
A chemical that destroys vegetative forms of harmful microorganisms, but does not 
ordinarily kill bacterial spores.  

Emergency: 
 The sudden need to mitigate or eliminate a pest that threatens the health or safety of a student 
 or staff member or that may be responsible for causing serious damage to a building. 
 
FIFRA - The Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act:  

FIFRA was enacted in June 25, 1947. The act instructs the EPA to regulate 1) the registration 
of all pesticides used in the United States; 2) the licensing of pesticide applicators; 3) re-
registration of all pesticide products; and 4) the storage, transportation, disposal, and recall of 
all pesticide products.  

Harborage:  
Shelter for pests. All living organisms require food, water, and shelter to thrive. Harborage is 
a component of habitat for pests that can include clutter, stacks of newspapers, and cardboard 
boxes. 

Herbicide:  
A pesticide used to kill or control undesirable plants (generally considered weeds). 

Insecticide:  
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A pesticide used to kill and/or control insects. 

Integrated Pest Management (IPM): 
The decision making process and managed pest control program in which methods are 
integrated and used to keep pests from causing economic, health related, or aesthetic injury 
through the utilization of site or pest inspections, pest population monitoring, evaluating the 
need for control, and the use of one or more pest control methods including sanitation, 
structural repair, non-chemical methods and when nontoxic options are unreasonable or have 
been exhausted, pesticides, in order to: minimize the use of pesticides and minimize the risk 
to human health and the environment associated with pesticide applications. 

 
 
Integrated Pest Management Program Manager 
 The individual that oversees the day - to- day  operation of the Integrated Pest Management 
 Program.   
 
IPM Plan:  

A written document including specific information regarding the operation of the school IPM 
program, such as IPM roles for all school staff, parents, students, and other community 
members; pesticide application notification policies; list of key pests; action thresholds, a 
risk-based hierarchy of control options and prevention/avoidance strategies to be used for key 
pests; inspection schedules for school facilities; policies for working with outside contractors; 
lists of resources for resolving technical questions; and other pertinent information. 1 

Key pest:  
An insect, mite, disease, nematode, or weed that frequently results in unacceptable damage 
and thus typically requires a control action. 1 

Monitoring:  
One of several steps in an effective IPM plan, monitoring involves regular, ongoing site 
inspections and trapping to determine types and infestation levels of pests at each site.  

SDS:  
A widely used acronym for safety data sheets. These contain details of the hazards associated 
with chemicals, and give information on their safe uses. These are available for all certified 
pesticides. 

Pathogen:  
A living microorganism, usually a bacterium, fungus, mycoplasma, or virus that can cause 
disease in the presence of a specific host and under the right environmental conditions. 1 

http://www.glrppr.org/hubs/subsection.cfm?hub=507&subsec=19&nav=19#1#1
http://www.glrppr.org/hubs/subsection.cfm?hub=507&subsec=19&nav=19#1#1
http://www.glrppr.org/hubs/subsection.cfm?hub=507&subsec=19&nav=19#1#1
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Pests:  
 Populations of living organisms (animals, plants, or microorganisms) that interfere with use of 
 the school site for human purposes.  Strategies for managing pest populations will be influenced 
 by the pest species and whether that species poses a threat to people, property, or the 
 environment.  
 
Pesticides: 
 

Chemicals used to control pests and include insecticides, herbicides, rodenticides and 
fungicides. 

 
Pesticide residue:  

A film of pesticide left on the plant, soil, container, equipment, handler, etc., after application 
of the pesticide.  

Residual insecticides:  
Insecticides that remain persistent on a surface over a long period of time.  

Rodenticide:  
A pesticide or any chemical used to kill rodents. 

Sanitation:  
One of several steps in an effective IPM plan, sanitation involves routine cleaning, 
maintenance, removal of clutter, and harborage. It is pest control. 
 

Universal Notification: 
The written notification to all staff, parents and guardians of an upcoming pesticide 
application conducted in a school or on school grounds during the calendar school year. 

 

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES  
 
The Integrated Pest Management Program will require the assistance and cooperation of each school’s 
administration, staff and students. AACPS has appointed Christopher E. Williams, Environmental 
Issues Program Manager, Operations Division, 9034 Ft. Smallwood Road, Pasadena, Maryland 21122, 
410.360.0138, as the Contact Person for this program.  
 
The contact person serves as liaison between school administrations and parents, guardians, staff and 
students. The primary function of this position is to address questions and concerns regarding the IPM 
system and AAPCS’ pest control practices. Other duties include but are not limited to: maintaining 
SDSs and product labels for all pesticides that may be used, providing IPM program oversight, ensuring 
consistency within the pest control program and ensuring the provisions of the Regulation are fulfilled. 
The Contact Person will advise the administration, staff, parents and guardians and staff of IPM program 
changes as necessary and new laws or regulations affecting the IPM program. The contact person makes 
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updates to the IPM program and submits changes to the Department of Agriculture for approval and may 
confirm problem areas identified through the regular inspection and monitoring process. 
 
Integrated Pest Management Program Manager means the individual who oversees the day - to- 
day operation of the Integrated Pest Management Program.  Duties include; responding to 
complaints, scheduling inspections and performing school visits, maintaining records, maintaining the 
Public Agency Pesticide Permit, maintaining Public Agency Pesticide Applicator Certification, 
educating school administrators, teachers and staffs, training custodians on pest prevention 
techniques, maintaining pesticide complaint and inspection database, identifying pesticide and 
equipment needs, maintaining equipment, monitoring pesticide storage and inventories, identifying 
pests, setting pest action thresholds, contracting licensed pesticide applicators, and training and 
supervising IPM technicians. 
 
Integrated Pest Management Technician: means the individual responsible for the following 
activities; responding to pest complaints, maintaining records of site visits, identify pests, applying 
pesticides when necessary, posting notifications, ensuring IPM protocols are followed, properly uses 
pest control equipment and personal protective equipment, securing pesticides and attending 
continuing education training classes.  
 
Students and staff:  are encouraged to cooperate with the provisions of the IPM system by ensuring that 
areas requiring maintenance or repair, sanitation problems and pest problems or sightings are reported to 
the pest management office.  Students and staff are encouraged to follow good sanitation protocols. 
  
INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT PROCEDURES 
 
IPM procedures will determine when to control pests, and identify conditions contributing to pest 
problems through the use of monitoring and thorough inspections conducted at regular intervals.  
Problem areas will be identified where alternative pest control technologies can be incorporated in 
order to eliminate routine pesticide applications.  The necessity for pest control, if warranted, will be 
evaluated based on information obtained from inspections and monitoring.  Actions will be based on 
action threshold levels that are established based on the site and pest.  When pest control 
procedures are warranted the utilization of one or more pest control strategies including; sanitation, 
structural repair, physical, cultural, biological, non-chemical methods and when nontoxic options are 
unreasonable or have been exhausted, pesticides. 
 
IPM practitioners shall depend on current, comprehensive information on the pest and its 
environment and the best available pest control methods.  By applying IPM principles, unacceptable 
levels of pest activity and damage will be prevented by the most economical means while minimizing 
the risk to human health and the environment associated with pesticide applications. The decision to 
use pesticides will be made after consideration of alternatives or other available options have been 
exhausted or are deemed unreasonable.  
 
 
When it is determined that a pesticide must be used in order to meet vital pest management goals, the 
least hazardous pesticide will be selected.  The application of all pesticides is subject to AACPS' 
policies and procedures and all applicable state, federal and local regulations including the Maryland 
Pesticide Applicators Law and Regulations, and the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide 
Act. 
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AACPS INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES 
 
IPM strategies will be used to determine when to control pests and whether to use mechanical, physical, 
chemical, cultural, and/or biological means.  IPM practitioners depend on current, comprehensive 
information on the pest and its environment and the best available pest control methods.  Applying IPM 
principles prevents unacceptable levels of pest activity and damage to occur by combining the most 
economical means of control with the least possible hazard to people, property, and the environment.  
 
The decision to use a pesticide will be based on a review of all other available options and a 
determination that these options are not acceptable or are not feasible.  Cost or staffing 
considerations alone will not be adequate justification for use of chemical control agents, and select 
non-chemical pest management methods will be implemented whenever possible to provide the 
desired control.  It is the practice of AACPS to utilize IPM principles to manage pest populations 
adequately.  The full range of alternatives, including no action, will be considered. 
 
INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT “IN SCHOOLS” STRATEGIES INCLUDE:  
 

• Inspection / Monitoring 
• Action Thresholds 
• Sanitation / Structural repairs 
• Non-pesticide control, i.e. biological, cultural, physical controls, vacuuming, over-seeding 
• Pesticides 
• Record Keeping/ SDS 
• Notification 
• Education / Communication 
• Annual Program Evaluation / Quality Assurance 

 
Inspection and Monitoring 
 
IPM personnel shall perform monthly inspections of all school kitchens, including storerooms and 
garbage can washrooms.  Zone monitors shall be placed monthly and a written inspection is presented 
to the kitchen staff.  Additionally, Family and Consumer Science (home economics) areas shall be 
inspected in secondary schools on an as needed basis. 
 
Action Thresholds 
 
Action thresholds establish the point or the level of pest populations at which pest control action will 
be taken to prevent unacceptable injury or harm and may be based on site location, type of pest, 
aesthetic, health or economic considerations. Different levels dictate the control action.  Common 
sense is utilized to determine pest severity and likelihood to cause harm.  Levels can be revised based 
on continued sightings or lack thereof. In general, the following action thresholds are used to guide 
IPM technicians in making decision regarding the use of pesticides. 
 
Ants (common house-infesting) 
 Classrooms and other public areas: 5 ants/room; infirmary: 1 ant/room; kitchen: 3 ant/room; 
 maintenance and storage areas: 5 ants/100 square feet in two successive monitoring periods; 
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 Outside grounds:  
 Field ants mounds/square yard. 
 
Ants (carpenter) 
 Classrooms, public areas, maintenance areas: 3 ants/room; infirmary: 1 ant/room; kitchen: 2 
 ant/ room; immediate action if ant colony suspected inside or within 25 feet of any building. 
 
Bagworms 
 Control on conifers when 2 or larger bags/tree or bush. In light infestations, hand pick and 
 destroy; in heavy infestations spray with BT. between June 15 and July 15, or spray residual 
 insecticides after July 15. 
 
Bats     Immediate response and turn over to Animal Control for rabies testing; report results to the   
            Anne Arundel County Health Department. 
 
Bees (honey) 
 Classrooms, infirmary, kitchen and public areas: 1 bee; maintenance areas: 3 bees; outdoors: 
 no action unless children are threatened.  
 
Bees {bumble} 
 Classrooms, infirmary, kitchen and public areas: 1 bee; maintenance areas: 3 bees;  
 outdoors: action necessary if communal nests are present in student activity area. Also action 
 whenever children are threatened. 
 
Bees (carpenter) 
 Classrooms, infirmary, kitchen and public areas: 1 bee; maintenance areas: 3 bees;  
 outdoors: 1 carpenter bee/5 linear feet if susceptible, unfinished wood. Also action whenever 
 children are threatened. 
 
Cockroaches 
 Classrooms and other public areas: 2 cockroaches/room. If 2-10 cockroaches per room, apply 

cockroach bait. If 10 or more, track down infestations, review sanitation, trash handling, 
clutter, 
etc.; open equipment, check inaccessible areas; vacuum and otherwise clean room, and apply 
baits or other insecticides as necessary. Infirmary: 1 cockroach/room; kitchen: 1 
cockroach/room; 

 maintenance areas: 5 cockroaches/room; outside grounds: no action unless noticeable 
infestation. 

 
Crickets 
 Classrooms and other public areas: 3 crickets/room; infirmary: 1 cricket/room; kitchen: 2 
 crickets/room; maintenance areas: 10 crickets/room; outside grounds: no action unless 
 causing problems. 
 
 
Grain and flour pests 
 Found in food for human consumption: l/package or container; pet food: 1 if escaping from 
 packaging; if found in pheromone traps: 2 of anyone species (total of all traps) 
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Grubs: 
 On playgrounds or near school building entrances take preventative actions in area with 
 known grub problems or populations 
 
House flies 
 Classrooms and other public areas: 3 flies/room; infirmary: 1 fly/room; kitchen: 1 fly/room; 
 maintenance areas: 5 flies/room; outside grounds: 5 flies around anyone trash can or 10 flies 
 around a dumpster. 
 
Landscape plants (general) 
 Whenever pest damage approaches 10 percent/plant. 
 Lawn pests (insects, nematodes, disease) 
 Whenever visible damage approaches 10 percent in any 100 square foot area. 
 
Lice (head or body) 
 Take no action: refer to nurse. 
 
Mice 
 Indoors: any mouse sighting or evidence of mice {such as new mouse droppings, tracks, etc.) 
 triggers pest management action; outdoors: any noticeable burrows or activity in student 
 areas. 
 
Pigeons 
 Roof ledges: 1 a/building for 3 consecutive inspections; public area or roof: whenever 
 droppings accumulate more than l-inch or nests obstruct gutters or equipment. 
 
Poison ivy 
 Student activity areas: 1 plant; wooded areas: no control necessary unless near path or 
 student activity area. 
 
Rats 
 Indoors: any rat sighting or evidence of rats (such as new droppings, tracks, etc.) triggers pest 
 management action; outdoors: any active burrows or activity. 
 
Silverfish 
 Library and wherever books, paper, files are stored: l/room; other indoor areas: 2/room 
 
Snakes: 
 Indoors: Take immediate action 
 
Spiders 
 Take immediate action if a black widow or brown recluse is suspected in any area; other 
 spiders’  classrooms: 1 spider/room; infirmary: 1 spider/room; kitchen/cafeteria: 1 
spider/room;  hallways: 
 2 spiders/hallway; maintenance and unoccupied areas: 3 spiders/room; outdoors: only if in 
 large numbers or causing problems. 
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Tent caterpillars 
 Desirable ornamental plants: 1 tent or egg mass/tree; woodland trees, non-ornamental trees: if 
 potentially damaging or aesthetically intolerable, or after two complaints in two weeks (to 
 prevent repeated infestations, remove wild cherry hosts). 
 
Ticks 
 Outdoor student activity areas: 3 tick, any species; outdoor wooded and other areas of low 
 student activity: keep grass and weeds trimmed; if any blacklegged ticks found, treat wood 
 edges; for other species, take action if moderate to heavy populations. 
 
Weeds 
 Lawns: whenever weeds approach 15 percent in any 100 square foot area;  
 Ornamental plantings: whenever competing with ornamental plants or whenever aesthetically 
 displeasing. 
 
Yellow jackets/hornets 
 Classrooms and other public areas: 1 yellow jacket or hornet; outdoors: action necessary if 
 nests are present in or near student activity area; 10/10 minutes at trash can or dumpster; 1 
 yellow jacket or hornet anywhere if children are threatened. 
 
 
Sanitation 
 
Sanitation includes vacuuming, steam cleaning or power washing using vermin proof containers, stock 
rotation, waste disposal and scheduling, proper selection of exterior plantings. 
 
 
Physical and Mechanical Controls 
 
Physical and Mechanical controls to be used will include alterations to prevent or otherwise reduce the 
attractiveness of the area including: the use of door kick plates, weather stripping, screening and 
hardware cloth, caulking, mortar and/or concrete sealing and moisture control. Mulch is discouraged 
from being placed directly against the school building.  Other mechanical measures include; installing 
screen doors, using flypaper, glue boards, zone monitors and electrical light traps. 
 
Cultural Controls 
 
Cultural controls including removing the breeding environment for the pest, removing clutter, exterior 
weeds and leaves and removing food and water sources. 
 
 
Biological Controls  
 
Biological controls involve the use of a natural predator against the pest however such actions may be 
limited in the school setting. 
 
 
EDUCATION 
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Staff, students, pest managers, and the public shall be educated about potential school pest problems 
and the IPM policies and procedures to be used to achieve the desired pest management objectives 
and will be informed of their role in meeting these objectives. 
 
IPM staff shall be trained and attend continued education courses relating to potential school pest 
problems and IPM practices and procedures to be used to achieve the desired pest management 
objectives. 
 
The Integrated Pest Management Manager shall develop training materials and educate Food and 
Nutrition Services Personnel and Custodial staff on pest prevention techniques, including sanitation, 
source control and maintaining good structural repair. 
 
RECORD KEEPING 
  
Records of pesticide use shall be maintained at the Operations Division, Maintenance Division, or 
Agriscience Department to meet the requirements of the state regulatory agency and AACPS depending 
upon the application site, (inside the school or on school grounds). In addition, pest surveillance data 
sheets, used to record the number of pests or other indicators of pest populations shall be maintained to 
verify the need for treatments for two years. Records of pesticide use shall be provided to the school 
by the licensee, permittee or certified applicator at the time of the pesticide application and shall be 
maintained by each responsible division for 5 years. Records must be current and accurate.  The 
Contact Person shall maintain documentation of all communications to parents, guardians, students 
and staff regarding IPM and pesticide use. 
 
 SAFETY DATA SHEETS (SDS) AND LABELS  
 
Mr. Christopher E. Williams, Environmental Issues Program Manager, Operations Division, 9034 Ft. 
Smallwood Road, Pasadena, Maryland 21122, shall maintain the Safety Data Sheets (SDS) and labels 
for the pesticides that may be being applied in a school or on school property. Requests for copies of 
these documents may be obtained by calling 410-360-0138. 
 
NOTIFICATIONS 
 
AACPS shall provide the following notifications as appropriate and include specific information as 
required by Maryland Law. 
 
BEGINNING OF THE SCHOOL YEAR & NEW STAFF/ STUDENT NOTIFICATIONS  
At the beginning of each school year, AACPS will issue an annual notice in the Parent-Student 
Handbook that provides specific details about; the Integrated Pest Management Policy and Program, 
specific chemicals that may be used in school buildings, on school property, and in the Agriscience 
Curriculum during the school year, the name, address and phone number of the Contact Person and 
information regarding material safety data sheets and labels, written universal notification and school 
specific pesticide application notification lists and any other information as required in COMAR 
15.05.02.04. During the school year, new staff, at orientation, shall be provided a copy of the Pesticide 
Information Notification letter by the Division of Human Resources and new students shall be provided 
a copy of the Parent-Student Handbook during the school registration process. 
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UNIVERSAL NOTIFICATION 
 
AACPS shall practice universal notification in all elementary and secondary schools. AACPS shall 
notify all school staff, students, parents and guardians prior to pesticide applications made in school 
buildings, on school grounds, or in the Agriscience Curriculum in accordance with Maryland 
regulations. Notices shall be posted in centrally located designated areas at school, placed in staff 
mailboxes, sent home to parents and guardians of elementary and secondary school students. The 
information in the notice shall provide at a minimum the specific information as required in COMAR 
15.05.02.08. 
 
The Contact Person is responsible for notifying the school administration of an upcoming pesticide 
application. The Contact Person provides the applicable school(s) principal(s) with: 

• When necessary , a memorandum which explains the need for the notification, and/or   
• A notification letter addressed to all staff, parents and guardians.  

 
Staff letters will be placed in staff mailboxes and parents/guardian letters shall be sent home via the 
student.  It is the responsibility of the individual school to photocopy the notification letter and 
distribute the written copies of the forthcoming pesticide application to all school-based staff and all 
parents and guardians via the students at least twenty-four (24) hours in advance of the application. 
 
PESTICIDE NOTIFICATION LIST 
 
At the start of each school year, parents/guardians of children and staff in secondary schools may elect to 
receive written notification prior to an upcoming pesticide application. The student's Emergency 
Notification Card or other means will be used to transmit this information to the school and to 
secondary school staff. The school-based health staff shall assist developing and maintaining this 
information and make this information available for inspection by the Department. It is AACPS' 
considered opinion that the universal notification procedures detailed above complies with the 
requirement of providing advanced notification to those individuals on the secondary schools 
pesticide list. As such, individual or dual notification will not be conducted. 
 
SPACE SPRAYING NOTIFICATION 
 
In the event a space spraying is necessary to eradicate pests located within a building, written 
universal notification as outlined above shall be given at least one week in advance. The information 
in the notice shall provide at a minimum the specific information as required in COMAR 15.05.02.07 
 
EMERGENCY APPLICATIONS NOTIFICATION 
 
In the event an emergency pesticide application is necessary, for example; infestation of bees, wasps, 
spiders, etc., written universal notifications and postings will be issued within twenty-four (24) 
hours after the application or the next school day. 
 
BAIT STATION NOTIFICATION 
In the event a bait station is used in the school, a sign shall be posted outside the entrance to the 
room or area in which a bait station is placed and it shall remain posted until the bait station is 
removed. The sign shall provide specific information as specified in COMAR 15.05.02.08 
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PESTICIDE STORAGE AND PURCHASE AND DISPOSAL 
 
Pesticide purchases shall be made after considering the inventory stock on hand and estimating the 
amount of pesticides use during the school year. Pesticides shall be stored and disposed of in 
accordance with the EPA-registered label directions and state regulations.   
 
Pesticides must not be accessible to students or unauthorized personnel. Pesticides shall be stored in 
locked and posted storage closets or trailers at the Maintenance and Operations Divisions' 
headquarters building and in secure/restricted designated sites at limited schools (athletic grounds 
and agrisciences). IPM Technicians shall ensure pesticides are stored in locked vehicles.  
 
Disposal of unwanted or unnecessary pesticides is contracted with a hazardous waste removal 
contractor and disposed of according to federal, state and local regulations 
 
PESTICIDE APPLICATIONS 
 
AACPS' policy states that pesticides may be used after it is determined that non-toxic options are 
unreasonable or have been exhausted.  The least hazardous pesticide shall be selected and the 
method and time of application will be based on AACPS' goal to minimize the potential for exposure 
of students and staff to the pesticide. Pesticide applications made in or on school property will be 
conducted by an individual certified as a pest control applicator or by a registered employee 
working under the supervision of a certified applicator only. Applicators will be trained in the 
principles and practices of IPM and the use of pesticides. They will follow state and federal pesticide 
regulations, label precautions and comply with AACPS IPM Plan, Program Practices and 
Notification Procedures. 
 
Pesticide applications conducted inside the school shall be scheduled when classrooms are vacant 
except when applications are associated with the Chesapeake Connections or Agriscience curriculum 
and specifically involved pesticide application training to students in these curriculums. Contractors 
will be scheduled after normal school hours, and if possible, on weekends. Pesticide applications 
made on school grounds shall be applied as weather and wind conditions (<5–10 mph) permit to 
prevent drifting, after normal school hours or if possible on weekends and after reviewing field use 
schedules.  
 
 
 
LICENSED PESTICIDE APPLICATORS 
 
Only State of Maryland licensed pesticide applicators with a working knowledge of the principles 
and practices of IPM, and who use only pesticides approved by AACPS shall be utilized.  
Contractors must follow regulations and label precautions.  Applicators must comply with AACPS’ 
IPM Plan including having Safety Data Sheets, labels, posting of areas to be treated and adhering to 
the notification timeframes. 
 
PEST MANAGEMENT PLANS 
 
Pest management plans shall be developed and approved by the Integrated Pest Manager / technician 
for the specific activities and shall include proposed integrated pest management measures. 
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Program Evaluation 
 
The Contact Person shall meet either in person or via teleconferencing with the Integrated Pest 
Management Manager, the Athletic Grounds Manager, Grounds Manager and the Agriscience. 
Chesapeake Connections Coordinator to determine the effectiveness of the IPM Plan, Program 
Practices and Notification Procedures. This meeting shall include: a review of inspection reports, 
sanitation reports, and other records to establish current conditions; the progress of the program 
against pest problems and conditions; updating chemical lists; reviewing the effectiveness of action 
thresholds, and identifying problem areas in the IPM Plan that may need to be modified or changed. 
This report shall be maintained with the Contact Person. 
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SECTION 2 
 

GROUNDS & ATHLETIC GROUNDS DEPARTMENT 
 

INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT PROGRAM PRACTICES 
AND 

NOTIFICATION PROCEDURES 
 
NOTIFICATION PROCEDURES 
 
Grounds Department pesticide application notifications will follow all notification procedures 
detailed earlier this Plan. 
 
INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES 
 
The AACPS Grounds Department limits their use of Pesticides to: 
Hard surface areas (Concrete walks and Asphalt surfaces) 
Playground safety surfaces (Sand and Mulch) and  
Poisonous plants (Poison Ivy and Poison Oak). 
 
Grounds Department IPM Program for Hard Surface Areas 
 
Hard surface areas: Grounds personnel will continue the program of sealing cracks in asphalt and 
caulking all joints in concrete. This is an on going program with no end, as concrete and asphalt will 
continue to deteriorate. With 45,820,887 Sq. Ft. of asphalt and 2,500,355 Sq. Ft. of concrete it would 
be impossible to manually remove all weeds. Herbicide spraying (Roundup) is performed by in-
house personnel and by contract during the summer months when schools are closed to students. 
 
Playground Safety surfacing: Grounds personnel perform three formal safety inspections per year 
on playground equipment and safety surfacing. Currently AACPS has 727 Pieces of playground 
equipment at 122 sites.  In an average year AACPS will perform 259 Hours inspecting playground 
equipment and 1,336 hours hand removing plant growth from playground sand. ASTM and CPSC 
have strict requirements for playground surfacing and it is essential that all avenues be used to keep 
the playgrounds safe. Herbicide spraying (Roundup) is performed by in-house personnel and by 
contract during the summer months when schools are closed to students. 
 
Poisonous Plants: Grounds personnel will hand or mechanically remove isolated poisonous plant 
growth when ever possible. Large areas such as fence lines and the perimeter of wooded areas will be 
sprayed on an as needed basis. Ground personnel cut and mow these perimeters each winter to reduce 
the need for pesticide spraying. 
 
Recommended pesticides will not harm the environment or humans if applied according to 
directions, and if proper precautions are taken.  Because these chemicals are being applied in a public 
school environment, pesticides with the least possible toxicity are used.  All pesticides used in the 
AACPS Grounds/Athletic Grounds programs are in the “General Use” category, however, even 
relatively safe pesticides can cause serious damage and personal injury if not properly handled, 
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mixed, and applied.  For this reason, training sessions are conducted by a certified pesticide 
applicator to ensure that all employees who work with pesticides are competent in handling, 
applying, and first aid and safety techniques.  Employees satisfactorily completing the training course 
are registered with the Department of Agriculture for Public Agency Pesticide Application for 
AACPS in the areas of turf, ornamental plant, industrial weed, and right of way pesticide application. 
 
As a public agency, AACPS has a responsibility to the public to apply chemicals as infrequently as is 
necessary to safeguard those who use athletic fields in community events and for children who are in 
school settings for much longer periods.  The use of “General Use” pesticides on public grounds 
greatly reduces risk to the applicator and the property user, but even these can result in injury and 
property damage if handled with total disregard for the potential of injury. AACPS Integrated Pest 
Management has become the standard of care throughout the pest control industry.  IPM definitely 
has an overall benefit in out program.  
 
A major concern is protection from direct contact with pesticides mists, vapors, and dusts during 
measuring, mixing and application.  Wearing protective clothing as detailed on the label is required.  
Application of pesticides must be in a manner that minimizes drift of pesticide spray into sensitive 
areas such as playgrounds, non-target ornamental plantings, wildlife, and fish habitats. 
 
Cultural practices that provide a dense, vigorous, competitive turf is the best protection of weeds and 
insects; however, chemical application will still be utilized as needed in our maintenance program to 
provide optimum growth and playing conditions for our programs. Once the pest complex has been 
defined, the probable amount of damage predicted, and the tolerable level of damage determined, all 
control strategies are considered. 
 
Cultural Control 
 
The most effective long-term solution to minimizing weed pest population and fungus disease 
outbreaks is through proper establishment and maintenance of turf areas. Maintaining a thick and 
healthy turf minimizes weed seed germination, growth, and survival. The most common infectious 
agents to grasses include bacteria, virus, and fungi with the latter being the leading cause of disease 
outbreaks. 
 
Cultural Control Methods Include: 
 
Selecting turf grass species that are well adapted to Maryland climate and disease resistance. 
Using certified seed inspected by the Maryland Department of Agriculture. 
 
Taking soil tests regularly and corrects soil acidity problems and deficiencies. 
 
Applying recommended amounts of nitrogen at the proper time.  Both low and high or improper 
fertilization application rates make turf grass more susceptible to pests and diseases. 
 
Mowing at recommended heights and frequencies.  Use sharp blades that do not tear grass blades and 
leave injured blades open to infection.  Never remove more than one-third of the leaf blade. 
 
Irrigating thoroughly to encourage deep rooting during the morning hours. Good drainage and 
infiltration must be maintained since excessive moisture in the soil will decrease air circulation to the 
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roots and lead to rotting. 
 
Thatching to remove the dead and decaying grass at the soil level at the base of the grass.  Thatch is 
composed of clippings from mowing and natural mortality of the grass. Excessive amounts can 
harbor insect and disease pests. Air circulation and water infiltration to the roots is reduced and 
thinning turf density results.  Pesticide effectiveness may be reduced due to the barrier effect and the 
active ingredient not being able to reach the target area to control the pest. 
 
Over seeding the worn, thinning areas of turf on a regular basis to minimize time soil is exposed to 
allow weed seed germination. 
 
Sanitizing by removing food and shelter from the pest and making the site inaccessible is important 
in the control of some pests. 
 
Biological Control Methods 
 
Pests have natural enemies, known as parasites and predators that keep the population constant in the 
wild.  Introducing the natural enemies or increasing its population can result in control of the pest.  
Japanese beetle grubs are controlled in the soil by applications of the bacteria Bacillus papillae.  The 
bacteria are watered into the soil and infect the grubs, which die.  Bacillus thuringiensis is used in 
various products for biological control of mosquitoes and caterpillars while the protozoan Nosema 
locustae is a specific control of grasshoppers.  These biological controls attack only the pest 
organism and do not harm beneficial insects such as bees. 
 
Chemical Control Methods 
 
Pesticides must be used in situations where other tactics are ineffective.  When pesticides are needed, 
AACPS will choose those that are least disruptive to the pests' natural enemies. 
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SECTION 3 
 

ATHLETIC GROUNDS 
 

INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT PROGRAM PRACTICES 
AND 

NOTIFICATION PROCEDURES 
 

 
Preface 
 
Anne Arundel County has prided itself in the quality and safety of its athletic fields at the public 
schools for over the last 20 years.  This, however, was not always the case.  Prior to 1980 the county 
performed little or no field maintenance practices, and a maintenance plan was not even in place.  
Needless to say, the condition of the fields were dreadful, and many safety issues were apparent.  In 
1980, a plan (and timetable) was instituted to renovate many of the inferior fields, and a maintenance 
plan (cultural and chemical) was drawn up to serve as a guideline to successfully manage all of the 
athletic fields. 
 
Each high school was even approved to employ a Sports Turf Technician (STT).  Grounds equipment 
was purchased to carry out this maintenance plan ensuring safe and quality fields from year to year. 
 
During this 20-year field improvement process, field chemicals (along with cultural practices) were 
used, as a tool to improve the quality and safety of the fields, and provide a product each school 
could be proud of and eager to protect.  However, even during this period, chemicals were not 
blanket applied and only used out of necessity to protect our investment on improved field 
conditions. 
 
Introduction 
 
Anne Arundel County Public Schools (AACPS) has developed an Integrated Pest Management 
(IPM) program to reflect the times and increase safety awareness to the environment and students.  In 
developing this mandated IPM program, school systems are under pressure to maintain expected 
field quality under very tight budgets and with a limited workforce.   
 
Chemical use on school grounds has always been a controversial issue.  Grounds Departments in 
most jurisdictions do not randomly apply chemicals.  However, they are used as a tool to treat 
athletic fields.  This treatment helps reduce the vicious cycle of weed and pest encroachment that can 
ruin an athletic field aesthetically and reduce field safety. 
 
We agree in principle with IPM programs being a good alternative to traditional pesticide based pest 
control services.  A program, which utilizes prevention, sanitation, cultural controls, monitoring, and 
record keeping to reduce reliance on pesticides is definitely appealing.  However, we believe that, in 
some instances, pre-emergent pesticides are necessary to reduce multiple sprays down the line 
because the budget and labor force would not be able to handle the mechanical removal of weeds or 
pests.  The quality and safety of the field, pressure from school administrators and coaches has kept 
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AACPS applying pre-emergence chemicals up to the year 2000.  The potential of weeds encroaching 
greater than 10% and subsequent backlash from school administration provided the impetus for 
AACPS to continue this process through the 2000.  The lack of workforce for cultural removal and 
risk of later multiple sprays to control the problem were also concerns. 
 
In 2001, because of a change in the Athletic Grounds Manager at AACPS, many or all of the pre-
emergent chemicals were not applied to the fields and the results were rather dramatic.  Weed 
encroachment was well beyond 10% on most fields and many complaints had to be fielded by the 
new Athletic Grounds Manager.  Despite this example and fears of complaints about poor quality, 
AACPS will implement an IPM program that totally eliminates pre-emergent chemicals in 2002.  
 
AACPS practice has always been to spray as little as possible to get the desired results.  This will not 
change in the future.  The challenge in delivering quality, safe athletic fields under an IPM program 
is to balance the desire of people who want chemical control of weeds and pests and the concerns of 
the small, but vocal, group of people who want no chemical use at all.  Many times the minority 
voice of no chemical use on school grounds gets their point across because they are more vocal.  
They know who to call and are proactive and their diligence pays off because their concerns are 
heard.  In the end, it becomes very difficult to justify any chemical use no matter how warranted it 
may be. 
 
Under the proposed IPM program, AACPS will develop a training program for its employees.  A 
monitoring form will be developed and each STT will be required to scout at their school.  Funds are 
not available to hire a full-time scout to go from school to school so each STT will need to take 
ownership of their own facility.  Scouting forms will be filled out monthly recording weed density 
(%), pest density, severity of problems, and recommended action (mechanical or chemical). 
 
The main concern regarding the IPM program is that, in utilizing the IPM processes and procedures, 
AACPS might not have the financial resources to continue to uphold the field standards that have 
been established over the past 20 years.  These standards have evolved from a need to provide safe, 
quality athletic fields.  Upholding these standards has provided AACPS a sense of pride both for the 
staff maintaining the fields and the community that the fields support. 
 
In developing the IPM program, AACPS has met the intent of state guidelines.  AACPS will attempt 
to reduce reliance on pre-emergent chemicals and spray only post-emergent chemicals when 
necessary as determined by field scouting reports.  These post emergent sprays would usually come 
in the summer when exposure to students will be limited, allowing AACPS to be sensitive to 
children’s health and more environmentally friendly.  The program that will be implemented is 
directly correlated with the financial resources available.  After 2002, the effectiveness of the 
program will be evaluated and adjusted accordingly with input from both the school and community. 
 
IPM ON ATHLETIC FIELDS 
 
AACPS has developed three levels of athletic fields for our IPM program. We chose the levels by 
certain criteria such as: the intended purpose was the field subject to cause injury from the groups 
who participated on the field, and how much funding is available. 
 
Cultural controls for athletic field maintenance is not a one shot operation. It takes a cumulative 
effort over a period of months and years to be successful. Developing a consistent maintenance 
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schedule is critical for any program to be successful. Being persistent about completing assignments 
in a timely and efficient manner will enhance your chances of providing an acceptable field. 
 
Weeds are almost always a problem on sports fields, a problem that is often accelerated by the fact 
that a heavily used field has a more open turf canopy due to the traffic on the turf. The weeds provide 
competition for the desirable turf grass species, affect playability, and cause injuries to the players, 
particularly around the ankles and knees, because of no uniformity of footing for the athletes. In our 
level Ia fields, because of lack of manpower on staff to mechanically remove the weeds, we will 
utilize a chemical spray program with properly timed post emergence applications when the weeds 
are in the early stage of development to maintain the turf and provide safe playing fields. Utilizing 
cultural controls that will emphasize maintaining a healthy thick stand of turf this should reduce the 
multiple applications of post-emergence sprays. Level Ia fields will only include the stadiums at each 
High School in the County.  These 12 fields are composed of Tall Fescue turf; a variety that was 
selected because of it’s reduced disease problems in our humid area.  It should also stay thicker 
because of this disease tolerance reducing weed encroachment. These turf characteristics will help 
AACPS reduce its dependence on chemical controls. 
Level Ib fields are Bermuda-grass Field Hockey game fields or prime practice fields for all sports. 
Their resistance to disease and aggressive growth habit choke out weeds and reduce the need for 
many chemical applications.  AACPS currently has 12.5 of these fields in the  
County 
 
The following are a break down of our three levels of Athletic Fields. 
 
Level Ia and Ib Athletic Fields 
 
IPM Action Points 
 

# Mowing - Mow with enough frequency to adhere to the "1/3 rule" which states that one third 
or less of the leaf tissue is removed at any one mowing.  Mowing heights are 3 inches for 
stadium fields and ¾-1 inch for Bermuda fields. 

 
# Irrigation - Irrigate sufficiently -to provide approximately one inch of water to the turf each 

week with rainfall amounts included.  For example, if 1/4 inch of rain falls one week, supply 
3/4 inch through irrigation. However it is important to note that too much water can be worse 
than not enough.  Over-watering must be avoided; it can cause disease problems and shallow 
rooting. All of this can lead to poor turf quality and weed infestation. 

 
# Fertilization – On the stadium fields: Apply a maximum of four to five pounds of nitrogen per 

thousand square feet annually. Higher use Bermuda-grass fields may require six or more 
pounds of nitrogen per thousand square feet during the months of May through August. Two 
of the stadium applications, one in November and one in April are slow release nitrogen with 
I.B.D.U. 

 
# Aerification – Perform core aerification as needed to minimize compaction.  Aerification can 

be performed at up to two to three week intervals during the growing season, although one 
aerification in spring and one in autumn may be sufficient. The stadium is also shatter aerated 
once per year with a yeager twose or verti-drain. 
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# Topdressing - Topdressing consists of regular applications of soil and sand, ranging from 1/16 
- 1/4 inch layers each time. These applications should match the existing soil as closely as 
possible. This will reduce layering, which contributes to shallow rooting thus poor turf 
quality. This topdressing soil should be as clean as possible (little rocks, sticks, and weed 
seed) 

 
# Over seeding/Sodding - Overseed thin areas in which the turf density provides less than 90-

95% coverage as needed. Overseed a minimum of two times with mechanical overseeding 
and broadcast between games. Sod crease areas after the spring sport season. Sprig and plug 
bare areas on Bermuda fields at least once per year.   

 
These are prime athletic fields, high school stadiums and Bermuda playing fields.  Level Ia and Ib 
athletic fields are typically reserved for games.  These fields should have dense turf (> 90% cover), 
good drainage, and irrigation.  The soil types are native soil.  The field must provide a uniformly 
smooth surface and have an appropriate turf that will sustain a high level of traffic.  Annual events on 
these fields should be limited.  Events and activity should be cancelled or limited in the event of 
inclement weather to prevent major and costly repairs to these fields.  A dedicated field manager with 
turf management education and/or experience with proper training are considered vital to allow 
proper decisions and implementation of management strategies on a day-to-day basis. 
 
Primary cultural practices for Level A athletic fields include regular mowing, fertilization and 
irrigation.  Secondary cultural practices include routine aeration, topdressing, and over seeding or 
sodding to replace worn areas.  Use of chemicals to control or manage weed, disease, and insect pests 
is allowed as a function of the overall integrated pest management program which stresses ideal turf 
management as a means to limit the extent of damage from pests. 
 

Mowing 
 
The turf needs to be mowed with sufficient frequency to adhere to the " 1/3 Rule" which states one-
third or less of the leaf tissue is removed at any one mowing.  Mowing height will vary depending on 
the field's intended use (type and frequency of sport) but in general will be within one to three inches. 
 Clippings should not need to be collected if the one-third rule is followed.  Keep mower blades sharp 
to provide a clean cut that allows the cut leaves to quickly recover, which will minimize disease and 
maintain stress tolerance.  Keep mowers in good repair as leaking oil and grease can damage and 
even kill turf.  
 
Irrigation 
 
Irrigation should be supplied to replenish the amount of moisture lost from the turf on a weekly or 
daily basis.  If information is unavailable, irrigate sufficiently to provide approximately one inch of 
water to the turf each week; rainfall amounts need to be considered in this calculation so it is 
important to monitor weekly rainfall using a simple rainfall collection device.  Irrigation systems in 
Level Ia and Ib athletic fields will often be permanent, in ground systems.  Irrigate according to the 
soil permeability, do not try to supply all the weekly requirements with one irrigation application, if 
the soil cannot absorb all the water; instead, irrigate two or three times over one or more days to 
supply the necessary amount of water.  The best time to irrigate is early morning (3 am or later); late 
afternoon or early evening irrigation can promote diseases, which may necessitate fungicide 
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applications.  Do not irrigate fields less than 24-48 hours before events unless a light application is 
required to prevent wilting. 
 
Fertilization 
 
Apply a maximum of four to five pounds of nitrogen per thousand square feet (4-5 lb.  N/M) 
annually. Higher use fields may require up to six or more lb.  N/M annually; do not apply more than 
1 lb.  N/M at any one time.  Fertilizers with an approximately 30-50% slowly available N are 
appropriate.  Apply with a properly calibrated and functioning fertilizer spreader to obtain a uniform 
distribution.  Irrigate with approximately 1/2-inch of water within 24 hours of fertilization unless 
rainfall occurs.  Base phosphorus and potassium inputs on soil tests collected every two to three 
years.  Otherwise, use a fertilizer that supplies at least a 2:1 ratio of nitrogen to potassium.  Since 
phosphorus requirements are significantly less than nitrogen or potassium, little to no phosphorus is 
usually required unless indicated by a soil test.  Other nutrients are rarely if ever limiting, although 
sand based root zones should be soil tested for P, K, Ca. Ma, Fe, Mn, Zn, Cu, B, Mo, and Cl at least 
every other year, and corrective applications made as needed.  There is no reliable test for N in turf as 
forms of nitrogen fluctuate constantly. We are currently using Par-ex 24-4-12 for the stadium fields 
and 46-0-0 (Urea) and 21-0-17 (Ammonium Sulfate) for the Bermuda Fields. 
 
Aerification 
 
Aerification is used to aid drainage, alleviate compaction, and promote turf growth, particularly 
rooting, resulting in increased stress tolerance, improved nutrient uptake, and reduced weed invasion. 
 Aerification can also manage thatch buildup, although this is rarely a concern on athletic fields and 
other high traffic areas. 
 
Aerification should be performed as needed to minimize compaction, up to two to three week 
intervals during the growing season, although one aerification in spring and/or autumn may be 
sufficient.  Use hollow tines, which pull cores out of the field, rather than solid tines or water 
injection systems.  The cores can be left on the surface and will disintegrate within a few weeks, or 
they can be broken up using a drag mat.  Cores can also be removed with sweepers, rakes or shovels, 
but the field will then need to be top dressed to replace the lost soil.  The soil must be moist enough 
to allow good penetration of the tines but not so moist as to result in rutting or compaction from the 
machinery. Use at least 3" long tines and set the aerifier to penetrate to at least a 3-inch depth. 
 
We try to shatter aerate annually in the fall with a yeager twose or verti-drain on the 12 stadium Tall 
Fescue fields. These processes can also be contracted out. 
 
Topdressing 
 
Athletic fields require topdressing to maintain a uniform surface and a crown that is imperative for 
surface drainage.  Soil based fields rely almost solely on surface drainage.  Topdressing consists of 
regular applications of soil or sand, ranging from 1/16-1/4-inch layers each time.  Our Topdressing 
equipment is a Ty crop top dresser that holds 4 cu. Yards. We can top dress a stadium in less than 
two hours. We try to match the topdressing material with the subsoil. 
 
 Other topdressing source must: 

# Be free from glass, rocks, or other debris. 
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# Match the soil type of the root zone, a requirement that is difficult for native soil fields 
 

# Be able to supply a consistent material (both size and type) for years to come, which 
further limits the types of acceptable topdressing.  If a soil type is used which has finer 
particle sizes than the underlying soil root zone, a surface layer will be formed which 
prevents proper water infiltration, and root growth. 

 
 
Over seeding 
 
Thin areas in which the turf density provides less than 90-95% coverage should be over seeded as 
needed to maintain a weed-free, uniform surface to minimize injury resulting from ruts and 
compaction.  Over seeding can be performed using either broadcast or slit seeding.  Slit seed largely, 
or totally bare areas in two to three directions to provide sufficient seed; otherwise, a single pass is 
sufficient.  Broadcast seeding can be performed a variety of ways.  One of the best methods is to 
overseed concurrent with aerification.  Spikers or vertical mowers may also be used to expose soil to 
aid seedling establishment.  Once an area has been over seeded, apply topdressing to help ensure 
seed to soil contact to aid germination.  An area may also be over seeded shortly before games in 
which case the cleats from the athletes will help push the seed into the soil. 
 
Our seed mixture contains 80% Tall fescue, 10 % Kentucky bluegrass, and 10 % perennial ryegrass 
for over seeding.  Kentucky bluegrass plants form rhizomes (underground lateral shoots) which are 
important for providing traction and allow the plant to fill in bare areas, while perennial ryegrass 
germinates quickly (3-5 days) and can provide quick cover.  Since ryegrass plants may not provide 
the most stable footing and are less winter tolerant than Kentucky bluegrass, ryegrass should not 
compose more than 15% of a Kentucky bluegrass/perennial ryegrass seed mixture. We utilize 
certified seed blends that is inspected and certified from the Department of Agriculture. We utilize 
seeds recommended from University of Maryland Mimeo #77. 
 
Seeding rates will vary depending on the amount of area exposed and the seed mix used.  Seeding 
rates range from approximately 2 lb. per thousand square feet when used as a maintenance over 
seeding to turf which has 95% or higher cover, to 2-3 lbs per thousand square feet when more than 
25% of the soil is exposed in an area.  For areas, which have less than 80-90% turf cover, sodding 
may be a better option than over seeding.  If the area is sodded, either use a sod grown on a soil 
which matches that of the root zone mix or use a washed sod to prevent soil layering which will 
cause water infiltration problems and result in poor rooting.  Newly laid sod will require special "spot 
watering" one or more times daily for up to two weeks until roots start to grow into the field soil, at 
which time irrigation frequency can be decreased over the following two to six weeks until the roots 
are sufficiently deep to allow the same irrigation schedule to be followed as the rest of the field 
 
Pest Management 
 
Proper turf management will greatly reduce the need for pesticides by providing dense, healthy turf 
that will crowd out weeds and tolerate moderate levels of disease, insect, or vertebrate damage.  In 
integrated pest management, pesticides are used only when pests damage the turf up to or past a 
predetermined threshold level despite proper conventional management techniques. 
 
When pesticides are applied to turf, the area should be fenced in or at least marked with pesticide 
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application flags ("posting") until the product has dried and the re-entry interval listed on the product 
label has passed.  If no reentry intervals are listed on the label, keep people off the turf for a 
minimum of 24 hours or longer, if required, for the herbicide to dry on the turf.  Most pesticide 
applications dry on the turf within 60 minutes, so the 24-hour reentry interval actually provides a 
large safety margin.  Some granular pesticides also require a re-entry interval following application 
so the label must be read and understood in order to comply with the law.  Granular pesticides, which 
are designed to be applied to the soil, may require an irrigation or rainfall event of greater than 1/4" 
water before the area may be entered 
 
Weed Management 
 
Level Ia and Ib athletic fields have a threshold population of no more than 5%-10% weeds.  Note the 
type and location of the weeds in order to be able to use the appropriate control measures and time 
them appropriately.  Weeds can be classified according to their life cycle.  Annual weeds are those 
that complete their life cycle in one year and include crabgrass, common chickweed, and knotweed.  
Perennial weeds survive for two years or more and include dandelion, mouse-ear chickweed, and 
ground ivy.  Weeds are also classified botanically: dicots include all broadleaf weeds, while 
monocots include all grasses and sedges.  It is important to understand which type of weed you are 
dealing with since management options will vary. 
 
Non-chemical Control 
 
Non-chemical control of weeds includes good management practices and should be the first line of 
defense in any IPM program.  Proper turf management including mowing and fertilization practices 
can reduce potential weed populations 70% or more.  Biological controls relying on microbes are 
currently in development for a few weeds such as annual bluegrass (Poa annua) but are not proven 
techniques and therefore are not commercially available. 
 
Chemical Control 
 
Herbicide selection should be based on several factors: ability to control the target weed(s), relative 
safety (both to the applicator and to the environment), formulation (ester forms are more effective 
than salt-based amines during cool periods but can cause phytotoxicity and are more likely to drift 
during hot, dry periods), and cost. 
 
Apply herbicides when children are not present (e.g., after school, weekends, summer-time). AACPS 
will apply liquid herbicides for control of existing weeds (post-emergent application) since liquid 
herbicides provide better coverage and are typically more effective at controlling existing weeds than 
granular applications. We will spray only the number of sprays that controls the weed. Always read 
the label prior to applying any herbicide. Labels are subject to change annually.  Applications, which 
don’t adhere to label requirements, are illegal and subject to prosecution by law.  
 
Disease Management 
 
Dozens of diseases can affect turf grass. Generally, appropriate fertility and irrigation will keep 
disease problems to a minimum.  Plant a mix of species and include at least three cultivars of each 
species to take advantage of the different disease tolerances and resistances of each variety or 
species.  Turf managers can determine based on weather conditions the likelihood of disease 
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development. AACPS will not apply any preventative applications of fungicide and due to budget 
constraints would only apply curative fungicides in an extraordinary situation. 
 
Insect Management 
 
Insect problems on athletic fields are rare but may occur periodically, usually white grubs. On level 
Ian and Ib fields broadcast curative applications of insecticides may be warranted based on scouting 
reports that indicate sufficient pest activity exists (numeric thresholds have been established for some 
insect pests, particularly white grub species).  Severe turf loss may occur if infestations are not 
treated.   
 
 
Level II Athletic Fields (Baseball and Softball Fields) 
 
IPM Action Points 
 

# Mowing - Mow the turf at 3 inch height at least once weekly. If possible, comply with the 
"1/3 rule". 

 
# Irrigation - Irrigation will only be used to restore damaged turf areas. Very seldom used. 

Only a few of our baseball/softball have irrigation systems or couplers for sprinkler head 
attachments. 

 
# Fertilization - Apply a minimum of 2-3 pounds of nitrogen per thousand square feet annually 

to low use fields with light to medium traffic. Do not apply more than 1 lb.  N/ at any one 
time. 

 
# Aerification. - Aerification is performed once in spring (May) and once in autumn (Oct.) 

when the grass is actively growing. 
 

# Topdressing - Topdressing should be concentrated in the center and other problem wear areas 
in the field. 

 
# Over seeding - Thin areas in which the turf density provides less than 70% coverage should 

be over seeded as needed. Apply Tall Fescue, Bluegrass, and Perennial Rye Mix at a rate of 
3-5 lbs per 1,000 sq.ft. once in the fall and once in the spring. 

 
Level II athletic fields include baseball, softball, and or some multipurpose fields at our high schools. 
 These are often low to medium budget high school game fields. These fields have moderate to good 
turf (> 70% cover) with up to 30% of the surface covered by weeds but no more than 10% bare 
ground.  The soil type is native soil.  Surface drainage generally provides all the drainage; native soil 
and lack of tiling preclude internal drainage.  The field must provide a uniformly smooth surface (no 
major ruts, rapid divot repair, etc.) and an appropriate turf, which will sustain a high level of traffic.  
No limits are placed on the number of events the turf will support, but good management practices 
should be used to prevent unnecessary damage (e.g., rotation of practice areas, proper mowing and 
fertilizing, etc.). 
 
Primary cultural practices for Level II athletic fields include regular mowing and fertilization.  
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Irrigation is used only for restoration or establishment.  Secondary cultural practices include 
occasional aeration, topdressing, and over seeding or sodding to replace worn areas.  Use of 
chemicals to control or manage weed and insect pests is usually only applied when grub damage and 
the subsequent feeding moles disrupt the surface. This damage is usually a safety problem because of 
the mole furrows and uneven turf surface so curative chemical applications would be allowed as part 
of an overall integrated pest management program.  
 
 
Level III Athletic Fields (General Multi-purpose Practice Fields) 
 
IPM Action Points 
 

# Mowing - Mow the turf at 3-inch height at least at 7 to 10-day intervals.  If possible, comply 
with the "1/3 rule". 

 
# Irrigation - Irrigation will only be used to restore damaged turf areas. 

 
# Fertilization - Fertilization rates one pound of nitrogen per 1000 square feet every three 

years.  
 

# Aerification – Core Aerated once every three years 
 

# Topdressing - Level III fields will not be top dressed. 
 

# Over seeding - Level III fields generally will not be over seeded.  Large, bare areas may need 
to be over seeded. Generally the fields are over seeded 3-5 lbs per 1,000 sq ft. once every 
three years. 

 
Level III athletic fields include general use practice fields at the High Schools.  These fields have 
poor to moderate turf with 50% or more of the surface covered by weeds.  A fair portion of the fields 
may be bare ground but this should be kept to no more than 10% bare ground for safety reasons.  The 
soil type is native soil.  Surface drainage generally provides all the drainage; native soil and lack of 
tiling preclude internal drainage.  The field should have a relatively smooth surface (no major ruts, 
rapid divot repair, etc.) for safety reasons.  No limits are placed on the number of events the turf will 
support, but common sense should be used to prevent unnecessary damage (e.g., rotation of practice 
areas, regular mowing).  Primary cultural practices for Level III athletic fields include regular 
mowing and fertilization. Irrigation is used only for restoration or establishment.  Secondary cultural 
practices may, but are not likely to, include over seeding or sodding to replace worn areas.  Pesticides 
to control weeds, diseases or insects will generally not be used. 
 

 
 
STADIUM FIELD MAINTENANCE (LEVEL Ia Tall Fescue Mix Turf) 
 
 A.  Seed and Fertilizer Application 
  
    1. Fall Applications 
    



FY’16 Docs IPM 699-2015 
Revised December 1, 2015 
 29 

     Fertilizer- 18-18-18  
     2 applications 500 lbs each (.9lbs x 2 = 1.8lbs)      

650lbs 24-4-12 I.B.D.U. (1.56lbs) or 3.46lbs total for Fall     
  
Seed- 200 lbs. (2.5lbs) during season (cleat seeding Tall Fescue mix)  
300 lbs (3.75lbs) after seasons (Tall Fescue mix)       
 

  2. Spring Application 
    
     Fertilizer -300 lbs (.72lbs) 24-4-12 IBDU      
    Seed- 500 lbs Tall Fescue Mix (5.25lbs)     
          0 
B. Herbicide Application: (No Pre-emergent controls applied:  will evaluate after season) 

 
 1. Drive/Confront (June and August application) 
   2. Manage (Late June and late July application) 
    
 
 C. Fungus Control: 
 
   1. No preventative applications (only extreme curative application) 
 
 D. Insecticide Application: 
  
   1. Merit 75 wsp (preventative) or Dylox (curative) as needed 
 
 E. Topdressing Application: (once per year) 
 

II. Bermuda Fields (Level Ib) 
 
 A.  Fertilizer 

 
1. Urea (46-0-0)/Amm. Sulf. (21-0-17) 8 applics. X .9lbsN = 7.2lbsN annually 
2. Potash (0-0-50) 2 applications x  1lbs K = 2lbs K annually 
3. Summer fertilizer applications only 

Beginning on June 1 and ending on August 30 there will be 8 applications of fertilizer.  The 
fertilizer source will be either Urea (46-0-0) or Ammonium Sulfate (21-0-17).  No 
application will exceed 1 lb per thousand square feet and the total nitrogen applied for the 
year will be approximately 7lbs per thousand N on 15-day intervals.  There will also be 2 
Potash (0-0-50) applications at 1 lb each in September. 
A few more nitrogen applications may need to be applied during a summer when a Bermuda 
field installation (Sprigging) is being done. 

 
 B.  Chemical 
  

1. Escort/Kerb (May) as needed 
2. Drive/Confront (June) as needed 
3. MSMA (July – August) up to four sprays as needed 
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4. Merit WSP or Dylox  (May-September) as needed based on scouting 
5. Ronstar G  (only during a summer sprig installation to reduce weed competition) 

 
 
 
 

III. Baseball/Softball Fields (level II)  
 
A.  Softball Field Seed and Fertilizer Applications 
 

1. Fall fertilizer Applications (24-4-12 IBDU) 500lbs (1.2lbs N) 
2. Spring fertilizer Applications (24-4-12 IBDU) 300lbs (.9lbs N) 
3. Fall seed applications (300lbs Tall Fescue mix 3.75lbs) 
4. Spring seed applications (300lbs Tall Fescue mix 3.75lbs) 

          
 
B.  Baseball Field Seed and Fertilizer Applications 
 

1. Fall fertilizer Applications (24-4-12 IBDU) 700lbs (1.68lbsN) 
2. Spring fertilizer Applications (24-4-12 IBDU) 500lbs (1.2lbsN) 
3. Fall seed applications (400 lbs Tall Fescue mix 4lbs) 
4. Spring seed application (400 lbs Tall Fescue mix 4lbs) 

 
IV. Multi-purpose Practice Fields (Level III) 
 
   A. Practice field Seed and Fertilizer Applications 
 

1. Fall fertilizer applications (18-18-18) 500lbs x 2 = 2.0lbsN total 
2. Spring fertilizer applications (18-18-18) 200lbs = .4lbs N total 
3. Fall seed application (400lbs perennial ryegrass = 4.5lbs) 
4. Spring seed application (400lbs perennial ryegrass = 4.5lbs) 

           
 
BASEBALL/SOFTBALL FIELDS SKIN AREAS 
 
We have had a few requests not to apply herbicides on the skin areas of our baseball/softball fields 
and to use cultural controls exclusively. Presently we use a mixture of Roundup and Surflan in July, 
after the schools are closed for the summer, to control the vegetative growth on the skin areas of our 
26-baseball/softball fields. This application enables us to prepare all of our fields in the fall for the 
start of the spring season. Cultural controls generally would have to be timed as not to interfere with 
playability. This would be difficult since these fields are played on from March through October. In 
addition, the frequency that cultural controls would need to be performed is cost prohibited because 
of the lack of resources and the manpower required. Weeds on these fields cause many safety 
concerns such as bad hops to the fielders and uniform footing for the players. Any cultivation of the 
skin areas is not recommended during the season.  Cultivation usually takes about one week per inch 
of disturbance to resettle after the first heavy rains (e.g. after tilling two inches deep, the soil takes 
two weeks to settle).  The following represents a cost estimate study done by Howard County Public 
Schools of various cultural controls without the use of pesticides and the costs using chemicals. This 
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study demonstrates the need for Anne Arundel County to use chemical controls on the skinned 
portion of baseball and softball fields due to limited resources and manpower. These chemical 
controls will only be used once per season in the summer when school is on break. 
 

Pre-Emergence/Post Emergence Control Expenditure  
• Materials     = $     52.00 
• Labor      = $     15.00 

Total = $     67.00 (Per field) 
•  Total Program Cost (98 Fields)  = $6,566.00 

 
Cultural Control- (Sod Cutter Expenditure) – This process requires a sod cutter, skid steer, and 

drag. Manpower would consist of 2 men for 8 hrs. Per field. During this process ball 
diamond mix is removed and would have to be replaced. This would have to be done a 
minimum of three times per year. This will not keep the skin area weed free in between 
applications and could cause playability problems. 

 
• Labor 16 hrs     = $       240.00 
• Material (Ball Mix)    = $       150.00 

Total   = $    390.00 (Per Field) 
• Total Cost (98 Fields)    = $  38,220.00 
• Total Program Cost    = $114,660.00   

 
Cultural Controls- (Cultivation) - Cultivate with a Howard Rotvator every six weeks starting in 

March. It would require approximately six applications. The fields would have to be 
leveled with a York raked and dragged immediately after cultivating.  (Price does not 
include equipment needed.) 

 
• Labor 8 Hrs     = $      120.00 
     Total = $ 11,760.00 (0ne time) 
• Total Program Cost    = $ 70,560.00 

 
Cultural Controls- (Dragging) - Dragging would consist of two times per week March thru 

November. The frequency of this process would take an additional 8 men, 8 vehicles 
with trailers, and 8 Sand Pro’s to drag all the fields we are responsible for in that time 
frame. 

   
• Labor 2 men 20 fields/day   = $        240.00 

     Total Labor   $   43,200.00 
• Equipment Cost    = $ 376,000.00 

 
COST ESTIMATE FOR OPTIONS ON BASEBALL/SOFTBALL FIELDS: 

 
  1. Round-up/Surflan Application:   = $    6,566.00 
  2. Cultural Controls w/Sod Cutter   = $114,660.00 
  3. Cultural Controls w/Cultivation   = $  70,560.00 
  4. Cultural Controls w/ Dragging   = $  43,200.00  
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CONCLUSIONS 
 
Anne Arundel County Public Schools Athletic Grounds will do its best to comply with this IPM 
program.  Even though a pre-emergent program has proven to be successful in the past, we will try a 
post-emergent program outlined previously and rate its success or failure at the end of the 2002-
growing season. This rating will be based on field safety, school complaints, visual appearance, and 
overall quality.  Anne Arundel County Athletic Grounds maintains 80.5 athletic fields, of which only 
24.5 will receive any chemical controls based on scouting and post-emergent sprays. In developing 
this IPM program AACPS has tried to time all post-emergent sprays in the summer when students 
will be out for break to limit exposure and contact. Any chemical application done during the school 
year will be applied during off hours or weekends or the area will be closed off. 
 
Skinned baseball and softball infields will receive one spray per year to control weeds, due to the 
lack of manpower and prohibitive costs associated with a mechanical removal of weeds. An 
occasional grub application may be necessary on a baseball/field hockey field or softball field to 
maintain safety and playability (also based on scouting only). 
 
AACPS may have to adjust this IPM plan after the 2002-growing season and submit a revised plan, 
but it is committed to trying a true IPM plan and not saying it will not work first. 
 



   

Sample IPM Scouting Form 
Scouting Form for Athletic Fields (IPM Report) 

Anne Arundel County Public High Schools 
         
Scout:     Date:   Time: (in)   (out)   
Weather:           # Of Degree Days   
School:             
         

Field Stadium Baseball Softball Practice 1 Practice 2 Practice 3 Bermuda 1 Bermuda 2 
Problem Type 

(Type and %)                 
Insect                 

Disease                 
Weed                 

Unknown                 
Other                 

Pest Life Stage 
(check applicable)                 

None                 
Egg                 

Early Larval                 
Late Larval                 

Pupa                 
Adult                 

Severity of 
Problem 

(check applicable)                 
Action inappropriate 

at this time                 
Too light for action at 

this time                 
Action in the next 2-4 

weeks                 
Action within 1 week                 

Action within 24 hours                 
Control performed                 

Beneficial Activity (Please note)        
                  
                  
           

Recommended Action         
                  
                  
                  
           

Evaluation:  Was "Action" Successful        
Yes - No - N/A           
Explain:                 
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Significant Changes to the 2004 IPM Plan 
 
1: Request to use generic pesticides in lieu of “named brands”. 
2: Request to use pre-emergence pesticides to control or eliminate grubs. 
 

February 28, 2006 
 
Mr. Edward Crow 
Maryland Department of Agriculture 
Pesticide Regulatory Section 
50 Harry S. Truman Parkway 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
 
RE: AACPS Update to IPM Management System 
 
Dear Mr. Crow: 
 
In accordance with COMAR 15.05.02.03, Anne Arundel County Public Schools is requesting 
approval from your Department to revise our integrated pest management plan.  The details of this 
request are outlined in the attachment but basically the Athletic Grounds Department wishes to 
amend page 13 to utilize generic pesticides with the same chemical formulations in lieu of the name 
brand formulations. 
 
In addition, Anne Arundel County Public Schools would like to take advantage of the newer and 
safer pesticide technologies as they emerge. 
 
Thank you for your attention to the above and we await your response. Should you have any 
questions please contact me at 410-360-0138 or should you prefer via e-mail at dlahart@aacps.org. 
 
     Sincerely, 
 
 
 
     Daniel La Hart, CIH 
     Environmental Issues Program Manager 
     Operations Division 
 
 
w/ attachments 
 
CC: Bill Reinhol 
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Anne Arundel County Public Schools IPM Plan 

JJJuuussstttiiifffiiicccaaatttiiiooonnn   fffooorrr   UUUsssiiinnnggg   MMMeeerrriiittt   aaasss   aaa   PPPrrreee---PPPeeesssttt   (((GGGrrruuubbbsss)))   PPPrrrooobbbllleeemmm   
 
 

1. I have been employed with AACPS since August of 2001 and there has been an 
extensive grub problem in late August to early September each year on our tall 
fescue stadiums (over 90% infestation 4 consecutive years) 

 
2. Dylox (which is an organo-phosphate chemical) has been used curative for the 

problem, and is the only chemical that can be used at this point of damage 
 

3. There are much safer alternatives which can be used as a preventive chemical 
(Merit, Mach II, Allectus) 

 
4. Based on the previous history of grub activity on our stadium fields, the safety of 

the chemicals being used and also timing.  It makes sense to apply preventative. 
 

5. While waiting for the grub damage to appear before treating, the field is losing the 
root system (thus durability and safety) right at the beginning of the fall sports 
season.  

 
6. Merit or Mach II can be applied (June/July) in the summertime when no students 

are around.  
 

7. Dylox is applied once the fall practice season has begun and is a more dangerous 
chemical (not to mention the field has already been damaged.) 

 
8. AACPS had an incident on August 26, 2004 when dylox was applied to the stadium 

at Annapolis H.S. All regulations were followed in applying the product, but a team 
entered the field after work hours and an athlete had an allergic reaction to the 
chemical.  The chemical had been watered in, gates locked, and signs posted. All 
announcement and posting was done inside the school also. 

 
9. For all these reasons I think applying Merit pre-emergent would be a wiser, safer, 

and more effective response to what we have seen over the last four grub seasons. 
 

10. AACPS has Merit as a possible chemical that might be used in the AACPS IPM 
plan that was approved by the Maryland Department of Agriculture in Spring of 
2002 

 
 

March 1, 2006 
 
 
 
• Request for Anne Arundel County Public Schools IPM plan modification 
• This would be in addition to page 13 in the original 2002 IPM plan 
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Baseball/Softball Fields Skinned Areas 
 
 

This would be an addendum to Anne Arundel County Public School’s original IPM plan that was 
approved in the spring of 2002.  The original plan called for a cleanup application of roundup and 
surflan, once a year on the baseball/softball skinned areas. This application was to be applied in July 
or early August to cleanup the infields before the start of fall sports.  It also would be done when 
school was out and no activities were planned for the fields. 
 
Nothing in theory would change with the reasoning behind the application and timing, which is to 
eliminate the cost of mechanical removal, and only apply the chemical when school is off for 
summer break. 
 
However, with the patent having expired on Roundup, the market has been flooded with chemically 
identical glyphosate products that work and in regards to safety are exactly the same. They can be 
dramatically cheaper to AACPS due to increased competition.  A lot of these products are bid in the 
County and school-board contracts.   
 
I would like to have the option of using identical glyphosate products if it is exactly the same 
chemical and at the same concentration.  This would offer considerable savings to Anne Arundel 
County Public Schools. 
 
I would also like to request as new safer technology evolves and becomes available, Anne Arundel 
County can utilize these advances through a request to the Maryland Department of Agriculture. 
 
Thank you for your consideration in this matter. (March 1, 2006) 
 
CONCLUSIONS 
 
Anne Arundel County Public Schools Athletic Grounds will do its best to comply with this IPM 
program.  Even though a pre-emergent program has proven to be successful in the past, we will try 
a post-emergent program outlined previously and rate its success or failure at the end of the 2002-
growing season. This rating will be based on field safety, school complaints, visual appearance, and 
overall quality.  Anne Arundel County Athletic Grounds maintains 80.5 athletic fields, of which 
only 24.5 will receive any chemical controls based on scouting and post-emergent sprays. In 
developing this IPM program AACPS has tried to time all post-emergent sprays in the summer 
when students will be out for break to limit exposure and contact. Any chemical application done 
during the school year will be applied during off hours or weekends or the area will be closed off. 
 
Skinned baseball and softball infields will receive one spray per year to control weeds, due to the 
lack of manpower and prohibitive costs associated with a mechanical removal of weeds. An 
occasional grub application may be necessary on a baseball/field hockey field or softball field to 
maintain safety and playability (also based on scouting only). 
 
AACPS may have to adjust this IPM plan after the 2002-growing season and submit a revised plan, 
but it is committed to trying a true IPM plan and not saying it will not work first. 
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SECTION 4 
 

INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT PLAN 
FOR 

AGRISCIENCE PROGRAMS  
AND 

THE CHESAPEAKE CONNECTIONS PROGRAM 
 
 

Pest Management Policy Statement For Agriscience/ Chesapeake Connections Programs 
 
The propagation and production of plants within a greenhouse environment is an important part of 
the educational curriculum for students enrolled in Agriscience Programs.  Insect, mite and disease 
pests often infest plants causing significant damage.  The control of pests and nutrients associated 
with horticultural crops is also a vital part of the educational curriculum within Agriscience 
Programs.  Damage to plants resulting from these pests must be managed in order to instruct 
students in the management of horticultural crops in production greenhouses and to provide quality 
plants that can be marketed as part of school fund raising projects.  The use of pesticides can pose 
risks through unnecessary exposures to people, property, and the environment.  Risks can be kept to 
a minimum through proper selection and judicious use.  Pest control within the Agriscience 
Program must protect the health and safety of the students, staff, and the environment while 
teaching students the principles of pest control and proper pesticide use for the production of quality 
greenhouse and nursery plants.  Therefore Anne Arundel County Public Schools has adopted 
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) for the control of pests encountered within the Agriscience 
Program and will incorporate the instruction of IPM as part of the curriculum.  The Pesticides 
Safely Modules 1-6 Cooperative Extension Service University of Maryland College Park and 
University of Maryland Eastern Shore and Maryland Department of Agriculture core training 
manuals. 
 
 
Education 
 
Agriscience Programs are designed to teach students about horticulture and to provide them with 
information on the fundamentals of plant growth and production.  As part of the curriculum students 
will be taught basic IPM practices and principles and how IPM is used in the production and 
maintenance of horticultural corps.  Students will also be instructed on the proper use of pesticides 
and how they may be used as part of an IPM program.  Students will receive instruction in the 
identification and biology of common pests that may occur in horticultural crops grown as part of 
the Agriscience Program, the IPM policies and procedures to be used to achieve the desired pest 
management objectives, and will be informed of their role in meeting these objectives. 
 
 
Roles and Responsibilities 
 
Chesapeake Connections Environmental Outreach Program 
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The staff at Arlington Echo Outdoor Education Center provides support and expertise to complete 
yearlong environmental service-learning projects as part of Chesapeake Connections with many 
Anne Arundel middle and elementary schools.  The service-learning projects are infused into each 
school’s curricula and involve using community areas or school grounds for environmental 
restoration activities.  

Best Practice 1: Meet a recognized need in the community  

Anne Arundel County’s Outdoor Education Center, Arlington Echo, works with many middle and 
elementary schools to restore and/or create bogs, gardens, and runoff areas on school grounds or in 
the community.  These projects meet growing environmental needs in our area and help protect the 
Chesapeake Bay. 
 
 
The IPM program within the Agriscience Program/Chesapeake Connections Program will require 
the assistance and cooperation of the administration, designated Contact Person, Agriscience 
teachers and students.  The Agriscience / Chesapeake Connections teacher, Sheen Roos, will work 
with the County School District’s/Board of Education’s designated Contact Person who serves as a 
liaison between the administration and pest control programs in order to provide oversight, 
consistency in pest control programs and ensure that the provisions of the School District’s IPM 
System and notification requirements are fulfilled.  The Contact Person, will advise the teacher of 
IPM program changes and new laws and regulations effecting the School District’s IPM System and 
Agriscience /Chesapeake Connection IPM System. 
 
The Agriscience/Chesapeake Connections teacher will remain in communication with the Contact 
Person since the Contact Person serves as the liaison between the school administration and parents, 
guardian, students and staff to address questions and concerns regarding the overall IPM system and 
pest control practices. 
 
The Agriscience/Chesapeake Connections teacher will comply with the provisions of the IPM 
system for Agriscience Programs by ensuring good sanitation practices are followed in conjunction 
with documenting areas requiring maintenance or repair.  The teacher will keep the Contact Person 
apprised of activities within the Agriscience Program and pest problems encountered within the 
program.  Copies of all pesticide labels and Safety Data Sheets (SDS) that may potentially be used 
within the Agriscience Program will be provided to the Contact Person.  The teacher will instruct 
students enrolled in Agriscience Programs in the principles of IPM in greenhouses and other related 
subject areas. 
 
Students will comply with the provisions of the IPM system by ensuring that areas requiring 
maintenance or repair, sanitation problems and pest problems or sightings are documented.  
Students need to ensure good sanitation practices are followed. 
 
Pests 
 
Pests are populations of living organisms (insects, mites, weeds, or microorganisms) that interfere 
with the use of the school site for human purposes and in the production of plants.  Strategies for 
managing pest populations will be influenced by specific crops and the pest species.  IPM in 
greenhouse and other similar sites relies on the coordinated use of pest, fertility management, water 
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management, other cultural practices and other environmental information in conjunction with the 
utilization of the best available pest management methods to prevent unacceptable levels of pest 
damage by the most economical means and with the least possible hazard to students, staff, property 
and the environment.  Long-term control of pests is achieved by using information about the 
biology and habits of the pest and its interaction with its surroundings. 
 
Pest Management 
 
This Integrated Pest Management Plan for Agriscience/ Chesapeake Connections Programs has 
been developed as a supplement to the School District’s comprehensive IPM system as required by 
Maryland’s Regulations Pertaining To Integrated Pest Management and Notification of Pesticide 
Use in a Public School.  Pest management strategies will be developed for each discipline (e.g., 
greenhouses, nurseries, agriculture, landscaping) of the Agriscience/Chesapeake Connections 
Program and will include any proposed pest management measures. Students will be instructed 
on the principles and practices of IPM and pest control procedures, including the proper use of 
pesticides. 
 
Pests will be managed to: 
 

• Minimize the loss or damage to plants and minimize the potential for a recurrence of the 
pest problem. 

 
• Maintain a level of pest infestation or damage that will be acceptable for the marketability 

of the crop. 
 

• Prevent pests from spreading to other parts of the school building and into the community, 
or areas beyond the site. 

 
 
Integrated Pest Management Procedures 
 
IPM procedures will determine when to control pests, and identify conditions contributing to pest 
problems through the use of monitoring and thorough inspections conducted at regular intervals.  
Problem areas will be identified where alternative pest control techniques can be incorporated in 
order to eliminate routine pesticide applications.  The necessity for pest control, if warranted, will 
be evaluated based on information obtained from a regular monitoring program that includes 
random foliage inspections of plants, inspections of greenhouse, monitoring cards and sentinel 
plants.  These actions will be based on action threshold levels that will be established based on the 
specific crop, developmental stage of the crop and the target pest.  When pest control procedures 
are warranted, the utilization of one or more pest control methods including sanitation, 
modification of production procedures, cultural practices, mechanical procedures, biological 
controls, and pesticides will be considered. 
 
IPM practitioners will depend on current, comprehensive information on the pest and its 
environment and the best available pest control methods.  By applying IPM principles, unacceptable 
levels of pest activity and damage will be suppressed by the most economical means while 
minimizing the risk to human health and the environment associated with pesticide applications.  
While the use of biological controls can play an important role in an IPM program designed for 
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greenhouses and landscapes, the sole reliance on the use of biological controls to maintain pests 
below damaging levels if often not feasible.  Due to the imprecise nature of biological insect 
populations and their interaction with pest populations, crops must be closely monitored. If 
appropriate action is not taken, which may include the use of selected bio-rational pesticides while 
populations are small, pesticides may have to be applied on a larger scale to maintain pests below 
damaging levels that may lead to the destruction of the crop. 
 
It is the policy of this School District/Board of Education to utilize IPM principles within the 
Agriscience / Chesapeake Connections Program to manage pest populations adequately.  The full 
range of pest control alternatives, including no action, will be considered.  Selected non-chemical 
pest management methods will be implemented whenever possible to provide the desired control.  
The choice of using pesticides will be based on a review of all other available options and a 
determination that these options are unreasonable or have been exhausted, in order to minimize the 
use of pesticides.  Cost of staffing considerations alone will not be adequate justification for the use 
of pesticides. 
 
The management of algae and weeds within and around greenhouses is an important component of 
an IPM program in order to reduce or eliminate additional pest harborage and breeding sites.  Weed 
control may involve the use of pesticides if nontoxic options are unreasonable or have been 
exhausted. 
 
When it is determined that a pesticide must be used to meet vital pest management goals, the least 
hazardous pesticide will be selected.  Only pesticides registered by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and the Maryland State Chemist may be applied.  Applications will only be 
made to those plants or portions of plants that require treatment and during the growth stage of the 
pest when they will be most effective.  The application of such pesticides are subject to the School 
District’s/Board of Education’s policies and procedures and all applicable state, federal and local 
regulations including the Maryland Pesticide Applicators Law and Regulations, and the Federal 
Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act. 
 
Record Keeping 
 
Information obtained from inspections and monitoring shall be maintained to verify the need for 
treatments.  This information should include the plant height and development, type of pest, 
population counts, presence and severity of disease, location of weeds and evaluation of previous 
control measures.  The removal of infested plants or plant parts should be documented along with 
the modification of other cultural changes such as soil fertility and watering.  Areas requiring 
maintenance or repair should be documented as part of the records along with copies of Work Order 
Requests.  Records of pesticide use shall be maintained by the certified applicator at the time of 
pesticide application, comply with state record keeping requirements and will be maintained for two 
years.  Records must be current and accurate. 
 
Pesticide Purchase and Storage 
 
Pesticide purchases should be limited to the smallest amount available or the amount that may be 
used during the year.  Pesticides will be stored and disposed of in accordance with the pesticide 
product label directions and state regulations.  Pesticides must be stored in an appropriate, secure 
site inaccessible to students or unauthorized personnel. 
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Pesticide Applications 
 
Pesticides may be used after it is determined that nontoxic options are unreasonable or have been 
exhausted.  The least hazardous pesticide will be selected and the method and time of application 
will be based on the goal to minimize the potential for exposure of students and staff to the 
pesticide.  Applications will only be made to those plants or portions of plants, or areas, requiring 
treatment and during the growth stage of the pest when they will be most effective or to eradicate 
non-native plant species prior to re-planting a new growth area. 
 
Pesticide applications made as part of the Agriscience/ Chesapeake Connections Program will be 
conducted by an individual certified as a pest control applicator in the Demonstration and Research 
Category of Pest Control (Category X), or by a registered employee/trained student working under 
the supervision of a certified applicator.  Applicators must be trained in the principles and practices 
of IPM and the use of pesticides.  Pesticide applications must follow state and federal pesticide 
regulations, label precautions and comply with this School District’s IPM Policy and Plan. 
 
Program Evaluation 
 
Evaluation of the pest control program is a critical component of an IPM program for the 
production of crops in greenhouses.  IPM is a dynamic process and requires pest management 
strategies to be continually evaluated and modified as needed.  Evaluation of crop production 
program and effectiveness of the pest control program should be made each time the crop is 
monitored.  This will include the review of inspection reports, sanitation reports, fertilization and 
watering programs and other records to establish current conditions, progress of the program against 
pest problems and conditions, effectiveness of action thresholds, and to identify problem areas in 
the IPM system that may need to be modified or changed.  Since the evaluation process is a critical 
component of an IPM program, students enrolled in the Agriscience/ Chesapeake Connections 
Program should actively participate in the evaluation process to obtain a better understanding of the 
dynamics involved in an IPM program. 
 
Notification 
 
The Agriscience/Chesapeake Connections teacher, Sheen Roos, will contact the School 
District’s/Board of Education’s designated Contact Person, prior to any pesticide application.  The 
contact person will notify all school staff, students, parents and guardians prior to pesticide 
applications made in school buildings, including greenhouses, or on school grounds in accordance 
with Maryland regulations.  
 
Notices will be posted in designated areas at schools and sent home to parents and guardians of all 
elementary school students at the school in which the application was made and in middle schools 
and high schools to those individuals who wish to be informed in advance of pesticide applications 
and are on the pesticide notification list. 
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Section 5 

 
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Plan of Action 

For 
The Center of Applied Technology North (CATN) 

 
 
Integrated Pest Management Goal 
 
To provide a safe environment in which to learn about Agriscience of which pesticide usage is a 
necessary component.  
The students will be trained in:  
Identification, control options, record keeping, safe pesticide handling and other concepts of IPM as part 
of their Agriscience training. 

1. To produce quality crops for sale to the public.  
2. To provide application experience to prepare students for industry employment. 

 
Objective 
 
Pests and Pesticides can pose significant problems to people and plant crops. The objective of the 
CATN Agriscience program is implement an IPM program that will meet the needs of the greenhouses 
and landscape classrooms as well as provide instruction to students on the IPM philosophy and 
practices.  These practices will: minimize the amount and toxicity of pesticides used at the school, 
eliminate unnecessary pesticide spraying, provide educational experience and training to students in 
preparation of the state pesticide licensing exam. 
 
Rules and Regulations 
 
When it is determined that a pesticide must be used in order to meet important management goals, the 
least hazardous material adequate to control the pest will be chosen and label directions shall be 
followed. The application of pesticides is subject to the following Federal, State and Local rules and 
provisions: the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act, The Environmental Protection 
Agency, the Occupational Safety and Health Administration, the Superfund Amendments and 
Reauthorization Act, The Resources Conservation and Recovery Act, The Hazardous Materials 
Transportation Uniform Safety Act, the Endangered Species Act, the State of Maryland COMAR 
regulations, Anne Arundel County regulations and AACPS school district policies and procedures. 
 
 
OVERVIEW of CATN- AGRISCIENCE DEPARTMENT 
 
 
Notification Procedures 
 
The Agriscience Department will adhere to the AACPS Notification policy of the “Anne Arundel 
County Public Schools Integrated Pest Management Plan Notification Procedures and Program 
Practices”. 
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Posting 
CATN will adhere to the label instructions for reentry and the legal requirement for application posting. 
 
Record Keeping  
Record of Pesticide us shall be maintained to meet the requirements of the state regulatory agency and 
AACPS. The site record and safety material data sheets for Agriscience will be kept in the Records 
station located outside the Agriscience office door next to the rear exit door leading to greenhouse 
number 3. In addition to a hard copy of the current pesticides, a CD which has been provided by the 
industry will be maintained in the same location which contains many other SDS sheets of commonly 
used pesticides as well. 
 
Integrated Pest Management Practices 
 
Pesticides are used extensively in the “Green Industry”. At CATN pesticide usage is important for two 
reasons: they are used to assist in growing quality greenhouse crops and landscape maintenance; and 
they are used to teach future industry workers common greenhouse and landscape procedures as well as 
responsible IPM practices. Students will be taught about exposures, risk, tolerance thresholds, and other 
basic IPM philosophies and chemical usage safety, procedures, and facts. The Agriscience instructor 
possesses a Pesticide Applicator Certificate issued by the state of Maryland. Level 2 students will 
complete a lengthy unit on IPM practices and Pesticide usage. The unit exam will be the Maryland 
Private Pesticide Applicator exam. Students passing the exam can obtain a private applicator certificate. 
Other students will receive training to satisfy the requirements of the U.S. EPA’s Worker Protection 
Standard for handlers and receive a Worker Protection Standard Handler Training Verification Card 
upon completion. Recommended pesticides will not hurt the environment or humans if applied 
according to the label directions and if proper precautions are taken. Because these pesticides are being 
applied in the school environment, pesticides with the least possible toxicity are used. Pest identification 
and monitoring will be a major part of the IPM program. Environmental practices will be employed to 
help reduce pest problems initially. Then Biological controls will be tried. (Note: Many of these 
biological controls are labeled for use as pesticides and therefore follow the legal responsibilities 
associated with that status).  In some cases it then becomes necessary to use a pesticide to control a 
situation. All pesticides used in the Agriscience Department at CATN are in the “General Use” 
category.  
 
A major concern is protection from direct contact with pesticides mist, vapors, and dust during 
measuring, mixing and application. Wearing protective clothing is required. Only persons who have 
been properly trained and meet the legal requirements will be allowed to actually handle pesticides. 
Level II students will perform simulation exercises. Application of pesticides must be in a manner that 
minimizes drift into sensitive areas such as non-target ornamental plantings, wetlands, and fish and 
wildlife habitats. 
 
 
The need for chemical usage varies greatly from the Greenhouse to the Landscape. The pest, the pest 
threshold, types and forms of chemical must be addresses to fit each situation.  
 
Greenhouse: 
Weeds are a major problem within the greenhouse environment. IPM control for bench weeds is 
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mechanical (hand weeding) however there are at present six (6) herbicides labeled for greenhouse usage. 
The major chemical needs of the greenhouse are for insecticides and fungicides. 
 
Insect and fungal pest are a common threat in the greenhouse environment that, if left untreated, can 
result in loss of the crop and economic loss. It is necessary to constantly monitor the greenhouse 
environment for the identification of a problem and to then decide on the best plan of action. The 
students will perform daily monitoring during the school year and weekly reports will be kept of 
identified insects and other pest problems. 
 
The first line of defense is prevention. Greenhouse sanitation in the form of dead leaf removal, pruning 
infested materials, disposing of infested materials, proper watering, cleaning the floors, weed removal, 
and other cultural practices are a must. Biological controls such as using predatory insects are another 
tactic used at CATN. Praying mantis casings are identified in the wild and are then harvested into the 
greenhouse for hatching as needed. Many biological controls are labeled as pesticides and should be 
respected as such. These options are considered first to establish control of the pest population. When 
these options are ineffective then other pesticides will be considered for use if the crop is at risk.  
 
Landscape: 
The greatest chemical need within the landscape is for herbicide.  Weeds grow in the cracks of 
sidewalks, fence lines, and along gutters and curbs. In addition, good maintenance practices include the 
presentation of plantings in a weed free, mulched, environment. This also assists in water conservation 
and protects the plants from being damaged by equipment. Open wounds invite insect and disease 
organisms into the plant and initiate decline and death of the plants over time. The student will be taught 
the industry procedure for protecting plantings from this fate. This includes the use of broad-spectrum 
herbicides 
 
General Landscape practices of using pre-emergence for annual planting beds will be taught and 
practiced as well. These practices reduce plant loss and save labor. Without their usage these plantings 
have no value and become an eyesore. 
 
Insect pests pose a threat to ornamental plants and turf. Students will be taught to scout for insects and 
learn the life cycles and controls for these problems. Pest thresholds will be determined (this is 
subjective to a point in this situation).  Safe cultural practices such as proper pruning and good sanitation 
as well as biological controls will be considered first and other control used as needed.    
 
Other pests that may attack landscape plants are disease and fungus. These problems will be dealt with 
in a similar manor as insects. 
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SECTION 6 
 

SUMMARY 
AACPS INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT PLAN, 

NOTIFICATION PROCEDURES AND, 
PROGRAM PRACTICES 

 
Since 1989 AACPS has utilized the IPM method of pest control.  This method reduces our historical 
dependence on chemical pest control treatments.  It relies on traps, surveys, education and elevated school 
cleanliness standards to manage pest populations.  Pesticides are used only when all else fails.  Even then, 
the least toxic chemical is applied. Pests will be managed to: 
 
Reduce any potential human health hazard or to protect against a significant threat to public safety. 
 
Prevent loss or damage to school structures or property. 
 
Prevent pests from spreading into the community, or to plant and animal populations beyond the site. 
 
Enhance the quality of life to students, staff, and others. 
 
Provide universal notification to all staff, parents, guardians and students whenever a chemical pesticide 
application is necessary. 
 
Maintain Notification Lists in secondary schools. 
 
Maintain records, SDS and Labels. 
 
Use IPM strategies to control both indoor and outdoor pest.  
 
All pesticide applications conducted inside school buildings are scheduled for after school hours or when 
students are not present in the classroom. 
 
Requests by a school for special (non-emergency) problems can be called into Operations and receive a 
work order number.  Upon receipt, IPM personnel will coordinate a time for inspection will contact the 
school. 
 
Emergency situations, i.e., bees, wasps, bats, snakes, black widow spiders should be immediately call into 
the Operations office at (410) 360-0138.  IPM personnel will respond the same day. 
 
  Termite applications will be performed after school hours. 
 
Except for pesticide emergency application, it is incumbent upon the school administration to: 
 

1. Provide advance notice of application to parents/guardians and staff as specified by the Contact 
Person. 

2. Ensure necessary administrative measures are taken to reduce risk to those individuals who 
have been identified as potentially sensitive to pesticides. 

3. Coordinate with the Pest Management / Grounds/ Athletic Grounds Managers and Agriscience 
in the scheduling/notification of pesticide application(s). 
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PERSONS TO CONTACT 

 
Operations: IPM Program Contact Person       410 -360-0138 
  IPM Pest Management (in school buildings)    410 -360-0138 
  Operations Area Managers (emergencies after hours or weekends) 410 - 360-0138 
  Operations Supervisor       410 - 360-0138 
 
Maintenance: Grounds Manager        410 – 439-8000 
   
  Senior Specialist G.M.       410 – 439-8000 
  Maintenance Supervisor      410 – 439-8000 
 
Agriscience: Coordinator of Applied Technology     410 - 222-5495 
  Center of Applied Technology - North     410 - 969-3100 
 
Arlington Echo: Chesapeake Connections Coordinator:     410-222-3822 
    Outdoor Education Coordinator     410-222-3822 



This page intentionally left blank





































This page intentionally left blank



2019-20

Family Guide
to CITY SCHOOLS



Quick contacts at the district office
Enrollment (including registration, school choice,  
school transfers): 410-396-8600

Transportation: 410-396-7440

Family engagement (including volunteering): 410-545-1870

Academic programs: Pre-k and kindergarten, 443-642-3039;  
       K–12, 443-642-3990

Special education: 443-984-1561

School police: 410-396-8588 (in an emergency, call 911)

Reporting inappropriate or potentially illegal activity                
by a City Schools employee (can be done anonymously):     
1-800-679-0185

For all other concerns: 443-984-2000

Have a concern at your school?  
Here’s what to do. 
1. Talk with your child’s teacher.

2. Talk with your principal.

3. Call the district office (use the numbers above to get  
    to the right department).

Still have a concern?  
Call the CEO Ombudsman at 410-984-2020.

Be the first to know about school  
closings or delays.
Bad weather or emergencies can sometimes mean closed 
schools. To get notifications by phone, text, or email, 
make sure your school always has your current contact 
information. You can update information online through 
Campus Portal or by calling your school.

Find out more about what’s 
happening at Baltimore City Schools:
Visit www.baltimorecityschools.org

Follow BaltCitySchools on Twitter, Facebook, and 
Instagram.  

Ask at your school for the school’s website address and  
social media accounts!
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DEAR CITY SCHOOLS FAMILIES,

Welcome back! As we begin this year, it is important to celebrate our many 
accomplishments and continue to build on these successes. 

Our Blueprint for Success is coming to life in many exciting ways. Students are 
growing in reading, writing, speaking, and listening. This year, 20 schools will 
have literacy coaches to help teachers meet all students’ needs, adding to the 
20 already in schools. We’re also making sure our students are excited to come 
to school, and that school is an inspiring place to be. Last year, 35 of our schools 
had a special focus on social and 
emotional learning or restorative 
practices, and we’re adding 
21 more this year. And we’re 
continuing to find leadership 
opportunities for staff and 
students.

Our goal is to make sure you – 
our families – feel informed about 
your child’s education and what’s 
happening at City Schools. In this 
guide, you’ll find information 
about what’s happening in 
every grade and how to support 
learning at home. You’ll also find 
contact information for offices 
and, in the code, you’ll find 
phone numbers for some of our community partners who can provide additional 
support to you and your child if needed. 

This year, we’ll be planning more events where you can tell us what’s working, 
what we need to improve, and your ideas for our best next steps. I hope you’ll 
join us for these important conversations.

On behalf of all of City Schools’ principals, teachers, and staff, thank you 
partnering with us! Thank you for all you do for our students and our schools 
throughout the school year. We look forward to accomplishing even more this 
year—together.

Sincerely,
Dr. Sonja Brookins Santelises 
CEO, Baltimore City Public Schools
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OUR SCHOOLS. The 171 
schools and programs that make 
up Baltimore City Public Schools 
include 

●● Schools that serve a 
neighborhood, and schools that 
serve the whole city

●● International Baccalaureate, 
Advanced Placement, and gifted 
and advanced learner programs

●● Career training that leads to 
certification in industries from 
computers to construction to 
medical professions

●● Specialized programming, like 
the arts, sciences, Montessori, 
and language immersion

●● All-girls schools, all-boys schools
●● Schools for students who need 
extra support and credit options

Each year, City Schools reviews the 
district’s “portfolio,” to make sure 
schools are working for students, 
families, and communities. 

Find out more at www.
baltimorecity schools.org/
portfolio. 

BLUEPRINT FOR SUCCESS. 
At traditional (noncharter) schools, 
we’re focusing on students as 
whole people, meeting their 
needs and interests with varied 
and challenging programs, social 
and emotional learning, and 
support services. We’re teaching 
reading, writing, speaking, and 
listening across subjects, so 

students have the literacy skills 
they need to build their knowledge 
and understanding. And we’re 
supporting staff as leaders who 
can motivate students, inspire 
them to reach their potential, and 
help them on their path to success. 
It’s our blueprint for building a 
generation. Find out more at www.
baltimorecityschools.org/blueprint. 

SCHOOL CHOICE. Elementary 
school students have a “zoned” 
neighborhood school and can also 
apply to citywide charter schools, 
where students are admitted by 
lottery. 

For middle and high school 
students, there are dozens of 
options available, including 
schools with selective programs, 
career and technical programs, 
a focus on arts or sciences, and 
programs to make up credits. 
Many middle school and all high 
school students pick their top 
choices of the schools they want 
to attend. 

Some middle and high schools 
have “entrance criteria,” meaning 
students need to earn certain 
grades or test scores, audition, or 
submit special materials. It’s never 
too early to find out about the 
options and requirements, so you 
can plan a path from pre-k to 12th 
grade. Find out more at www.
baltimorecityschools.org/choice 
or by asking at your school.

SCHOOL BUDGETS. Because 
every school community is 
different, principals — not the 
district office — have as much 
control as possible over budgets. 
Early every calendar year, principals 
ask parents and community 
members to share what programs 
and services are most important 
to them, so that the budget for 
the next school year can set aside 
money to meet priorities. Ask your 
principal how you can participate 
in building the budget at your 
school for the 2019-20 school year! 

SCHOOL BUILDINGS. 
Through the 21st Century School 
Buildings Program and the Capital 
Improvement Program, we’re 
continuing to build and renovate 
school buildings to support 
21st-century learning and serve 
our neighborhoods. We’re also 
working to air-condition more 
schools around the city, and 
we’re promoting “green schools” 
where school communities come 
together around healthy school 
environments. Have a problem 
or concern about your school 
building? Speak with your principal 
or call us at 443-984-2000, and 
check out status of maintenance 
and repairs at our website: www.
baltimorecityschools.org/
buildings.

About 
City Schools
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Teaching and   
  Learning
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Elementary school, grade by grade
Children in these grades learn skills in reading, writing, speaking, listening, and math, and 
how to apply them to all subject areas. They find out about the world and practice things 
like working with others and solving problems. They play sports, learn about music, draw 
and paint, and discover what interests them most. 

Here’s what you can expect in core subjects at each grade. Ask your child’s teacher for 
more information throughout the school year.  

PRE-K AND KINDERGARTEN

●● Learn through play 

●● Develop skills in reading and writing, like 
recognizing and writing letters, learning new 
words, and telling stories

●● Build a foundation for math by recognizing 
numbers, counting, adding, subtracting, and 
identifying shapes

●● Learn about being part of a family and a  
community

●● Study weather, plants, and animals

●● Learn habits for staying healthy

●● Develop self-esteem and how to manage feelings, 
behavior, and independence

●● Learn to share and work with other children

2ND GRADE

●● Read stories, fables, and folktales from different 
cultures

●● Ask “who, what, where, when, why, and how” 
questions about reading

●● Add and subtract up to 1,000

●● Measure and estimate lengths
●● Explore changes to our planet and how plants and 
animals adapt to where they live

●● Understand the difference between needing 
something and wanting something

1ST GRADE 

●● Build reading comprehension skills, distinguish 
between fiction and nonfiction, and compare 
characters in stories

●● Add and subtract up to 100 and solve word 
problems

●● Investigate light, how plants and animals grow and 
live, and patterns in space

●● Study geography and the environment
●● Make comparisons between past and present

STATE TESTS 

• Kindergarten Readiness Assessment: Some 
tests measure where students are in different areas 
and help teachers know how best to support each 
child. The KRA is one of these tests. Kindergarten 
students take this  state test early in the school year 
to measure where they are in language and literacy, 
math, social skills, physical well-being, and motor 
development. 

• Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test: All City Schools 
kindergartners take a test to help identify students 
who may be ready for more challenging work and 
may be academically gifted or advanced. 

For information about the different types of 
assessments used in our schools, including a calendar, 
please visit: baltimorecityschools.org/assessments.
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3RD GRADE

●● Retell important details from fables, folktales, and 
myths from different cultures

●● Learn about point of view in writing
●● Multiply and divide numbers up to 100, begin to 
understand fractions, and solve word problems

●● Investigate insects
●● Study how individuals and groups protect rights 
and maintain order in our world

●● Learn about money
●● Study Baltimore’s history, culture, and economy

4TH GRADE

●● Explain differences between poetry, drama, and 
prose

●● Figure out the meaning of words and phrases in 
writing

●● Add, subtract, and multiply fractions, and solve 
word problems

●● Investigate changes to our planet, waves, and 
energy

●● Study Maryland’s history, geography, and economy

5TH GRADE

●● Explain the structure of different kinds of writing
●● Learn more about a narrator’s point of view
●● Analyze how pictures contribute to a text
●● Continue to learn about fractions and study 
decimals

●● Study environmental and earth science
●● Explain the differences between the British colonies 
and America

STATE TESTS 

Maryland Comprehensive Assessment 
Program (MCAP): Every spring, Maryland 
students in 3rd, 4th, and 5th grades take tests in 
English language arts and math. The MCAP is the 
new test, replacing the PARCC starting this year. 
The results show whether students are meeting 
standards for their grade and are on track toward 
high school graduation. Students and families get 
the results at the beginning of the next school year.

Maryland Integrated Science Assessment: 
This test is given in the spring to all of Maryland’s 
5th-grade students, to see how they are doing in 
meeting standards in science.  

For information about the different types of 
assessments used in our schools, including a 
calendar, please visit: baltimorecityschools.org/
assessments.

TIPS FOR SUPPORTING LEARNING AT HOME

Talk. Start a conversation by asking things like “What was something that made you laugh today?” or 
“What did you and your friends talk about at lunch?” or “What new thing did you find out?” Your child 
will get practice with speaking and listening, and you’ll be showing your child that you think school is 
important.

Read. Reading is important for learning in all subjects, so getting lots of practice is important for doing 
well in school. The Enoch Pratt Free Library has special library cards for young children, so you can 
always have books at home. Set a great example by getting a card and books for yourself. 

Make attendance a priority. Success at school starts with being there, on time, every day. Help make 
that easy for your child and family by having a morning routine, making a back-up plan in case schedules 
change, and keeping in touch with teachers about make-up work when your child has to miss a day.
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TO MOVE UP TO THE NEXT GRADE…

●● Children in kindergarten are promoted, except 
in some extreme circumstances.

●● Students in 1st to 5th grade must pass English 
language arts and math or three core subjects.

MAKING THE MOST OF ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Extra help, clubs, and more. Depending on 
your school, there may be options for before- and 
after-school programs—from extra help with school 
subjects to clubs focused on things like art, robotics, 
foreign languages, or sports. These fun programs 
support learning and give students a chance to try 
new things and find out what they’re interested in. 
Many schools also offer before- and after-school 
care. Ask your child’s teacher or school principal 
about what’s available. 

Summer programs. Individual schools, the 
school district, and community partners often 
sponsor summer learning at schools around the 
city. Information about summer programs is usually 
available in March or April.

Get ready for the next steps. At City Schools, 
students can choose the middle school they 
want to go to. Some schools and programs—like 
Advanced Academics or Ingenuity—have special 
requirements, so ask at your school or visit www.
baltimorecityschools.org to find out more. If your 
child is interested in Baltimore School for the Arts for 
high school, check out the TWIGS program (www.
bsfa.org/twigs) that can help your child get ready 
while having a great experience learning music, 
dance, or visual arts.
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Middle school, grade by grade
Students keep building skills in middle school and apply them in more complex areas to 
build knowledge, critical thinking, and problem-solving abilities. These are also important 
years for learning to organize work, manage time, set and meet goals, and work both 
independently and with others — and to discover interests and talents that might affect 
decisions about high school, college, or career. Here’s a sample of what students will be 
doing in core subjects in each grade. 

6TH GRADE

●● Write in different ways for different reasons, like 
expressing opinions or persuading

●● Read a wide variety of literature, analyzing word 
choice, point of view, and structure

●● Study the history and geography of Asia and Africa
●● Learn ratios, rates, and statistics
●● Explore light, particles, ecosystems, water cycles, 
and rocks

7TH GRADE

●● Study writing techniques such as analogy, allusion, 
and irony

●● Compare and contrast written, audio, and video 
texts

●● Analyze primary and secondary sources in history, 
and explain the impact of geography on historical 
developments

●● Work with equations, graphs, and two- and three-
dimensional shapes

●● Study matter, energy, weather, and biology

●● Learn about managing money

8TH GRADE

●● Develop skills in reading, writing, and thinking in 
different subject areas—for example, historical 
texts

●● Study linear equations, two- and three-dimensional 
space, distance, and angles

●● Investigate geological processes, motion, force, 
heredity, natural selection, and chemical reactions

●● Study U.S. history from the American Revolution 
through Reconstruction

HONORS

Dozens of middle schools offer honors 
courses. These courses include curriculum in 
English language arts that’s above grade level, 
advanced content in math, and long-term 
research projects, such as the Morgan State 
Science Fair and National History Day. Grades 
in 7th- and 8th-grade courses are weighted 
more heavily when calculating composite 
scores for admission to high schools with 
academic entrance criteria. 

STATE TESTS

Maryland Comprehensive Assessment 
Program (MCAP): Every spring, all middle 
school students in Maryland take these tests 
in English language arts and math. (Students 
taking Algebra I in 8th grade take the Algebra I 
test rather than the 8th-grade math test, which 
means they can meet a high school graduation 
requirement before starting high school.) Results 
show if students are meeting the standards for 
their grade and are on track toward high school 
graduation. Students and families get the results 
at the beginning of the next school year.

Maryland Integrated Science Assessment: 
This test is given in the spring to all of 
Maryland’s 8th-grade students, to see how they 
are doing in meeting standards in science.  

For information about the different types of 
assessments used in our schools, including a 
calendar, please visit: baltimorecityschools.org/
assessments.
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TO MOVE UP TO THE NEXT GRADE…

●● 6th- to 8th-grade students must pass English 
language arts and math or three core subjects.

GET READY FOR NEXT STEPS

●● At City Schools, students choose the high schools 
they want to go to. Some schools and programs 
have special requirements, like getting good 
grades, preparing a portfolio or essay, or going to 
an audition or interview. Sixth-grade is the right 
time to start thinking about high school, so by the 
beginning of 7th grade, students have a plan for 
getting into one of their top school choices. 

●● Making a plan means thinking about the subjects 
and activities students like best at school—and can 
imagine themselves pursuing in high school and 
beyond. It’s important to experience different things 
by taking advantage of sports, clubs, and other 
activities. Ask at your school about what’s available.

●● Find out more about school options at www.
baltimorecityschools.org/choice. Also, all  
middle schools have a staff member to help                 

families choose a high school, so contact your 
school to  set up an appointment.

TIPS FOR SUPPORTING LEARNING AT HOME

●● Keep talking. Students learn a lot about the world 
in middle school, along with skills in describing, 
persuading, and debating. Talking about anything 
from the latest hit movie to current events to things 
to do on the weekend can help students develop 
and apply those skills in real life. These conversations 
also show students that parents and family members 
are interested in what’s going on with them.

●● Keep reading. Students in middle school read, 
analyze, and create nonfiction and fiction on screen, 
in print, with images, and more, but there are lots 
of opportunities to reinforce literacy outside of 
school. Reading isn’t only about chapter books or 
novels—it can be websites, magazines, advertising, 
newspapers… Think and talk about what you read 
every day, and share how you get information. 

●● Be organized. Learning how to meet deadlines 
and manage time is important for success in the 
higher grades, college, and most jobs. Keep an eye 
on your child’s school assignments, and help him 
or her get things done on time.

LEARNING BEYOND ACADEMICS

Part of getting ready for college and adult life is 
learning how to work with other people, manage 
emotions and stress, understand and empathize 
with how other people feel and think, develop 
positive relationships, and make good choices. 
These social and emotional skills are important     
for creating positive communities for teaching    
and for making sure students are ready to learn  
and be successful.

That’s why social and emotional learning are 
an important part of City Schools’ blueprint for 
success. Expect teachers to talk to you about how 
your child is growing socially and emotionally,     
and ask at your school about how teachers          
and school staff are promoting your child’s        
well-being and growth. 
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CAREER AND TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION

Earn hands-on skills and industry certifications in 

●● Arts, media, and communication
●● Business, management, and finance
●● Construction
●● Consumer services, hospitality, and tourism
●● Environmental, agriculture, and natural resources
●● Health and biosciences
●● Human resources
●● Information technology
●● Manufacturing, engineering, and technology
●● Transportation

High school
In grades 9 to 12, students not only keep building skills and knowledge, they take important 
steps to get ready for college or a career. In addition to core programming in English, math, 
science, and social studies, students earn credits in technology, health, physical education, 
art, and languages, and can take specialized programming, like these options:

OPPORTUNITY TO EARN COLLEGE CREDITS

●● Advanced Placement courses are now offered at all  
high schools

●● International Baccalaureate is offered at Baltimore 
City College

●● Students at all high schools can earn college credits 
(tuition free) through partnerships with University 
of Baltimore, Baltimore City Community College, 
and other local colleges. Ask at your school for 
information.

●● Students at Bard High School Early College earn 
credits up to an associate’s degree during their last 
two years of high school.

●● At Carver Vocational-Technical High School, Paul 
Laurence Dunbar High School, and New Era 
Academy, students in our Pathways in Technology 
Early College High Schools (P-TECH) graduate after 
six years with a high school diploma, tuition-free 
associate’s degree, and first-in-line status for jobs 
in leading industries.

GRADING

Under the revised grading policy, 70 percent 
of students’ grades are based on a variety 
of assessments (projects, labs, essays, tests, 
quizzes). The other 30 percent is based on a 
school’s discretion. Please ask your school for its 
grading policy.

Grading scale for high school classes

Grade Range
(percentages)

Letter 
Grade

Standard 
Weight

Honors 
Weight

IB/AP 
Weight

97-100 A+ 4 5 5.5
93-96 A 4 5 5.5
90-92 A- 4 5 5.5
87-89 B+ 3 4 4.5
83-86 B 3 4 4.5
80-82 B- 3 4 4.5
77-79 C+ 2 3 3.5
73-76 C 2 3 3.5
70-72 C- 2 3 3.5
67-69 D+ 1 2 2.5
63-66 D 1 2 2.5
60-62 D- 1 2 2.5
59 and below F 0 0 0
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MAJOR TESTS

●● Maryland Comprehensive Assessment 
Program (MCAP): Students enrolled in English 10 
and Algebra I, in most cases, must earn a passing 
score (or complete a “bridge” project) to graduate. 
Ask your school counselor for more information 
about requirements. (The MCAP replaces the 
PARCC beginning this year.)

●● American Government High School 
Assessment (HSA): Students must pass the HSA 
in American Government (or complete a “bridge” 
project) to graduate. Ask your school counselor for 
more information.

●● High School Maryland Integrated Science 
Assessment: In most cases, students must pass 
this assessment also to graduate.

●● PSAT: Students in 10th and 11th grades take this 
test in math and language arts at school in the fall. 
It is not required for graduation, and results don’t 
count toward final grades—but it’s a great way to 
see if a student is on track for being accepted to 
college, and great practice for the SAT.

●● SAT and ACT: All students in 11th grade take the 
SAT in school in the spring. Scores are important 
for getting into many colleges. It’s not unusual 
for a student to take the SAT more than once. 
This 11th-grade opportunity comes early enough 
that students still have time later in 11th grade or 
early in 12th grade to take the test again and try 
to earn a higher score. The SAT is given on several 
weekends throughout the year, and many students 
qualify for fee waivers. Ask your school counselor 
for more information. The ACT is accepted equally 
by colleges. You can also ask your counselor about 
the ACT.

●● Advanced Placement and International 
Baccalaureate exams: Students enrolled in these 
courses are expected to take exams in the spring. 
Passing grades are sometimes accepted for college 
credit.  

For information about the different types of 
assessments used in our schools, including a calendar, 
please visit: baltimorecityschools.org/assessments

TO MOVE UP TO THE NEXT GRADE…

●● 9th-grade students must earn at least 5 credits, 
including 1 in English I, ESOL English I, or Algebra I.

●● 10th-grade students must earn at least 10 
cumulative credits, including 3 in English I, English II, 
ESOL English I, ESOL English II, Algebra I, or Geometry, 
and 1 credit each in both social studies and science.

●● 11th-grade students must earn at least 15 
cumulative credits, including 5 from English I, 
English II, ESOL English I, ESOL English II, English III, 
Algebra I, Algebra II, and Geometry, and 3 credits 
in science or social students, with at least 1 in each.
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GET READY FOR NEXT STEPS

High schools offer many different programs to 
add to regular classroom learning. Athletics, clubs, 
music, tutoring, internships, and other activities 
teach important skills—and help students find their 
own voices through activities that matter to them. 
Ask at your school about what’s available, and take 
advantage of every opportunity! 

All high school students use an online tool (called 
Naviance) to help them plan their next steps after 
high school. Naviance supports students in thinking 
about their strengths, what careers might be right 
for them, and how to set and meet college and 
career goals. When it’s time for college applications, 
Naviance can help students identify which colleges 
may be right for them and keep applications on track.

Following are several websites where students and 
families can find information and resources to help in 
college planning:

Maryland Higher Education Commission:            
mhec.state.md.us/preparing

Free Application for Federal Student Aid:          
FAFSA.ed.gov

BMore Ready: Bmoreready.org

Naviance: Naviance.com

TO GRADUATE STUDENTS MUST HAVE...

4 credits in English

4 credits in mathematics, including Algebra I, 
Algebra II, Geometry, and one additional advanced 
math credit

3 credits in science, including 1 in Biology and 2 in earth, 
life, or physical sciences (including lab components)

3 credits in social studies, including U.S. History, 
American Government, and Modern World History

1 credit in technology education

1 credit in fine arts

0.5 credits in physical education

0.5 credits in health

2 credits in a world or classical language, or 2 credits 
in advanced technology, or 4 to 6 credits in a state-
approved Career and Technology Education program

2 credits in an elective course (unless the student is 
taking a state-approved CTE program)

75 hours of service learning

Met state testing requirements

FOR DESIGNATION AS COLLEGE AND CAREER 
READY, STUDENTS MUST…

●● Score at a level indicating proficiency on MCAP (or 
PARCC taken in a prior year), SAT, ACT, Advanced 
Placement, or International Baccalaureate tests (as 
relevant, based on course enrollment)

●● Pass a college course through dual enrollment
●● Complete a college development course or 
transition course

Ask your school counselor for more details.
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Students with disabilities 

Students with disabilities are entitled by law to a free, 
appropriate public education from birth to age 21. 
City Schools provides a range of services to ensure 
that all students’ needs are met, whether in regular 
education classes, resource rooms or self-contained 
classes at public schools, separate special education 
centers, or nonpublic special education schools.

To the maximum extent appropriate, students with 
disabilities are in classes with students who are not 
disabled. Special classes, separate public day school, 
or other removal from the regular educational 
environment occurs only when the nature or severity 
of a child’s disability means that education in regular 
classes with the help of aides and services cannot be 
provided satisfactorily.

If you feel your child may need evaluation for special 
education services, contact Child Find at 410-984-
1011. The first step in providing the right services is 
to confirm the nature of a child’s special needs and 
to develop a program with the necessary support.

●● An Individualized Education Program (IEP) 
outlines in writing the student’s educational needs 
and the supports and services that will be provided 
from birth to age 21, so that the student can meet 
educational goals. 

●● Section 504 is a civil rights law designed to 
protect the rights of individuals with disabilities.  
Any student with a physical or mental impairment 
that substantially limits one or more major life 
activities may be eligible for a 504 plan.  The 504 
plan is designed to remove any barriers so that 
a student with a disability can access the same 
education as her or his non-disabled peers.  If 
you think your child may need evaluation for 504 
services, contact Child Find at 410-984-1011.

If your child has an IEP or 504 plan and you have 
concerns about how it is being implemented or 
believe that your child is not receiving required 
services, please contact the district’s Special 
Education Parent Response Unit at 443-984-1561. 
Forms for submitting formal written complaints are 
available on request. Complaints can also be filed 
with the Maryland State Department of Education. 
Please call 410-767-7770 for more information.

English learners

English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) 
programs develops English language skills in 
listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  The goal 
of ESOL instruction is to build English language 
proficiency while also ensuring students can meet 
the same challenging academic standards as their 
grade-level peers.  ESOL teachers implement ESOL 
programs, help newcomers adjust to the culture of 
U.S. schools, and collaborate with schoolwide teams 
to ensure the needs of all English learners  are met. 

Gifted and advanced learners

City Schools has more than 70 elementary and 
middle schools with specialized gifted and advanced 
learning (GAL) opportunities, including 19 recognized 
for excellence by the state’s “EGATE” award. 

In 2017, the district implemented universal screening 
of all kindergarten students to identify children 
who may be gifted, advanced, or eligible for talent 
development. If you think your child may be gifted 
or ready for advanced learning programs, visit the 
district’s website at www.baltimorecityschools.
org and complete the online referral form.
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Connecting
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KEEP IN TOUCH WITH YOUR SCHOOL

You should expect to hear from your child’s teachers 
and your school, letting you know about what 
students are learning at different times of the year, 
special activities, or any concerns. Please complete the 
contact information form sent home at the beginning 
of the year, so your school knows how to reach you. 
Don’t hesitate to send a note in with your child for his 
or her teachers, letting them know the best way to 
reach you and sharing any concerns you may have. 

Remember: If your contact information changes 
during the year, be sure to let your school know. 
Your school will let you know if you need to bring in 
paperwork for the change.

ACCESS CAMPUS PORTAL

Campus Portal is your online source for your child’s 
schedules, attendance, grades, and more. You can 
access it from a computer, smart phone, or tablet—
anything that’s connected to the internet. 

City Schools parents and guardians new to the 
district will receive an activation code at the 
start of the school year to set up an account. 
For help, contact your school. Log in at www.
baltimorecityschools.org/campus-portal, or 
download the app for access on your phone. 

VISIT SCHOOLS

To ensure safety, all visitors to schools and the district 
office (including parents and guardians) must provide 
a photo ID when entering any of our buildings. 
Visitors get a badge that must be worn while inside.

If you visit often—for example, if you volunteer 
regularly at a school—you may be eligible for a City 
Schools identification card. Ask at your school office.

ATTEND PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES

Parent-teacher conferences happen at least 
twice during the school year. These are excellent 
opportunities for you and your child’s teachers to 
build relationships and discuss academic and social 
progress, with questions like these:

●● What is my child doing well?
●● What is my child struggling with?
●● Can you show me some examples of my child’s 
work?

●● Are there activities we can do at home to support 
classwork?

●● How does my child get along with other students 
and teachers?

●● Has my child missed any assignments?
●● What will you be focusing on in the weeks ahead?
●● What should my child know by the end of this 
year?

Remember: You don’t have to wait until a parent-
teacher conference to get answers to your questions. 
Contact your child’s teachers and ask for a meeting, 
email, or phone call if you have a concern or if the 
regular conference schedule isn’t convenient for you.

Because families play an important part in student success, we encourage parents, 
guardians, and other family members to get involved and connect with schools to 
support your child’s learning. Below are a few ideas.

FAMILIES WHO DON’T SPEAK ENGLISH

For parents and family members who do 
not speak English, City Schools will provide 
information in a language they understand. This 
includes interpretation of meetings (including 
IEP meetings). All schools have access to 
forms and other documents translated into 
many languages.  Schools also have access to 
language interpreters and to a telephone-based 
interpretation service. Families should request 
assistance in a language other than English if 
they need it.
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JOIN PARENT GROUPS 

City Schools takes parent and family engagement 
seriously and encourages parents to participate. 
Every school has an organized parent group, along 
with a school family council that supports the 

principal on topics related to school improvement 
and engagement. Groups meet regularly. If you want 
to get involved, ask at your school for the names 
and contact information of the parent leaders or 
contact the district’s engagement, 410-545-1870 or 
engagement@bcps.k12.md.us.

Title I, part of the federal education law, provides 
extra resources for schools serving low-income 
students. Title I funds can support teachers, after-
school programs, supplies, family resources and 
learning opportunities, and schools that receive 
these funds must have a plan for engaging parents 
and guardians. 

If your child attends a Title I school, here’s 
what you can expect:

●● At least one meeting a year for parents and 
family members to be informed about Title 
I, your rights, school performance, student 
progress data, and ways the school will engage 
you

●● Training opportunities on Title I requirements and 
tips on implementation throughout the school 
year

●● Learning sessions for parents, family members, 
and educators as equal partners to support 
achievement

●● Links to early learning resources and ways to 
collaborate with community partners

●● School support to implement engagement 
activities (e.g., training for staff, online resources, 
capacity building for parents and guardians)

●● Workshops and links to resources for parents to 
support learning at home

For more information, please contact your principal 
who will connect you to the amily and community 
engagement liaison at your school. The liaison 
serves as the link between the school, families, 
and community for Title I parent and family 
engagement. 

City schools also provides enhanced services and 
supports to schools serving Title I parents and families: 

●● coaching and guidance to principals, school-
based staff, and teachers around best practices 
for family engagement and strengthening 
school-community partnerships 

●● Resources, training and professional development 
for parents, teachers, staff and volunteers 

●● District-wide learning opportunities for parents 
and families 

Professional qualifications of educators at 
Title I schools

Students at Title I schools are expected to receive 
instruction in core academic subjects (including 
reading and language arts, mathematics, science, 
social studies, and the arts) from highly qualified 
teachers. City schools is working hard to ensure 
that all teachers in all schools meet state and 
federal “highly qualified” standards. City Schools 
is committed to ensuring that teachers and 
paraprofessionals are highly skilled, and the district 
monitors teachers’ qualifications, certifications, and 
ongoing professional development.

All parents and family members have the legal right 
to request information regarding the professional 
qualifications of the teachers and paraprofessionals 
who work with their children, including

●● Whether a teacher has met state qualifications 
and licensing requirements for the grade levels 
and subject areas being taught

●● Whether a teacher is teaching under a waiver as 
an emergency, temporary, or provisional teacher

●● A teacher’s undergraduate degree major and 
other education and certification background 
information

●● A paraprofessional’s qualifications

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS AND FAMILIES AT TITLE I SCHOOLS 
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VOLUNTEER

Whether you’re a professional looking to share your 
time or talent, a community member wanting to give 
back, or a parent looking to support your child’s school, 
you’re welcome in City Schools! To explore volunteer 
options, contact a specific school directly or call the 
district’s engagement department at 410-545-1870.

CONNECT WITH THE DISTRICT OFFICE

If you have a concern that can’t be resolved at your 
school or have questions about district policies or 
practices, please call or visit (200 E. North Avenue, 
Baltimore 21202) between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., 
Monday to Friday. Frequently called numbers are on 
the inside front cover of this booklet, or you can call 
443-984-2000 and follow the prompts to connect 
with the right department.

Throughout the year, you will receive phone calls, 
text messages, or emails from the district with 
important updates about things like school year 
calendar changes, snow days, or special events. 
Please keep your contact information updated at 
your school, so you won’t miss out on messages 
from either your school or the district.

BOARD OF SCHOOL COMMISSIONERS

The Baltimore City Board of School Commissioners 
oversees the work of the district, to ensure that it is 
providing excellence in education for every student at 
every level.

Members of the public are welcome to attend the 
Board’s public meetings, typically held on the second 
and fourth Tuesday of each month during the school 
year and once a month during holiday and summer 
months at the district’s main office (200 E. North 
Avenue, Baltimore 21202). The public session begins 
at 5:00 p.m., and each meeting includes time for 
comments from the public (starting after 6:00 p.m.). 
The sign-up sheet for the ten public seats to speak 
at a Board meeting is available in the lobby from 
4:45 to 5:45 the day of the Board meeting on a first 
come, first served basis.  Find the Board’s meeting 
schedule and information about public comment on 
the district’s website (www.baltimorecityschools.
org/board-school-commissioners).

Meetings of the Board’s Operations, Policy, and 
Teaching and Learning committees are also open 
to the public, and the Board holds work sessions, 
forums, and other special public events throughout 
the year. All public meetings held at the district 
office are also broadcast live on Education Channel 
77 (Comcast in Baltimore City) and online through a 
link on the district website.

PARENT AND COMMUNITY ADVISORY BOARD 

PCAB advises City Schools’ CEO and the Board of 
School Commissioners about how parents, families, 
the community, and educators can collaborate to 
help students succeed. Public meetings are held 
throughout the school year, usually on Thursday, at 
200 E. North Avenue. All meetings begin at 6:30 p.m.

For questions, updates, or requests for a private 
meeting with PCAB members, email PCAB@bcps.
k12.md.us or call 443-642-4219. For the most up-to-
date information about meetings and events, follow 
PCAB on Facebook at @BCPSPCAB.

BALTIMORE CITY SPECIAL EDUCATION CITIZENS’ 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE

BC- SECAC facilitates collaboration among the 
Board of School Commissioners, district office 
staff, and other stakeholders to support positive 
change in delivery of special education services for 
students with disabilities. BC-SECAC also supports 
the Narrowing the Achievement Gap initiative to 
ensure students who have disabilities receive access 
to the general education curriculum and high quality 
instruction and services. Meetings are held from 6:00 
p.m. to 8:00 p.m. on the second Monday of each 
month, usually at 200 E. North Avenue. The BC-
SECAC office can be reached at 443-642-4502. 
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Services
TRANSPORTATION

Elementary students who live more than 1 mile from 
their neighborhood school receive yellow bus service. 
Middle and high school students who live more than 
1.5 miles from their school receive an MTA pass. 
Students may also be eligible for transportation if 
they are homeless, have an Individualized Education 
Program (IEP), or have other special circumstances. 

To find out if your child qualifies for transportation, 
contact your school and ask to speak with 
the transportation coordinator. You can get 
more information about transportation at the 
district’s website (www.baltimorecityschools.org/
transportation) or by calling 410-396-7440. 

SCHOOL MEALS

Every student can eat breakfast and lunch for free, 
every school day. Schools with eligible after-school 
programs also offer free snacks and supper. See 
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what’s on the menu and rate your meal at your 
school through the City Schools App or visiting 
www.baltimorecityschools.org/menus.

HEATH SERVICES

Immunizations. All City Schools students must 
have records of up-to-date immunizations to be 
enrolled in school. Ask at your school about school-
based health clinics or other locations where children 
can receive any missing immunizations. 

Vision, hearing, and dental care. Students receive 
vision and hearing screenings when they enroll in 
City Schools, and in grades 1 and 8. Teachers or other 
school staff may also refer a student for screening. 
Through the special Vision for Baltimore program, 
many students in pre-k to 8th grade can receive 
additional eye care and, if needed, glasses. Ask your 
principal if your school is participating this year.

Dental services available in schools include 
examinations, cleanings, dental x-rays, sealants 
(when appropriate), and restoration services such 
as filling cavities. For your child to receive services, 
complete and return the dental permission form in 
the back-to-school packet. (Contact a school nurse or 
other staff member if you need another copy.)

Maryland Crisis Hotline. Students and families 
can call 1-800-422-0009 24 hours a day for help with 
drug and alcohol abuse, physical and sexual abuse, 
depression, loneliness, relationship difficulties, and 
other issues.

RESOLVING CONCERNS

For concerns about academic work, homework, 
grades, or classroom environment, speak with your 
child’s teacher. If your concern is not resolved after 
talking with the teacher, contact your school’s 
principal.

For concerns about school climate and safety, 
facilities, school budget, or staff members, contact 
the principal. If your concern is not resolved at the 
school, contact the CEO Ombudsman. 

The CEO Ombudsman responds to questions and 
mediates resolutions for concerns or complaints from 

parents, guardians, and the public that have not 
been addressed or resolved at the school level or by 
the responsible district department. Ombudsman 
services can be accessed by calling 443-984-2020.

Bullying. City Schools is committed to providing 
all students with a safe and supportive school 
environment, free from bullying and harassment. 
The district takes all incidents of bullying and 
harassment seriously. Students and families can and 
should report bullying or harassment incidents by 
talking to school administrators and by filling out 
and submitting a bullying report. The form can be 
found online at www.baltimorecityschools.org/
bullying, in the Code of Conduct in the back-to 
school packet, and at schools.

COMMUNITY SCHOOLS

Local communities all have strengths to contribute to 
the success of the city’s young people. Community 
schools seek out those assets and bring together 
partners and resources to promote student 
achievement, positive conditions for learning, and 
family and community well-being.

Our community school strategy integrates academics 
with health services, youth development, expanded 
learning opportunities, and family and community 
supports to give students what they need to 
learn in an inclusive, equitable way. As a result, 
the community schools can effectively promote 
children’s success, particularly for those who live in 
neighborhoods of concentrated poverty. 

HOMELESS SERVICES

If you or your child is homeless, City Schools can 
provide support such as free transportation to and 
from school, school supplies, and uniforms. To learn 
about available resources or to request assistance, 
please contact the homeless liaison at your child’s 
current school, your child’s original school, or the 
closest school to you. You can also call homeless 
services at 443-642-2424 (direct line) or 410-396-
0775 (office).
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   Practices
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ATTENDANCE

Attendance is taken once a day in elementary and 
elementary/middle schools and in every class in 
middle and high schools. If your child is absent, you 
should expect to receive an automated phone call at 
the end of the day letting you know that your child 
was not in school that day.

If your child is absent, please send a note within 
five days of his or her return to school explaining 
the reason. In cases of chronic illness or problems 
with transportation due to homelessness or other 
concerns, your school can work with you to find a 
solution or resources to make sure your child won’t 
miss important teaching and learning.

Absences are considered “excused” for these 
reasons:

●● Student illness (a doctor’s note is needed after 
three days in a row)

●● Death in the immediate family
●● Court summons (with the child’s name on the 
summons)

●● Religious holiday
●● Official school closing (a “snow day,” for example)
●● Work or other activity sponsored and approved by 
the school

●● Suspension
●● Lack of authorized, district-provided transportation

●● Other emergency as determined by City Schools’ 
CEO or designee

●● Pregnancy and/or parenting needs
●● Deployment visitation with active-duty parents or 
guardians

Absences for any other reason are unexcused or 
“unlawful.” School staff will follow up with you 
about unexcused absences, as well as very frequent 
absences or lateness. The district will provide 
resources to help improve attendance but if the 
issue is not resolved, the matter may be referred 
to the Office of the State’s Attorney for Baltimore 
City. Parents and guardians should note that any 
person with legal custody or care and control of a 
child between the ages of 5 and 18 is responsible 
for making sure that child goes to school or receives 
instruction. Not doing so is a misdemeanor that may 
result in a fine or imprisonment or both.

Whenever possible, parents and guardians should 
schedule children’s medical and other appointments 
outside of school hours. When a late arrival or early 
dismissal can’t be avoided, a written note should 
be sent in with the child that school day. For early 
dismissals, a phone number must be provided where 
the parent or guardian can be reached to confirm 
details of the dismissal. Please note that a child in 
pre-k to grade 5 must be picked up by a parent, 
guardian, or emergency contact.

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS

All schools and the district office have plans to keep 
students and staff members safe in an emergency. 
The districtwide plan is reviewed and updated on 
an ongoing basis. Emergency teams at each school 
review and update their school emergency safety 
plans, which are then reviewed and approved by 
the district’s Environmental Health and Safety 
department. Schools are required to practice 
fire drills and other drills throughout the year, so 
that staff and students (including students with 
disabilities) are prepared to respond depending on 
the situation.

In the event of an emergency, City Schools will 
communicate with parents through all appropriate 
channels, depending on the situation. These channels 
can include phone calls, text messages, website and 
social media updates, or announcements from local 
TV or radio stations. Please make sure your school 
has up-to-date contact information for you at all 
times, including emergency contact numbers, so you 
can be reached in an emergency.
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PEST MANAGEMENT

City Schools facilities are monitored at least once a 
month to determine the need for pest control and 
to properly identify any pest problem; grounds are 
monitored on a regular basis by staff during routine 
maintenance. If it is determined that pest control is 
necessary, the first methods used are alternatives to 
chemical (pesticide or herbicide) applications.

When chemicals are used, the least toxic effective 
chemical is applied. Applications are made in 
places and at times that limit the chance for human 
exposure. No chemical application is made without 
identifying and meeting a threshold for the pest 
problem, and after exhausting nonchemical means 
of pest management.

If a chemical application is found to be necessary, 
City Schools will notify parents or guardians and staff 
in the affected facilities 24 hours prior to treatment. 
(For exterior uses of a chemical—that is, out of doors 
and not within a school building—Maryland state 
regulations allow a postponement of application not 
longer than 14 days after notice is sent to parents/
guardians due to weather or other extenuating 
circumstances. If application must be postponed 
more than 14 days, written notice must be reissued, 
informing families of the new date of application.) 
Safety Data Sheets for each chemical or bait used on 
City Schools property are maintained at the district 
office. Integrated Pest Management notebooks are 
available for review on request through the main 
office of each school.

Below are pesticides and herbicides likely to be 
applied in City Schools buildings or on school 
grounds following determination of need, exhausting 
nonchemical options, and notification as described 
above. (Note that unanticipated pest problems may 
arise during the school year that could require the 
use of a pesticide or herbicide not listed.)

If you have questions about pest management, 
contact City Schools at 200 E. North Avenue, Room 
407A, Baltimore, MD 21202 or call 443-224-0434.

Trade Name Common Name

Maki Mini Blocks Bromadiolone (7173-202) 

Maki Pellet Packs Bromadiolone (7173-188) 

Drax Ant Gel Boric acid (9444-131) 

Maxforce Hydramethylnon (432-1259) 

CB-80 Pyrethrin (444-096) 

Lesco Prosecutor Pro Isoproylamine Salt  
(524-536-10404) 

Monsanto Roundup Pro Isoproylamine Salt (524-475) 

Indoxacarb Arilon EPA (352-776) 

D-trans Allenthrin Wasp-Freeze (499-362) 

2-phenethyl propionate EcoPco AR-X (67452-15-655)

Additional things to keep in mind:

●● Talk to your child about emergency preparations, 
and make sure he or she knows that there are 
plans in place at your school to ensure all students’ 
safety.

●● If you learn that there is an emergency situation, 
please do not go immediately to your school to 
pick up your child. In many cases, students are 
safest inside the building, or the building may be 
locked. Also, please do not call the school, because 
staff may need to keep phone lines open. Instead, 
wait to hear from City Schools about the situation 

and what you should do.
●● If you are asked to come to pick up your child, 
either at the school or a different location, please 
follow instructions about pick-up locations, 
parking, etc., closely. Remember to bring a photo 
ID with you, since children will be released only to 
adults authorized to pick them up.

●● In situations involving the police, communications 
may come from the Baltimore Police Department 
and be sent according to that agency’s policies and 
procedures.
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ASBESTOS MANAGEMENT PLANS

Under the Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act 
of 1986, comprehensive regulations were developed 
to address asbestos issues in schools. These 
regulations require schools to inspect for friable and 
non-friable asbestos, develop asbestos management 
plans that address asbestos hazards in school 
buildings, and respond in a timely manner.

City Schools’ program for fulfilling these 
responsibilities is outlined in the asbestos 
management plan of select school buildings. These 
plans, located in each school’s administrative office, 
contain the inspection reports and the appropriate 

response actions, along with plans for periodic re-
inspection and post-response activities. 

The new 21-century schools buildings are not 
required to be inspected because they have an 
asbestos exclusionary letter signed by the architect.

A copy of each plan is also located at the City Schools 
district office and is available for public review 
during regular business hours. The plans may not be 
taken from the building. For additional information, 
contact City Schools at 200 E. North Avenue, Room 
407A, Baltimore, MD 21202.  

WATER QUALITY 

Ensuring the well-being of students and staff 
members means providing safe, clean water. State 
law requires that tests for the presence of lead in 
all drinking water outlets must be done in schools 
where the drinking water and cafeteria water are 
served by public water.

In some of our schools, inside plumbing or outside 
pipes that bring water into the building are old and 
may contain lead that can transfer into the water 
flowing through them. As a result, in most buildings, 
bottled water is used for drinking and cooking.

As part of our work to improve buildings, we have 
installed state-of-the-art water filtration systems 
in some schools and upgraded plumbing in new 
buildings or those undergoing extensive renovation. 
In the 2018-19 school year, 14 schools have working 
water fountains and kitchen water supplies (though 
some areas — for example, in science labs — may 
still have water that is indicated as not suitable for 
drinking). These schools no longer receive bottled 
water for drinking or cooking. A further 5 schools 
use a combination of tap and bottled water, 
primarily with filtration systems installed at water 
fountains and bottled water used in kitchens.
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STUDENT PRIVACY

Notification of Rights under the Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy Act. FERPA  
affords parents, guardians, and students who are 
18 years of age or older (“eligible students”) certain 
rights with respect to the student’s education 
records:

●● The right to inspect and review the student’s 
education records within 45 days of the day 
the school receives a request for access. Parents, 
guardians, or the eligible student should submit 
to the school principal a written request that 
identifies the record(s) they wish to inspect. The 
school principal will make arrangements for access 
and notify the parents, guardians, or eligible 
student of the time and place the records may be 
inspected.
●● The right to request the amendment of 
the student’s education records that the 
parents, guardians, or eligible student believes are 
inaccurate, misleading, or otherwise in violation 
of the student’s privacy rights under FERPA. They 
should write the school principal, clearly identify 
the part of the record they want changed, and 
specify why it should be changed. If the school 
decides not to amend the record as requested 
by the parents, guardians, or eligible student, 
the school will notify the parents, guardians, or 
eligible student of the decision and advise them 
of their right to a hearing regarding the request 
for amendment. Additional information regarding 
the hearing procedures will be provided to the 
parents, guardians, or eligible student when they 
are notified of the right to a hearing.

●● The right to provide written consent before 
the school discloses personally identifiable 
information contained in the student’s education 
records, except to the extent FERPA authorizes 
disclosure without consent. One exception that 
permits disclosure without consent is disclosure 
to school officials with legitimate educational 
interests. A school official is a person employed by 
the school district as an administrator, supervisor, 
instructor, or support staff member (including 
health or medical staff and law enforcement unit 
personnel) or a person serving on the Baltimore 
City Board of School Commissioners. A school 
official also may include a volunteer or contractor 

outside of the school who performs an institutional 
service or function for which City Schools would 
otherwise use its own employees and who is under 
the direct control of City Schools with respect to 
the use and maintenance of personally identifiable 
information from education records (such as an 
attorney, auditor, medical consultant, nurse, or 
therapist); or a parent or student volunteering 
to serve on an official committee, such as a 
disciplinary or grievance committee; or a parent, 
student, or other volunteer assisting another school 
official in performing his or her tasks. A school 
official has a legitimate educational interest if the 
official needs to review an education record in 
order to fulfill his or her professional responsibility. 
Upon written request, City Schools discloses 
education records without consent to officials 
of another school district in which a student 
seeks or intends to enroll or is already enrolled 
if the disclosure is for purposes of the student’s 
enrollment or transfer.

●● The right to file a complaint with the U.S. 
Department of Education concerning alleged 
failures by City Schools to comply with the 
requirements of FERPA. The name and address of 
the office that administers FERPA are Family Policy 
Compliance Office, U.S. Department of Education, 
400 Maryland Ave. SW, Washington, DC 20202.

Notification of Rights under the Protection of 
Pupil Rights Amendment. The Protection of Pupil 
Rights Amendment affords parents certain rights 
regarding City Schools’ conduct of surveys, collection 
and use of information for marketing purposes, and 
certain physical exams. These include the right to

●● Consent before students are required to submit 
to a survey that concerns one or more of the 
following protected areas (“protected information 
survey”) if the survey is funded in whole or in part 
by a program of the U.S. Department of Education

1. Political affiliations or beliefs of the student 
     or student’s parent
2. Mental or psychological problems of the student 
     or student’s family
3. Sexual behavior or attitudes
4. Illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating, or 
     demeaning behavior
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5. Critical appraisals of others with whom 
     respondents have close family relationships
6. Legally recognized privileged relationships, 
     such as with lawyers, doctors, or ministers
7. Religious practices, affiliations, or beliefs of 
     the student or parents, or
8. Income, other than as required by law to 
     determine program eligibility 

●● Receive notice and opportunity to opt a student     
out of

1. Any other protected information survey, 
     regardless of funding
2. Any nonemergency, invasive physical exam 
     or screening required as a condition of 
     attendance, administered by the school or 
     its agent, and not necessary to protect the 
     immediate health and safety of a student, 
     except for hearing, vision, or scoliosis screenings 
     or any physical exam or screening permitted or 
     required under state law, and 
3. Activities involving collection, disclosure, or 
     use of personal information obtained from 
     students for marketing or to sell or otherwise 
     distribute the information to others. (This does 
     not apply to the collection, disclosure, or use of 
     personal information collected from students 
     for  the exclusive purposes of developing, 
     evaluating, or providing educational products 
     or services for, or to, students or educational 
     institutions.) 

●● Inspect, upon request and before administration or 
use

1. Protected information surveys of students and 
     surveys created by a third party.
2. Instruments used to collect personal information 
     from students for any of the preceding          
     marketing, sales, or other distribution purposes, 
     and
3. Instructional materials used as part of the       
     educational curriculum

These rights transfer from the parents to a student 
who is 18 years old or an emancipated minor.

City Schools will develop and adopt policies, in 
consultation with parents, regarding these rights, as 
well as arrangements to protect student privacy in 
the administration of protected information surveys 
and the collection, disclosure, or use of personal 
information for marketing, sales, or other distribution 
purposes.

City Schools will directly notify parents of these 
policies at least annually at the start of each school 
year and after any substantive changes. City Schools 
will also directly notify, such as through U.S. mail 
or e-mail, parents of students who are scheduled 
to participate in the specific activities or surveys 
noted below and will provide an opportunity for the 
parent to opt his or her child out of participation 
in the specific activity or survey. City Schools will 
make this notification to parents at the beginning 
of the school year if it has identified the specific 
or approximate dates of the activities or surveys 
at that time. For surveys and activities scheduled 
after the school year starts, parents will be provided 
reasonable notification of the planned activities and 
surveys listed below, and be provided an opportunity 
to opt their child out of such activities and surveys. 
Parents will also be provided an opportunity to 
review any pertinent surveys. Following is a list of 
the specific activities and surveys covered under this 
requirement:

●● Collection, disclosure, or use of personal 
information collected from students for marketing, 
sales, or other distribution

●● Administration of any protected information 
survey not funded in whole or in part by the U.S. 
Department of Education

●● Any nonemergency, invasive physical examination 
or screening as described above

Parents who believe their rights have been violated 
may file a complaint with the Family Policy 
Compliance Office, U.S. Department of Education, 
400 Maryland Ave. SW, Washington, DC, 20202.
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2019-20 School and  
Program Directory
Italic names indicate charter schools.

NO. SCHOOL/PROGRAM STREET ADDRESS ZIP PHONE

50 Abbottston Elementary School 1300 Gorsuch Avenue 21218 443-984-2685

427 Academy for College and Career Exploration 1300 W. 36th Street 21211 410-396-7607

413 Achievement Academy 2201 Pinewood Avenue 21214 410-396-6241

337 Afya Public Charter School 2800 Brendan Avenue 21213 410-485-2102

145 Alexander Hamilton Elementary School 800 Poplar Grove Street 21216 410-396-0520

234 Arlington Elementary School 3705 W. Rogers Ave. 21215 410-396-0567

243 Armistead Gardens Elementary/Middle School 5001 E. Eager Street 21205 410-396-9090

164 Arundel Elementary School 2400 Round Road 21225 410-396-1379

430 Augusta Fells Savage Institute of Visual Arts 1500 Harlem Avenue 21217 410-396-7701

480 Baltimore City College 3220 The Alameda 21218 410-396-6557

375 Baltimore Collegiate School for Boys 2500 E. Northern Parkway 21214 443-642-5320

382 Baltimore Design School 1500 Barclay Street 21202 443-642-2311

335 Baltimore International Academy 4410 Frankford Avenue 21206 410-426-3650

385 Baltimore International Academy West 4300 Sidehill Road 21229 443-275-9417

348 Baltimore Leadership School for Young Women 128 W. Franklin Street 21201 443-642-2048

336 Baltimore Montessori Public Charter School 1600 Guilford Avenue 21202 410-528-5393

403 Baltimore Polytechnic Institute 1400 W. Cold Spring Lane 21209 410-396-7026

415 Baltimore School for the Arts 712 Cathedral Street 21201 443-642-5165

54 Barclay Elementary/Middle School 2900 Barclay Street 21218 410-396-6387

362 Bard High School Early College Baltimore 2801 N. Dukeland Street 21216 443-642-5040
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NO. SCHOOL/PROGRAM STREET ADDRESS ZIP PHONE

124 Bay-Brook Elementary/Middle School

Temporary location until January 2020*:           
2501 Seabury Road  
Permanent location as of January 2020*:           
4301 10th Street

21225 410-396-1357

246 Beechfield Elementary/Middle School 301 S. Beechfield Avenue 21229 410-396-0525

231 The Belair-Edison Community School 3536 Brehms Lane 21213 410-396-9150

217 Belmont Elementary School 1406 N. Ellamont Street 21216 410-396-0579

239
Benjamin Franklin High School at  
Masonville Cove

1201 Cambria Street 21225 410-396-1373

364 Bluford Drew Jemison STEM Academy West 1500 Harlem Avenue 21217 443-642-2110

130 Booker T. Washington Middle School 1301 McCulloh Street 21217 410-396-7734

251 Callaway Elementary School 3701 Fernhill Avenue 21215 410-396-0604

75 Calverton Elementary/Middle School
201 North Bend Road  
(temporary location until 2021–22*)

21229 410-396-0581

256 Calvin M. Rodwell Elementary/Middle School

Temporary location until January 2020*:           
5545 Kennison Avenue  
Permanent location as of January 2020*:          
3501 Hillsdale Road

21215 

21207

410-396-0940

854 Career Academy 101 W. 24th Street 21218 410-396-7454

454 Carver Vocational-Technical High School 2201 Presstman Street 21216 410-396-0553

7 Cecil Elementary School 2000 Cecil Avenue 21218 410-396-6385

34 Charles Carroll Barrister Elementary School 1327 Washington Boulevard 21230 410-396-5973

326 City Neighbors Charter School 4301 Raspe Avenue 21206 410-325-2627

346 City Neighbors Hamilton 5609 Sefton Avenue 21214 443-642-2052

376 City Neighbors High School 5609 Sefton Avenue 21214 443-642-2119

8 City Springs Elementary/Middle School 100 S. Caroline Street 21231 410-396-9165

307 Claremont School 5301 Erdman Avenue 21205 410-545-3380

97 Collington Square Elementary/Middle School 1409 N. Collington Avenue 21213 410-396-9198

27
Commodore John Rodgers Elementary/ 
Middle School

100 N. Chester Street 21231 410-396-9300

325 ConneXions: A Community Based Arts School 2801 N. Dukeland Street 21216 443-984-1418
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NO. SCHOOL/PROGRAM STREET ADDRESS ZIP PHONE

432 Coppin Academy 2500 W. North Avenue 21216 443-642-5060 

384 Creative City Public Charter School 2810 Shirley Avenue 21215 443-642-3600

247 Cross Country Elementary/Middle School
6900 Park Heights Avenue                         
(temporary location until September 2021*)

21215 410-396-0602

323 The Crossroads School 802 S. Caroline Street 21231 410-276-4924

207 Curtis Bay Elementary/Middle School 4301 West Bay Avenue 21225 410-396-1397

39 Dallas F. Nicholas, Sr., Elementary School 201 E. 21st Street 21218 410-396-4525

201 Dickey Hill Elementary/Middle School 5025 Dickey Hill Road 21207 410-396-0610

416 Digital Harbor High School 1100 Covington Street 21230 443-984-1256

61 Dorothy I. Height Elementary School 2011 Linden Avenue 21217 410-396-0837

250 Dr. Bernard Harris, Sr., Elementary School 1400 N. Caroline Street 21213 410-396-1452

254
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,  
Elementary/Middle School

3750 Greenspring Avenue 21211 410-396-0756

58
Dr. Nathan A. Pitts-Ashburton  
Elementary/Middle School

3935 Hilton Road 21215 410-396-0636

884 Eager Street Academy 926 Greenmount Avenue 21202 410-234-1815

62 Edgecombe Circle Elementary School 2835 Virginia Avenue 21215 410-396-0550

67 Edgewood Elementary School 1900 Edgewood Street 21216 410-396-0532

400 Edmondson-Westside High School 501 N. Athol Avenue 21229 410-396-0685

734 Elementary/Middle Alternative Program 1101 N. Wolfe Street 21213 410-396-1720

368
Elmer A. Henderson: A Johns Hopkins  
Partnership School

2100 Ashland Avenue 21205 443-642-2060

262 Empowerment Academy 851 Braddish Avenue 21216 443-984-2381

11 Eutaw-Marshburn Elementary School 1624 Eutaw Place 21217 410-396-0779

178 Excel Academy 1001 W. Saratoga Street 21223 410-396-1290

241 Fallstaff Elementary/Middle School 3801 Fallstaff Road 21215 410-396-0682

45 Federal Hill Preparatory Academy 1040 William Street 21230 410-396-1207

406 Forest Park High School 3701 Eldorado Avenue 21207 410-396-0753

85 Fort Worthington Elementary/Middle School 2710 E. Hoffman Street 21213 410-396-9161
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NO. SCHOOL/PROGRAM STREET ADDRESS ZIP PHONE

76 Francis Scott Key Elementary/Middle School 1425 E. Fort Avenue 21230 410-396-1503

95 Franklin Square Elementary/Middle School 1400 W. Lexington Street 21223 410-396-0795

450 Frederick Douglass High School 2301 Gwynns Falls Parkway 21217 410-396-7821

260 Frederick Elementary School 2501 Frederick Avenue 21223 410-396-0830

206 Furley Elementary School 5001 Sinclair Lane (temporary location) 21206 410-396-9094

125 Furman Templeton Preparatory Academy 1200 Pennsylvania Avenue 21217 410-396-0882

211 Gardenville Elementary School 5300 Belair Road 21206 410-396-6382

212 Garrett Heights Elementary/Middle School 2800 Ailsa Avenue 21214 410-396-6361

177 George W.F. McMechen High School 4411 Garrison Boulevard 21215 410-396-0980

22 George Washington Elementary School 800 Scott Street 21230 410-396-1445

235 Glenmount Elementary/Middle School 6211 Walther Avenue 21206 410-396-6366

213 Govans Elementary School
900 Woodbourne Avenue                           
(temporary location until January 2021*)

21212 410-396-6396

240
Graceland Park/O’Donnell Heights Elementary/
Middle School

6300 O’Donnell Street 21224 410-396-9083

332 The Green School of Baltimore 2851 Kentucky Avenue 21213 410-488-5312

377 Green Street Academy 125 N. Hilton Street 21229 443-642-2068

214 Guilford Elementary/Middle School 4520 York Road 21212 410-396-6358

60 Gwynns Falls Elementary School 2700 Gwynns Falls Parkway 21216 410-396-0638

236 Hamilton Elementary/Middle School 6101 Old Harford Road 21214 410-396-6375

55 Hampden Elementary/Middle School 3608 Chestnut Avenue 21211 410-396-6004

47 Hampstead Hill Academy 500 S. Linwood Avenue 21224 410-396-9146

37 Harford Heights Elementary School
2050 N. Wolfe Street                                      
(temporary location until September 2021*)

21213 410-396-9341

35 Harlem Park Elementary/Middle School 1401 W. Lafayette Avenue 21217 410-396-0633

210 Hazelwood Elementary/Middle School 4517 Hazelwood Avenue 21206 410-396-9098

215 Highlandtown Elementary/Middle School #215 3223 E. Pratt Street 21224 410-396-9381

237 Highlandtown Elementary/Middle School #237 231 S. Eaton Street 21224 443-642-2792
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NO. SCHOOL/PROGRAM STREET ADDRESS ZIP PHONE

21 Hilton Elementary School 3301 Carlisle Avenue 21216 410-396-0634

159 The Historic Cherry Hill Elementary/Middle School 801 Bridgeview Road 21225 410-396-1392

122
The Historic Samuel Coleridge-Taylor  
Elementary School

507 W. Preston Street 21201 410-396-0783

229 Holabird Elementary/Middle School 1500 Imla Street 21224 410-396-9086

303 Home and Hospital Program 2000 Edgewood Street 21216 410-396-0775

333 Independence School Local I 1300 W. 36th Street 21211 443-642-2504

10 James McHenry Elementary/Middle School 31 S. Schroeder Street 21223 410-396-1621

144 James Mosher Elementary School
3910 Barrington Road                                   
(temporary location until September 2021*)

21207 410-396-0506

228 John Ruhrah Elementary/Middle School

Temporary location until January 2020*:           
6820 Fait Avenue  
Permanent location as of January 2020*:            
701 Rappolla Street

21224 410-396-9125

16 Johnston Square Elementary School 1101 Valley Street 21202 410-396-1477

345 Joseph C. Briscoe Academy 900 Druid Hill Avenue 21201 410-396-0774

347 KIPP Harmony Academy 2000 Edgewood Street 21216 443-642-2027

12 Lakeland Elementary/Middle School 2921 Stranden Road 21230 410-396-1406

86 Lakewood Elementary School 2625 Federal Street 21213 410-396-9158

245 Leith Walk Elementary/Middle School 1235 Sherwood Avenue 21239 410-396-6380

64 Liberty Elementary School 3901 Maine Avenue 21207 410-396-0571

371 Lillie May Carroll Jackson School 2200 Sinclair Lane 21213 443-320-9499 

261 Lockerman Bundy Elementary School 301 N. Pulaski Street 21223 410-396-1364

313 Lois T. Murray Elementary/Middle School 1600 Arlington Avenue 21239 410-396-7463

203 Maree G. Farring Elementary/Middle School 300 Pontiac Avenue 21225 410-396-1404

53 Margaret Brent Elementary/Middle School 100 E. 26th Street 21218 410-396-6509

150 Mary Ann Winterling Elementary School 220 N. Bentalou Street 21223 410-396-1385

204 Mary E. Rodman Elementary School
201 North Bend Road  
(temporary location until September 2020*)

21229 410-396-0508

29 Matthew A. Henson Elementary School 1600 N. Payson Street 21217 410-396-0776
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NO. SCHOOL/PROGRAM STREET ADDRESS ZIP PHONE

249 Medfield Heights Elementary School
900 Woodbourne Avenue                           
(temporary location until January 2021*)

21212 410-396-6460

410 Mergenthaler Vocational-Technical High School 3500 Hillen Road 21218 410-396-6496

321 Midtown Academy 1398 W. Mount Royal Avenue 21217 410-225-3257

44 Montebello Elementary/Middle School 2040 E. 32nd Street 21218 410-396-6576

105 Moravia Park Elementary School 6201 Frankford Avenue 21206 410-396-9096

220 Morrell Park Elementary/Middle School 2601 Tolley Street 21230 410-396-3426

66 Mount Royal Elementary/Middle School 121 McMechen Street 21217 410-396-0864

221 The Mount Washington School 1801 Sulgrave Avenue 21209 410-396-6354

349 NACA Freedom and Democracy Academy II 2500 E. Northern Parkway 21214 443-642-2031

421 National Academy Foundation 540 N. Caroline Street 21205 443-984-1594

422 New Era Academy 2700 Seamon Avenue 21225 443-984-2415

322 New Song Academy 1530 Presstman Street 21217 410-728-2091

81 North Bend Elementary/Middle School 181 North Bend Road 21229 410-396-0376

242 Northwood Elementary School 5201 Loch Raven Boulevard 21239 410-396-6377

405 Patterson High School 100 Kane Street 21224 410-396-9276

327 Patterson Park Public Charter School 27 N. Lakewood Avenue 21224 410-558-1230

414 Paul Laurence Dunbar High School 1400 Orleans Street 21231 443-642-4478

223 Pimlico Elementary/Middle School 4849 Pimlico Road 21215 410-396-0876

341 The Reach! Partnership School 2555 Harford Road 21218 443-642-2291

419 Reginald F. Lewis High School 6401 Pioneer Drive 21214 410-545-1746

433 Renaissance Academy 1301 McCulloh Street 21217 443-984-3164

142 Robert W. Coleman Elementary School
1807 Harlem Avenue                                     
(temporary location until September 2021*)

21217 410-396-0764

233 Roland Park Elementary/Middle School 5207 Roland Avenue 21210 410-396-6420

63 Rosemont Elementary/Middle School 2777 Presstman Street 21216 410-396-0574

28 Sandtown-Winchester Achievement Academy 701 Gold Street 21217 410-396-0800
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NO. SCHOOL/PROGRAM STREET ADDRESS ZIP PHONE

73 Sarah M. Roach Elementary School 3434 Old Frederick Road 21229 410-396-0511

314 Sharp-Leadenhall Elementary School 150 W. West Street 21230 410-396-4325

248 Sinclair Lane Elementary School 3880 Sinclair Lane 21213 410-396-9117

328 Southwest Baltimore Charter School 1300 Herkimer Street 21223 443-984-3385

15 Stadium School 1400 Exeter Hall Avenue 21218 443-984-2682

4 Steuart Hill Academic Academy 30 S. Gilmor Street 21223 410-396-1387

855 Success Academy 2201 Pinewood Avenue 21214 443-642-2101

13 Tench Tilghman Elementary/Middle School 600 N. Patterson Park Avenue 21205 410-396-9247

232 Thomas Jefferson Elementary/Middle School 605 Dryden Drive 21229 410-396-0534

84 Thomas Johnson Elementary/Middle School 100 E. Heath Street 21230 410-396-1575

373 Tunbridge Public Charter School 5504 York Road 21212 410-323-8692

374 Vanguard Collegiate Middle School 5000 Truesdale Avenue (temporary location) 21206 443-642-2069

226 Violetville Elementary/Middle School 1207 Pine Heights Avenue 21229 410-396-1416

429 Vivien T. Thomas Medical Arts Academy 100 N. Calhoun Street 21223 443-984-2831

134 Walter P. Carter Elementary/Middle School
1101 Winston Avenue                                    
(temporary location until January 2021*)

21212 410-396-6271

51 Waverly Elementary/Middle School 3400 Ellerslie Avenue 21218 410-396-6394

407 Western High School 4600 Falls Road 21209 410-396-7040

225 Westport Academy 2401 Nevada Street 21230 410-396-3396

88 Wildwood Elementary/Middle School 621 Wildwood Parkway 21229 410-396-0503

83 William Paca Elementary School 200 N. Lakewood Avenue 21224 410-396-9148

301 William S. Baer School 2001 N. Warwick Avenue 21216 410-396-0833

87 Windsor Hills Elementary/Middle School 4001 Alto Road 21216 410-396-0595

23 Wolfe Street Academy 245 S. Wolfe Street 21231 410-396-9140

205 Woodhome Elementary/Middle School 7300 Moyer Avenue 21234 410-396-6398

219 Yorkwood Elementary School 5931 Yorkwood Road 21239 410-396-6364

858 Youth Opportunity 1510 W. Lafayette Avenue 21217 410-962-1905

*Dates for return from temporary locations are based on current construction schedules but are subject to change.
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NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION

 

Baltimore City Public Schools does not discriminate on        
the basis of race, color, ancestry or national origin, religion, 
sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, 
marital status, disability, veteran status, genetic information, 
or age in its programs and activities and provides equal 
access to the Boy Scouts of America and other designated 
youth groups.

 

For inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies,   
please contact

 

Equal Opportunity Manager, Title IX Coordinator

Equal Employment Opportunity and Title IX Compliance

200 E. North Avenue

Room 208

Baltimore, MD 21202

Phone 410-396-8542

Fax 410-396-2955
 

OR
 

Coordinator – Section 504

Special Education and Student Supports

200 E. North Avenue

Room 210

Baltimore, MD 21202

Phone 443-462-4247

Email 504support@bcps.k12.md.us

 

If you believe you have been treated differently because 
of your race or color, national origin or ethnicity, religion 
of creed, sex or gender, age, physical or mental disability, 
genetic information, marital status, sexual orientation, 
or gender identify or expression, you have the right to 
file a complaint with the Equal Employment Opportunity 
department.

 

You must file a complaint within 90 days of the most recent 
act(s) of discrimination or harassment.



Linda Chinnia
Chair, Baltimore City Board of School Commissioners

Sonja Brookins Santelises, Ed.D.
CEO, Baltimore City Public Schools

200 E. North Avenue 
Baltimore, MD 21202 
www.baltimorecityschools.org 
443-984-2000
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CARROLL COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS  

ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES FOR INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT AND 
NOTIFICATION 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 
The Integrated Pest Management (IPM) program employed by Carroll County 
Public Schools uses inspection, monitoring, employee education, and sanitation 
practices to minimize the use of pesticides in our schools and on our school 
grounds. 
 
Board Policy EBAA states: 
“Consistent with the Agriculture Article Sections 5-204 and 5-208.1, Annotated 
Code of Maryland. 
 
Passage House Bill 286 during the 1997-98 legislative session required public 
schools to adopt integrated pest management systems and to develop parent and 
staff notification programs beginning in the 1999-2000 school year.  Additional 
legislation in 1999 required school systems to extend their IPM programs and 
notification procedures to include school grounds. 
 
PROCEDURES 
 

1. Roles and Responsibilities 
 

The IPM program will require the assistance and full cooperation of the 
administration, staff, and students.  The operation of the IPM program will be 
under the direction of John Timcheck, Coordinator of Environmental Safety, 125 
North Court Street, Westminster, Maryland 21157.  The Coordinator of 
Environmental Safety will serve as the contact person addressing questions and 
concerns regarding the IPM system and notification procedures, advising the 
administration, staff, students and parents of changes in the IPM program, 
including new laws and regulations, and in general, providing oversight and 
consistency to the program.  His telephone number is 410-751-3144. 
 



The Department of Facilities Operations will administer contracts with one or 
more qualified pest management companies or utilize certified school IPM staff to 
conduct all IPM programs for all Carroll County Public Schools system-owned or 
operated facilities.  Copies safety data sheets and product labels for each 
pesticide and bait station used on school property are to be maintained by the 
Department of Facilities Operations. 
 
School administrators will comply with the provisions of the IPM program by 
ensuring that areas requiring maintenance, repair, or increased sanitation are 
addressed, pest problems or sightings are documented, and that proper 
notification procedures are followed in the event of pesticide application. 
 
Custodial staff for Carroll County Public Schools will function as an integral part of 
the IPM program, providing important observation of all areas of the building and 
grounds to locate, identify, and monitor pests, improve sanitation, and 
recommend repairs. 
 
Students and staff have a responsibility to follow good sanitation practices and to 
also act as observers. 
 

2. Pest Control Company Qualifications 
  
 Pest control contractors shall be licensed in the State of Maryland and be in good 
standing.  A review of the contractor’s record with the Maryland Department of 
Agriculture shall be conducted either over the telephone or in person with a 
representative of the MDA. 
 
The servicing technician shall be certified in the State of Maryland to conduct pest 
control operations and be trained in the principals and practices of integrated 
pest management.  The contractor shall provide the appropriate documentation 
of these requirements.  In the event of a change in service technicians priors to 
servicing any facility, the technician must provide proof of certification to the 
Facilities Operations Department. 
 
The contracting company shall annually review the IPM program with the 
Coordinator of Environmental Safety for the program’s effectiveness.  Any 
deficiencies shall be noted and the program modified to eliminate these 



deficiencies.  All methods of preventative maintenance (vacuuming, cleaning, 
caulking, etc.) communications to staff and students should be performed and 
documented.  Only after all appropriate preventative measures have been taken 
and pest problems are still experienced may a pesticide be applied. 
 
The contracting pest control/management company shall provide complete 
labels, material safety data sheets, and any other pertinent literature pertaining 
to the pesticide chemicals and/or methodologies utilized within the school 
facilities.  All facilities and the facilities Operations office shall be provided with a 
set of these materials. 
 

3. Integrated Pest Management Objectives 
 
Integrated Pest Management takes a non-chemical and proactive approach to 
pest control by recognizing that pests are only found when they have access to 
food, water, and shelter and that by eliminating these conditions, the need for 
extermination is dramatically reduced.  This approach includes an ongoing 
inspection, monitoring, and occupant education program; it does not include 
routine scheduled spraying of pesticides done as a preventative measure.  IPM 
incorporates structural repair, sanitation, and non-chemical methods prior to the 
use of chemicals. 
 
Pest will be managed to: 

• Reduce any potential human health hazard or to protect against a 
significant threat to public safety. 

• Prevent loss or damage to school structures or property and prevent a 
reoccurrence of the problem 

• Prevent pest from spreading into community or areas beyond the site 
• Improve the quality of the educational environment for students, staff, and 

the public 
 

4. Education 
 

The cooperation and understanding of staff, students, and parents is an important 
component of an IPM program.  Presentations to the Board of Educations, School 
administrators, and parent groups will explain the program and roles each 
individual plays in an effective program.  Yearly notices in the school calendar will 



give information on the IPM program, notification procedures, pesticides and bait 
stations which may be used on school property, the name of the contact person for 
information, and the location of material safety data sheets.   
 
 

5.  Recordkeeping 
  
Records of pesticide use shall be provided to the school by the certified applicator 
at the time of the pesticide use recommendation and/or application and will be 
maintained for two years.  This information is essential to the notifications process 
performed by the facility administration and will include potential adverse effects 
of the chemical taken from the material safety data sheets. Records must be 
current and accurate.  Documentation of communications to parents, students, and 
staff regarding IPM and all notifications of pesticides use will be maintained by 
Facilities Operations.  Records shall be maintained with the following information: 
 

(a) Pest sightings; 
(b) Pest control procedures, and  
(c) Any communications to students and staff members 

regarding integrated pest management or pesticide use 
 

5. IPM Service Procedure 
 

• Routine Monthly Service Visit 
The pest control technician will review the pest observation log, communicate with 
appropriate staff members, and conduct a visual inspection of the interior and 
exterior of the building.  Pest monitoring devices will be checked during this tour 
and all observations, recommendations, and actions noted on the service record.  
The technician will identify the particular pest and determine action thresholds 
based on the site and the biology and habits of the organism, as well as evaluating 
previous actions. 

 
• Emergency Service 

The pest control contractor will respond immediately to situations where there is 
a severe threat to human health.  Response to all other requests will occur within 
48 hours.  Calls for emergency or non-typical service should be placed to the 
Facilities Operations Office. 



 
• Exterior Pests 

If the problem involves pests on the grounds of the building, contact should be 
made with the Facilities Operations Office to determine the appropriate action.  
This includes ground bees and large mammals such as ground hogs and skunks. 

 
6. Pesticide Applications 

 
Sanitation, non-chemical controls, and building repair and modifications will be 
used whenever possible to provide the desired control.  The choice of using 
pesticides will be based on a review of all other available options and a 
determination that these options are unreasonable or have been exhausted in 
order to minimize the use of pesticides.  The least hazardous pesticide will be 
selected, and the method and the time of applications designed to minimize the 
potential for exposure of students and staff.  All pesticide applications will be 
conducted by a certified contract technician (applicator).  The application of 
pesticides is subject to the Board of Education of Carroll County’s policies and 
procedures and applicable federal, state, and local regulations including the 
Maryland Pesticide Applicators Law and Regulations and the Federal Insecticide, 
Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act. 
 

7. Notification 
 

Maryland law requires that parents of all elementary students be notified 
automatically prior to application of any pesticide.  Each parent or guardian, and 
staff member of secondary students must request to be placed on a pesticide 
notification list. 
 
Carroll County Schools notifies all students and staff 24 hours prior to scheduled 
applications of pesticides on school property.  If an emergency pest control 
situation arises and a pesticide is used, notification will be made within 24 hours.  
Space spraying of a pesticide throughout an entire room or area by a fogger or 
aerosol device requires one-week advance notice to all students and staff. 
 
Secondary schools require in-school notification prior to a pesticide application in 
the form of a posted notice at the area of the pesticide application and in a 
central location accessible to parents, guardians, students and staff such as the 



main office.  The notice shall remain posted for at least 48 hours after a pesticide 
is applied. 
 
All schools shall post notices before the use of a bait station inside the school on 
the primary entrance to the area where the bait station is placed.  The notice 
must remain until the bait station is removed. 
 
Effective 2000-01 the pesticide applicator must post a sign at the time a pesticide 
is applied to school grounds.  The term “pesticide” does not include a disinfectant, 
sanitizer, deodorizer or bait station.  The sign must conform to Maryland 
Department of Agriculture specifications. 
 
The sign must be placed at one of the following locations and posted for at least 
48 hours following the application. 
 

a. At each primary access to the property treated, with the front of the 
sign facing the access; 

b. If only a spot pesticide application is made, or only a small area of a 
large area receives a pesticide application, a sign may be posted at the 
location where the pesticide application was made, with the front of the 
sign facing the probable path of access to the area.   

 
For application on school grounds, the notice of planned date and time of 
application may specify that weather conditions or other extenuating 
circumstances may cause the actual date of application to be postponed to a later 
date or dates. 
 
If the actual date of application is more than 14 days later than the planned date 
provided in the notice, notice of the application required under this regulation 
shall be reissued. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. Program Evaluation 



An annual review of the IPM system will be conducted to determine the 
effectiveness of the program and program objectives have been achieved.  This 
will include the review of inspection reports, sanitation reports, and other records 
to establish current conditions, progress of the program against pest problems 
and conditions, effectiveness of action thresholds, and to identify problem areas 
in the IPM system that may need to be modified or changed 
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PESTICIDE REGULATION SECTION 
 

(410) 841-5710 
FAX (410) 841-2765 

 
June 2, 2011 

 
 
Michael Preston 
Cecil County Public Schools 
Assistant in Facilities for Operations 
801 Elkton Blvd. 
Elkton, MD 21921 
 
Dear Mr. Preston: 
 
 I would like to thank you for submitting a copy of Cecil County Public Schools revised 
Integrated Pest Management Plan. As you are aware, each Integrated Pest Management Plan 
must be reviewed by the Maryland Department of Agriculture as set forth under Regulation 
15.05.02 Integrated Pest Management and Notification of Pesticide Use in a Public School 
Building or on School Grounds. Your revised IPM Plan has been reviewed to ensure that it is in 
compliance with the minimum requirements as specified in Section 15.05.02.03 Integrated Pest 
Management System. 
 
 Upon completing the review of your revised Integrated Pest Management Plan, the 
Maryland Department of Agriculture has determined that all of the required components have 
been addressed in your plan. This letter will serve as the formal approval of the Cecil County 
Public Schools Integrated Pest Management Plan. 
 
 Please be reminded, if any additional changes are made to the Integrated Pest 
Management Plan, the revised Plan must be resubmitted to the Maryland Department of 
Agriculture for approval. If you have any further questions please feel free to contact me. 
 
 
       Sincerely, 

 
       Edward A. Crow 
       Entomologist 
       Licensing, Certification and Training 
        
File 
cc: Dennis Howard 
     Scott Rowe 



















This page intentionally left blank













This page intentionally left blank















This page intentionally left blank







Integrated Pest Management Program 

for 

Frederick County Public Schools 

1 



















































































































AppendixB: 

(IPM Booklet supplement) 

Pest Control and Sanitation: What Can I do? 

58 



Insert 1PM booklet here 

59 































I 
, Chapter Four: Nonchemical Pest Management 

When a pest problem requires action, look first to those methods not requiring the 
use of pesticides. Pest control practices such as trapping, caulking, power washing, 
and uacuuming are control measures you can use with a high degree of safety. 
Ideally, you should concentrate first on those methods that work ouer the long 
term, or that prevent pests in the first place; methods such as pest-proofing 
(exclusion) or operational changes that improue sanitation. Often, nonchemical 
measures are combined for the most effectiue results, and sometimes used together 
with limited pesticide application. Common nonchemical pest management 
methods are discussed in this chapter. 

. Sanitation/Housekeeping 

Poor sanitation makes life easy for 
cockroaches, flies, ants, mice, rats, and 
other pests that need nothing more than a 
little spilled food, a drippy faucet and a 
place to hide. 

Removing available food for pests is the 
most obvious, and probably the most 
important, sanitation step to reduce pests. 
However, cleaning up clutter is important, 
too. Stacks of papers or closets jammed 
full of "stuff" provide harborage (living and 
hiding places) for pests. 

Good sanitation is a nonchemical pest 
management measure that does not 
require specialized training or equipment. 
All that is needed is an understanding of 
the conn·ection between food, standing 
water, clutter ... and pests . 

Vacuuming 
Vacuuming is an important part of a 

sanitation program since thorough and 
frequent vacuuming removes food 
particles and other debris that pests feed 
on. Vacuuming also can be used to control 
pests directly. Pest control companies are 
increasingly using industrial-type vacuums 
to suck up cockroaches, flies, ants, spiders, 
and other pests. 

For many pest problems, a vacuum 

12 

may be all that is needed. A group of 
cockroaches living under a rabbit cage can 
best be removed simply by lifting the cage 
and vacuuming them up. For other pest 
problems, a vacuum may be the 2nll'.
control method· that is acceptable. An 
example is ants living inside an oven. 

Pest control companies and cleaning 
services often use specialty backpack · 
vacuums equipped with filters that can 
remove even tiny allergenic particles. 
Special attachments allow vacuuming 
under appliances and around sensitive 
equipment like computers. After vacuum
ing, the vacuum bag should be dropped 
in to a sealable plastic bag and discarded. 

Power Washing 
Various types of power washing 

equipment use a high-pressure stream of 
water to remove accumulated debris, 
grease, and other potential food and 
harborage for pests. Candidates for power 
washing include the following sites: 

• Food carts/tray carts
• Drains
• Trash rooms
• Trash cans/dumpsters
• Compactors
• Loading docks
• Bird roosting area (droppings)
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INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT (IPM)
PLAN FOR MONTGOMERY COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

School Pest Management Policy Statement

Structural pests, i.e. insects and rodents, carry diseases, contaminate food and food
preparation areas and cause structural damage thus posing significant problems to people,
property, and the environment. Landscape pests, i.e. insects, weeds and diseases, can
pose significant problems to students, staffand users ofschool properties. Pesticides can
also pose risks through unnecessary exposures to people, property, and the environment.
Pest control in the school environment must protect the health and safety ofthe children
and stafi minimize pest damage to structures and personal property, improve the quality
ofthe educational environment by avoiding annoyance and disruption of work and

learning caused by insects, rodents, and other pests. It is therefore the policy ofthe
Montgomery County Public school District/ Board ofEducation to adopt Integrated Pest

Management for control ofpests in school buildings and on school grounds.

Roles and Responsibilities

The IPM program will require the assistance and cooperation ofthe administration, staq
and students. The Montgomery County Public School District/ Board of Education has

established a Contact Person to serve as a liaison between the administration and pest
control program in order to provide oversight, consistency in the pest control progranr,
and ensure the provisions of the IPM system are fulfilled. The Contact Person will advise
the administration, stafl parents and guardians and students as necessary ofIPM program
changes and new laws and regulations effecting the IPM system.

The Contact Person will discuss the IPM system and problem areas identified tkough the
inspection and monitoring process. The Contact Person also serves as the liaison between
the school administration and parents, guardians, students and staffto address questions
and concerns regarding the IPM system and pest control practices. The Contact Person
will make recommendations to correct problem areas.

Students and staffwill comply with the provisions of the IPM system by ensuring that
areas requiring maintenance or repair, sanitation problems, and pest problems or
sightings are documented. Students and staff need to ensure good sanitation practices are
followed.

Pests

Pests are populations of living organisms (insects, animals, plants, or microorganisms)
that interfere with the use ofthe school site for human purposes. Strategies for managing
pest populations will be influenced by the pest species and whether that species poses a
theat to people, property, or the environment. IPM relies on the coordinated use ofpest
environmental information and the best available pest management methods to prevent
unacceptable levels ofpest damage by the most economical means and with the least



possible hazard to students, staff, property, and the environment. Long term control of
pests is achieved by using information about biology and habits ofthe pest and its

interaction with its surroundings. Proper installation of plants, appropriate watering
regimes, and choosing plant species that are suited to specific sites and usage are some of
the most effective measures for achieving long term pest control for school landscapes

and grounds.

Pest Management

The Integrated Pest Management plan will be developed for the Montgomery County
Public School District as required by the Maryland regulations pertaining to Integrated

Pest Management and notification ofPesticide use in a Public School or on School
grounds. Approved pest management plans will be developed for the site and will
include any proposed pest management measures.

Pests will be managed to:

e Reduce any potential human health hazards orto protect against a

significant threat to public safety.

o Prevent loss or damage to school structures or property and prevent a

reoccurrence of the problem.

. Prevent pests from spreading into the community, or areas beyond the

site.

. Improve the quality ofthe educational environment for students, staff,
and the public.

Integrated Pest Management Procedures

IPM procedures will determine when to control pests, and identify conditions
contributing to pest problems through the use of monitoring and thorough inspections
conducted at regular intervals. Problem areas will be identified where alternative pest

control technologies can be incorporated in order to eliminate routine pesticide

applications. The necessity for pest control, if warranted, will be based on information
obtained from inspections and monitoring. These actions will be based on action
threshold levels that will be established based on the site and the pest. Within school
grounds, these decisions are based on key pests; key plants, and key locations found
within the landscape. Action thresholds for school grounds should be based on pest

management objectives that have been established to satisfy the needs associated with the
usage ofspecific sites. When pest control procedures are warranted in and around school
buildings, one or more pest control methods including sanitation, structural repair,
cultural practices, mechanical control, biological, other non-chemical methods and

oesticides will be utilized.



IPM practitioners will depend on current, comprehensive information on the pest and its

environment and the best available pest control methods. By applying IPM principals,
unacceptable levels ofpest activity and damage will be prevented by the most

economical means while minimizing the risk to human health and the environment
associated with pesticide applications.

The choice ofusing pesticides will be based on a review ofall other available options and

a determination that these options are unreasonable or have been exhausted, in order to

minimize the use ofpesticides. Cost or stafling considerations alone will not be adequate

justification for the use ofpesticides, and selected non-chemical pest management

methods will be implemented whenever possible to provide the desired control. It is the

policy of the Montgomery County Public School District / Board of Education to utilize
IPM principals to manage pest populations adequatly. The full range ofpest control

alternatives, including no action, will be considered.

When it is determined that a pesticide must be used in order to meet vital pest

management goals, the least hazardous pesticide will be selected. The application ofsuch
pesticides are subject to the Montgomery County Public School District/ Board of
bducation,s policies and procedures and all applicable state, federal, and local regulations

including the Maryland Pesticide Applicators Law and Regulations, and the Federal

Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act.

Record Keeping

Records of pesticide use shall be provided to the school by the licensee, permittee, or

certified applicator at the time ofthe pesticide application and will be maintained for 2

years. Records must be current and accurate. In addition, pest surveillance data sheets

that record the number ofpests or other indicators ofpest populations are to be

maintained to verify the need for treatments. Pest control procedures, including cultural
practices utilized on school grounds, will be tracked. Documentation of communications

to students and staflregarding IPM and pesticide use will be maintained by the contact

person.

Pesticide Purchase and Storage

Pesticide purchases will be limited to the amount authorized for use during the year'

Pesticides witl be stored and disposed of in accordance with the EPA- registered label

directions and state regulations. Pesticides must be stored in an appropriate, secure site

not accessible to students or unauthorized personnel.



Pesticide Applications

Pesticides may be used after it is determined that non-toxic options are unreasonable or
have been exhausted. The least hazardous pesticide will be selected and the method and

time ofapplication will be based on the goal to minimize the potential for exposure of
students, and staffto the pesticide. Pesticide applications made on school property will
be conducted by an individual certified as a pest control applicator or by a registered

employee working under the supervision ofa certified applicator. Applicators must be

trained in the principals and practices of IPM and the use ofpesticides. They must follow
state and federal pesticide regulations and label precautions and comply with the
Montgomery County Public SchoolV Board of Education's IPM policy and plan.

Education

Staff, students, pest managers, and the public will be educated about potential school pest

problems and the IPM policies and procedures to be used to achieve the desired pest

management objectives and will be informed oftheir role in meeting these objectives.

Program Evaluation

An annual review ofthe IPM system will be conducted to determine the effectiveness of
the program and that program objectives have been achieved. This will include the
review of inspection reports, sanitation reports, and other records to establish current
conditions, progress ofthe progam against pest problems and conditions, effectiveness
ofaction thresholds, and to identify problem areas in the IPM system that may need to be
modified or changed. Evaluation is a critical part ofa grounds management progtam and

should include quantitative and qualitative assessments ofpest population densities,
densities of natural enemies, and the quality ofthe site after intervention takes place.
Often, the evaluation ofpest control efforts to school landscapes may be done during the
next monitoring cycle, but in some situations special observations may be necessary to
assess the success ofthe pest control tactic.

Notification

The Montgomery County Public School DistricV Board of Education will noti$r the
school staff, students, parents, and guardians prior to pesticide applications made in
school buildings or on School grounds in accordance with Maryland regulations. Notices
will be posted in designated areas at school and sent home to parents and guardians of
elementary school students and parents and guardians of middle and high school students
who wish to be informed in advance ofpesticide applications and are on the pesticide
notification list.



INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT (IPM)
PLAN FOR AGR'SC'E VCE PROGR.AMS

IN MONTGOMERY COUNW PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Pest Management Policy Stabment For Agriscience prcgrams

The propagation and production of plants within a greenhouse environment is an
important part of the educational curriculum for students enrolled in Agriscience
Programs. lnsect, mite and disease pests often iniest plants causing lignificant
damage. The conkol of pests and nutrients associated with horticultural cr6ps is also a
vital part of the educational cuniculum within Agriscience programs. Damaje to plants
resulting fom these pests must be managed in order to 

-instruct 
studEnts in the

management of horticultural crops in production greenhouses and to provide quality
plants that can be marketed as part of school fund raising projecti. itre use ot
pesticides can pose risks through unnecessary exposures to p6o'pte, property, and the
environment. Risks can be kept to a minimum through proper s6lection'and judicious
use. Pest control within the Agriscience program must protect the health and iabty of
the students, staff, and the envirohment whiie teaching students the principles of pest
control and proper pesticide use for the production of quality greenhouse and nursery
plants. lt is therefore the recommendation of the Monigomer! county public school
District / Board of Education to adopt Integrated pest Maiagement llpM) for the control
of pests encountered within Agriscience Program and to iricorporaie ttri instruction of
IPM as part of the curriculum.

Education

Agriscience Programs are designed to teach students about horticulfure and to provide
them with information on the fundamentals of plant growth and production. ns p"rt ot
the cuniculum students will be taught basic lpM practiles and printiples and how lpM is
used in the production and maintrenance of horticultural crops. Siudents will also be
instructed 

^on 
the proper use of pesticides and how they may be used as part of an lpMprogram. students will receive instruction in the identification and bioloiy oicommon

pests_that may occur in horticultural. crops grown as part of the Agrisciince program,
tl9 lPlvl policies and procedures to be used to achieve the desiref pest minagement
objectives,andwi||beinformedoftheirro|einmeetingtheseobjectives

Roles and Resp on si b i I ities

The IPM program rithin the .riscience program wirr require the assistance and
cooperation of the administratior 

', designated contact person, Agriscience teacners anostudents. Agriscience teachers must-work with the county'scihoot oisirt"ltTgoaro otEducation's designated contact person who serves as a liaison between theadministration and pest control programs in order to provide oversight, coniistency in



pest control programs and ensure the provisions of the School District's IPM System
and notification requirements are fulfilled. The Contact Person will advise Agriscience
teachers of IPM program changes and new laws and regulations effecting the School
District's IPM System and Agriscience IPM System.

The Agriscience teachers must remain in communication with the Contact Person since
the Contact Person serves as the liaison between the school administration and
parents, guardian, students and staff to address questions and concerns regarding the
overall IPM system and pest control practices.

Agriscience teachers will comply with the provisions of the IPM system for Agriscience
Programs by ensuring good sanitation practices are followed in conjunction with
documenting areas requiring maintenance or repair. Teachers will keep the Contact
Person appraised of activities within the Agriscience Program and pest problems
encountered within the program. Copies of all pesticide labels and Material Safety Data
Sheets (MSDS) that may potentially be used wihin the Agriscience Program will be
provided to the Contact Person. Teachers will instruct students enrolled in Agriscience
Programs in the principles of IPM in greenhouses and other related subject areas.

Students will comply with the provisions of the IPM system by ensuring that areas
requiring maintenance or repair, sanitation problems and pest problems or sightings are
documented. Students need to ensure good sanitation practices are followed.

Pests

Pests are populations of living organisms (insects, mites, weeds, or microorganisms)
that interfere with the use of the school site for human purposes and in the production of
plants. Strategies for managing pest populations will be influenced by specific crops
and the pest species. IPM in greenhouse and other similar sites relies on the
coordinated use of pest, fertili$ management, water management, other cultural
practices and other environmental information in conjunction with the utilization of the
best available pest management methods to prevent unacceptable levels of pest
damage by the most economical means and with the least possible hazard to students,
staff, properg and the environment. Long-term control of pests is achieved by using
information about the biology and habits of the pest and its interaction with its
surroundings.

Pest Management

This Integrated Pest Management Plan for Agriscience Programs has been developed
as a supplement to the School District's comprehensive IPM system as required by
Maryfand's Regulations Peftaining To lntegrated Pest Management and Notification of
Pesticide Use in a Public School. Pest management strategies will be developed for



Agriscience IPM PIan

each discipline (e.9., greenhouses, nurseries, agriculture, landscaping) of the
Agriscience Prognm and will include any proposed pest management measures.

Pests will be managed to:

o Minimize the loss or damage to plants and minimize the potential for a
recurrence of the pest problem.

o Maintain a level of pest infestation or damage that will be acceptable for
the marketability of the crop.

a Prevent pests from spreading to other parts ofthe school building and into
the community, or areas beyond the site

o Instruct sfudents on the principles and practices of IPM and pest control
procedures, including the proper use of pesticides.

lntegnbd P*t Management Procedurcs

IPM procedures will determine when to conbol pests, and identify conditions
contributing to pest problems through the use of monitoring and thorough inspections
conducted at regular intervals. Problem areas will be identified where altemative pest
control techniques can be incorporated in order to eliminate routine pesticide
applications. The necessity for pest control, if warranted, will be evaluated based on
information obhined from a regular monitoring program that includes random foliage
inspections of plants, inspections of the greenhouse, monitoring cards and sentinel
plants. These actions will be based on action threshold levels that will be established
based on the specific crop, developmental stage ofthe crop and the target pest. When
pest control procedurcs are warranted, the utilization of one or more pest control
methods including sanitation, modification of production procedures, cultural practices,
mechanical procedures, use of biologicals, and
pesicides will be considered.

IPM practioners will depend on current, comprehensive information on the pest and its
environment and the best available pest control methods. By applying IPM principles,
unacceptable levels of pest activity and damage will be suppressed by the most economical
means while minimizing the risk to human health and the environment associated with pesticide
applications. While the use of biologicals can play an important role in an IPM program designed
for greenhouses and landscapes, the sole reliance on the use biologicals to maintain pests below
<tamaging levels is often not feasible. Due to the imprecise nature of biological insect
populations and their interaction with pest populations, crops must be closely rronitored. If
appropriate action is not taken, which may include the use of selected biorational pesticides
while populations are small, pesticides may have to be applied on a Iarger scale to maintain pests
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6"16v damaging levels that may lead to the destruction ofthe crop.

It is the policy of this School District/Board of Education to utilize IPM principles within the
Agriscience Program to manage pest populations adequately. The full range of pest control
alternatives, including no actioq will be considered. Selected non-chemical pest management
methods will be implemented whenever possible to provide the deshed control. The choice of
using pesticides will be based on a review ofall other available options and a determination tlat
these options are umeasonable or have been exlnusted, in order to minimize the use of
pesticides, Cost or staffing considerations alone will not be adequate justification for the use of
pesticides.

The nranagement of algae and weeds within and around greenhouses is an important coryonent
of an IPM program in order to reduce or eliminate additional pest harborage and brreeding sites.
Weed control may involve the use of pesticides if nontoxic options are unreasonable or have
been exhausted.

When it is determined tlat a pesticide must be used to me€t vital pest management goals, the
least hazardous pesticide will be selected. Only pesticides registered by the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency and the Maryland State Chemist may be applied. Applications will only be
made to tiose plants or portions of plants that require treatnent and during the growth stage of
the pest when they will be most effective. The application of such pesticides are subject to the
School District'VBoard of Education's policies and procedures and all applicable state, federal
and local regulations including the Maryland Pesticide Applicators Law and Regulations, and the
Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act.

Record Keeping

Information obtained from inspections and monitoring shall be maintained to verify the
need for treatments. This information should include the plant height and development,
type of pest, population counts, presence and severity of disease, location of weeds and
evaluation of previous control measures. The removal of inbsted plants or plant parts
should be documented along with the modification of other cultural changes such as soil
fertilig and watering. Areas requiring maintenance or repair should be documented as
part of the records along with copies of Work Order requests. Records of pesticide use
shall be maintained by the certified applicator at the time of the pesticide application,
comply with state record keeping requirements and will be maintained for two years.
Records must be current and accurate.

Pesticide Purchase and Sforage

Pesticide purchases should be limited to the smallest amount available or the amount
that may be used during the year. Pesticides will be stored and disposed of in
accordan@ with the pesticide product label directions and state regulations. Pesticides
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must be stored in an appropriate, secure site inaccessible to students or unauthorized
personnel.

Pesti c ide Ap plicatio ns

Pesticides may be used after it is determined that nontoxic options are unreasonable or
have been exhausted. The least hazardous pesticide will be selected and the method
and time of application will be based on the goal to minimize the potential for exposure
of students and staff to the pesticide. Applications will only be made to those plants or
portions of plants, or areas, requiring treatment and during the growth stage of the pest
when they will be most effective. Pesticide applications made as part of the Agriscience
Program will be conducted by an individual certified as a pest control applicator in the
Demonstration and Research Category of Pest Control (Category X), or by a registered
employee/hained student working under the supervision of a certified applicator.
Applicators must be trained in the principles and practices of IPM and the use of
pesticides. Pesticide applications must follow state and fiederal pesticide regulations,
label precautions and comply with this School District's Agriscience IPM Policy and
Plan.

Prcgram Evaluation
Evaluation of the pest control program is a critical component of an IPM program for the
production of crops in greenhouses. IPM is a dynamic process and requires pest
management strategies to be continually evaluated and modified as needed. Evaluation
of the crop production program and effr-.ctiveness of the pest control program should be
made each time the crop is monitored. This will include the review of inspection reports,
sanitation reports, fertilization and watering programs and other records to establish
current conditions, progress of the program against pest problems and conditions,
effectiveness of action thresholds, and to identiS problem areas in the IPM system that
may need to be modified or changed. Since the evaluation process is a critical
component of an IPM program, students enrolled in the Agriscience Program should
actively participate in the evaluation process to obtain a better understanding of the
dynamics involved in an IPM program.

Notification

The Agriscience teacher Wll contact the School District's/Board of Education's
designated Contact Person prior to any pesticide application. The School District/Board
of Education will notify the school staff, students, parents and guardians prior to
pesticide applications made in school buildings, including greenhouses, or on school
grounds in accordance with Maryland regulations. Notices will be posted in designated
areas at schools and sent home to parents and guardians of all elementary school
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students at the school in which the application was made and in middle schools and
high schools to those individuals who wish to be informed in advance of pesticide
applications and are on the pesticide notification list.
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INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

UNIVERSAL NOTIFICATION FOR PARENTS, GUARDIANS, AND STAFF
School Year 2021-2022

Prince George’s County Public Schools controls unwanted insects and rodents
through Integrated Pest Management (IPM) as required by State law and
approved by the Maryland Department of Agriculture (MDA). IPM is part of
our continuing commitment to provide healthy learning environments for
students and staff by strictly limiting the use of chemical pesticides. IPM calls
for practices such as inspections and monitoring to identify conditions
contributing to pest problems and to determine when chemicals are required.
Non-toxic correction methods will be used, such as increased sanitation, minor
structural repair and/or maintenance, insect monitors and traps, and occupant
education and involvement. Least toxic chemicals will only be approved for
use after documentation indicates that non-toxic means and methods are
unsuccessful and an unacceptable level of infestation remains.

Maryland State certified, licensed, or registered applicators employed or
contracted by Prince George’s County Public Schools only are authorized to
use pesticides or herbicides on school property. Inside buildings, chemicals are
applied only when the area treated is vacant and will remain vacant overnight.
On grounds, chemicals are only approved for application when there is no risk
of exposure to students, staff, or the public. Appropriate signs will be posted
and parental notification will be provided.

Notification requirements: Parents, guardians, and staff will be notified twenty-
four hours before application of certain pesticides at elementary schools.
Middle schools, high schools and offices: only those individuals who have
requested prior notification. Signs will be placed where interior bait stations
are used, at site of pesticide applications on grounds, and at a main orcentral
location. In case of emergency applications, notification will take place within
twenty-four hours or on the next school day.

Parents/guardians of middle or high schools students and staff at middle
schools, high schools, and offices must submit a written request to the
school or office to receive prior notification of pesticide applications.
Middle schools, high schools, and offices are required to develop and retain
a pesticide notification list on file, keep it current, and makeit available to
MDAuponrequest.

IPM regulations also apply to pesticide use on school grounds, which includes
use for weed control, poison ivy or stinging insects. Herbicides are used for the
removal of excessive weed growth at fence lines or to eradicate poison ivy.
State notification procedures will be followed.

IPM questions may be directed to Mr. Alex Baylor, Environmental Officer,
13300 Old Marlboro Pike, Upper Marlboro, MD or by calling 301-952-6500.
This office maintains copies of labels and Material Safety Data Sheets that may
be reviewed. You may refer to the Integrated Pest Management book located
in the school’s main office for additional information on integrated pest
management.  

Pesticide products approved for, but not

necessarily used by, Prince George’s

County Public Schools’ licensed

applicators:

1. Abamectin B1 (Avert PT300 and

PT310)

2. Bedlam bedbug — bicyloheptene

dicarboximide

3. Bendiocarb (Ficam Dust)

4. Brodifacoum (Talon G Rat Pellets,

exterior rodenticide)

5. Cholecalciferol (Quintox, exterior

rodenticide)

6. Fipronil (Max Force Bait Stations or

Trays)

7. Fipronil (Termidor, for exterior and

interior ground treatment of termites)

8. Flying Insect traps (Non-toxic sticky

traps orjars)

9. Gentrol IGR-Hydroprene

10. Glyphosate (Round-up, weedkiller)

11. Gourment Ant bait — Disodium

Octaborate Tetrahydrate

12. Hydramethylnon (Siege, gel

insecticide for crack and crevice)

13. Insect Bait Stations

14. Insect glue traps/monitors (Non-toxic

traps to indicate type and size of

infestation of insects)

15. Mouse/Rat traps (Non-toxic, spring

mechanism orglue trap)

16. Napthalene/sulfur (Snake Away,

granules for control of snakes)

17. Niban Granular bait —- Boric Acid

18. Phantom Aerosol — Chlorfenapyr

19. Pheromone traps (Glue traps treated

with insect attractant)

20. Propoxur (Lava Lur, granules for

control of interior insects)

21. Pyrethrins (Wasp/Bee Freeze, for

immediate knock-down of

flying/stinging insects)

22. Talstar-P — Bifenthrin

23. Tempo 0.1 Dust, Cyfluthrin

24. Ditrac (exterior rodenticide)
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Las Escuelas Publicas del Condado de Prince George

controlan insectos and roedores no deseados por medio de

un ProgramaIntegrado de Exterminación de Pestes (IPM

(siglas en Inglés) comolo exige la ley del estado y aprovado

por el Departmento de Agricultura de Maryland (MDA por

sus siglas en Ingles). IPM es parte de nuestro compromiso

continuo de brindar un ambiente de aprendizaje saludable

para nuestros estudiantes y empleadosal restringir el uso

de pesticidas químicos. IPM nosindica que se utilizen

otros metodos como por ejemplo inspecciones y

monitoreodelas instalaciones para identificar condiciones

que contribuyen a problemasde pestes y determiner

cuandoel uso de pesticidas químicos es absolutamente

necesario. Metodos correctivos no-tóxicos serán utilizados

comopor ejemplo: saneamiento aumentado, pequeñas

reparacionesa la infraestructura, y/o mantenimiento,

monitoresde insectos y trampas, y educación e involucrar

a las personas que habitan las instalaciones. Los químicos

menostóxicos serán aprobados para su uso solo después

de quese pruebe que los métodos no-tóxicos no han

tenido el resultado deseado y un nivel de infestación

inacceptable todavía existe.

Personas consu respectivaslicencias, registrados y

certificados por el estado de Maryland para aplicar

químicos, ya sea empleadosde las Escuelas del Condado de

Prince George o contratistas contratados por las Escuelas

del Condadode Prince George son las únicas personas

authorizadas para aplicar/utilizar pesticidas or herbicidas

en las instalaciones de las escuelas. Dentro delas

instalaciones, químicos son utilizados únicamente cuando

el área a tratarse esta vacante y seguirá vacante durante  

Productosde Pesticidas

aprobados por pero no

necesariamente utilizados por

los aplicadores con licensia que

laboran directamentpara las

Escuelas del Condado dePrince

George:

1—Abamectin B1 (Avert PT300

and PT310)

2—Bedlam bedbug —

bicyloheptene dicarboximide

3—Bendiocarb (Ficam Dust)

4—Brodifacoum (Talon G

Pelets para ratas, rodenticida

exterior)

5—Cholecalciferol (Quintox,

rodenticide exterior)

6—Fipronil (Max Force

Estaciones de Cebo or

bandejas)

7—Fipronil (Termidor, para el

tratamiento de comején en

areas exteriorese interiores.

8—Trampaspara insectos

voladores (Trampas o frascos

pegajosos no-tóxico)

9—Gentrol IGR-Hydroprene

10—Glyphosate (Round-up,

mata maleza)

11—Gourmentestación de

cebo para hormigas—Disodium  



 

 

Baylor, Oficial del Medio Ambiente o persona encargada

del Medio Ambiente, 13300 Old Marlboro Pike, Upper

Marlboro, MD. También puede llamar a (301) 952-6760.

Esta oficina mantiene copias de los etiquetas y las hojas

con la información del material de seguridad de cada

pesticide que puedaser revisada. Tambié puedereferirse

al libro que contiene el IPM que esta ubicado enla oficina

principal de las escuelas para más información con respect

al Programa Integrado de Manejo de Pestes.
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—- . SAFETY WITH REGARDSTO USE OF Procedure No.
PS APPLIANCESIN CLASSROOMS AND
“enc FIRE SAFE FURNITURE ____August

23,2019

Date 

 

IL

TIL

VI.

VIL.

VIUL

PURPOSE: To develop procedures for the enforcement of individual classrooms free of
appliances and the utilization offire safe furniture and furnishings.

BACKGROUND: Microwaves, coffee makers and refrigerators, when left plugged in, increase
the potential for fires. Cooking in the classroom also increases the chances ofrodents andpests in
the classroom dueto the presence of food sources. For fire prevention purposes, all classroom
furniture and rugs must contain the Underwriters Laboratories, Inc. (UL) product certification tag

and all curtains must comply with NEFA 701.

POLICY: PGCPSis committed to providing accident-free school environmentby identifying

and eliminating recognized safety hazards. This requires on-going evaluation of current safety
conditions in the schools. (Policy 2801)

PROCEDURES:

A. An inspection shall occur quarterly by the principal and building supervisor
to promote a healthy classroom environment.

B. The principal of the school shall deny the use of microwaves, coffee
makers, and refrigerators in all individual teachers’ classrooms.

C. A microwave, coffee maker, and refrigerator shall be provided for teacher
use in designated teacherareas.

D. All furniture, rugs and curtains shall be approved by the principal prior to being
placed in the classroom.

MONITORING AND COMPLIANCE:

All principals will submit the results of the classroom inspections to the Safety and Security

Services Department which will be responsible for monitoring the results. The Safety and

Security Services Department will conduct annual inspections of schools to ensure
compliance with this procedure.

RELATED PROCEDURES: Administrative Procedure 2512.1 — Attention to Fire and
Safety Inspections and Administrative Procedure 2805.6 — Safety Inspection.

MAINTENANCE AND UPDATE OF THESE PROCEDURES:These procedures

originate with the Department of Plant Operations and will be updated as needed.

CANCELLATIONS AND SUPERSEDURES: This procedure cancels and supersedes

PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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the version dated January 1, 2009.

IX. EFFECTIVE DATE: August 23, 2019

Distribution: Lists 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 10, 11, and 12

PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS



(3 Prince Georges County Public Schools
Departmentof Plant Operations

13300 Old Marlboro Pike « Upper Marlboro, Maryland 20772

SPECIAL MEMORANDUM
PEST CONTROL PROCEDURES

Our school system continues to conduct pest control practices according to MarylandState law, specifically by following Integrated Pest Management (IPM) guidelines. IPMrestricts the use of chemical pesticides to control insects or rodents by prescribing the use ofnon-toxic, common sense means and methods.

IPM is based onthefactthat insects and rodents will not stay where they do not haveaccess to food, water or harborage. Additionally, one “best practice”is to prohibit theiraccess into our buildings by ensuring that doors have rodent-proofing strips, exterior cracksand/or holesare filled, window or doorscreens are in good repair, and grounds (especially thedumpsterareas) are kept free from litter.

It is our common goal toprovide learning environments for students, staff, andvisitors that are free from pests or pesticides. ‘To attain and maintain this goal, all building_ occupants must contribute to the pest control effort — not by using pesticides but by doingtheir part to keep the areas they use clean and tidy. We cannot control pests by leaving thejob to pest technicians or custodians.

 

As an example, those whousecoffee pots, refrigerators, toasters, microwaves, and thelike are-responsible for keeping these appliances and the surroundingarea clean, onacontinuing basis. Dishes, cups, saucers, plates, etc. should be washed immediately after useby those who used them. Whereverstudents are permitted to eat or drink, they should useappropriate maners,practices, and receptacles. Any type of foodstuffkept anywherein thebuilding must be contained in airtight, preferably metal cans, such as a coffee can. Vendorsshould be held responsible for cleaning their food or beverage machines on a regular. schedule. Storage rooms andall areas must be kept clean and tidy, and all clutter must beremoved from the building.

Pest control will not be effective if all building occupants do not do theirpart. Pesttechnicians and custodians cannot be successful unless students, teachers, other staff and -visitors do their part. With cooperation and collaboration from all involvedour schools willprovide inviting learning environments for students and staff.

O _ JLG:phb

(de) Board of Education of Prince George's County, Maryland





PRINCEGEORGE'S COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Upper Marlboro, Maryland 20772

Department of Plant Operations

INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT ** SPECIAL NOTICE

This special notice shall serve as an overview of Integrated Pest Management
procedures and a general guide (notall inclusive) ofwhat to expect when a pest controller
responds to a reported pest problem.

Pest Controllers will:

1. Identify the pest which helps determine the best course ofaction.

2. Find the cause of infestation (food, water), or access permitting infestation.

3. Correct or remove the cause, or seal access to stop infestation.

4. Seal, caulk or use other meansto stop access (instruct building custodian to
accomplish same or submit maintenance work order).

S. Place non-toxic monitors; explain responsibilities ofbuilding personnel such as
cleaning, removing clutter and boxes, remove food,etc.

6. Write complete report on requestticket -- including level of infestation and need
for work order, if required.

7. Use non-toxic bait and additional monitors ifmonitors indicate infestation remains
"heavy; re-inspect area to identify cause.

8. Request approval for use ofleast toxic aerosolif all ofthe above procedures prove
ineffective; application will be after school hours, with area posted.

9. Request emergency approval of aerosol application if condition is severe.

10. — Ifnot an emergency, prior to an aerosol application, school system personnel
responsible for the building will be notified; the areas involved must be vacant and
remain vacant overnight and the area must be posted with the appropriate school
system sign at all entrances to the area. These signs shall not be removed until the
next school day. (Lock thetreated area if possible.)

Do not hesitate to call Plant Operations at 301-952-6550 with any questions or
concerns.
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PRINCE GEORGES COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Upper Marlboro, Maryland

DEPARTMENT OF PLANT OPERATIONS

«Date»

NOTIFICATION OF EMERGENCY
PESTICIDE OR HERBICIDE APPLICATION

Parents, Guardians, and Staff:

Prince George’s County Public School System controls unwanted insects, rodents, and weeds using an

Integrated Pest Management (IPM) program approved by the Maryland State Department of Agriculture. IPM is

followed as part of our continuing commitment to provide healthy learning environments for students and staff.

Integrated pest managementproceduressuch as inspections and monitoring are used to determine when chemicals

are needed and to identify conditions contributing to pest problems. One or more non-toxic pest control methods

may be used suchas increased sanitation, minor structural repair, insect monitors and traps, and occupant

education and involvement. Least toxic chemicals are approved for use only after documentation indicates that

non-toxic means and methods have not been successful and an unacceptable level of infestation remains.

State law requires notification of parents, guardians, and staff at public secondary schools who requested
notification and all elementary schools withintwenty-four hours after the emergency applicationofpesticides.

Prince George’s County Public Schools is also notifying after emergency applications of exterior pesticides or

herbicides. Notices will be posted at the time and location of emergency applications.

The following application was madeat:

School or Building: «Schoob>

Room or Area: «Area»

Date: «ApDate» Time: «Time» TypeofPest: «Pest»

Pesticide/Herbicide: «Pesticide»

Reason for Application: «Reason»

This application was madeafter school and the area remained vacant overnight. Thefollowing
information regardingpotential adverse effects was taken from the material safety data sheet (MSDS)

for thepesticide to be applied:

«MSDSinfo»

_«MESDSinfo2»
«MSDSinfo3» tt

The Office ofPesticide Programs of the United States Environmental Protection Agency has stated.

“Wherepossible, persons who potentially are more sensitive, such as pregnant women and infants (less than two

years old), should avoid any unnecessary pesticide exposure. ”

Questions regarding IPM or requests for Material Safety Data Sheets may be directed to the Department
ofPlant Operations, at 301-952-6550.

G:\Operations\Supervisorudy\docs\IPM Emergency Notifiction\IPM Emergency Notification of Appl.doc



Prince George’s County Public Schools

Upper Marlboro, Maryland 20772

 

PESTICIDE NOTIFICATIONLIST

Please list any middle or high school student, or any staffmember, who wishes to be notified of
any interior or exterior pesticide application made in your building or on the exterior grounds
during the school year.

. Name: . Name:

Address: Address:

Telephone: Telephone:

. Name: . Name:

Address: Address:

O Telephone: Telephone:

. Name: . Name:

Address: Address:

Telephone: Telephone:

. Name: . Name:

Address: Address:

Telephone: Telephone:

. Name: 10. Name:

Address: Address:

Telephone: Telephone:

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS UPPER MARTRORO, MARYLAND 20772
DEPARTMENT OF PLANT OPERATIONS

O FOR ALL BUILDING OCCUPANTS

TERMITE FACTS
Termites swarm for several days during warm weather.

Follow these instructions to immediately control the problem

without using chemicals, waiting for a pest technician, or

interrupting the learning process.

Termites are harmless - they

do notbite, sting, carry germs ordisease.

They cannot be transported hometo start an infestation.

Swarms do not always indicate the location of an infestation.

O Pesticides are not used for swarming termites. New swarmers
~ may reappearfor several days.

Knock downthe swarm with water; clean the area to remove.
Markthe site of entry and block with caulk or tape.

Save a sampleinsectfor identification by pest technician.
Swarmers maybeflying ants, not termites.

If swarmersare not controlled with water students may haveto
be relocated for several days.

Remain calm,follow these guidelines, and continue the

education of our children.

Call Plant Operations to report location of suspected termites.

Use ofpesticides/herbicides by anyone other than a system and State
approved, licensed applicatoris strictlyprohibited andpunishable by law.

 

For more information refer to Administrative Procedure 3522.1 and/or Bulletin B-17-97.
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PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
O) Upper Marlboro, Maryland 20772

- DEPARTMENT OF PLANT OPERATIONS

Integrated Pest Management

FLYING STINGING INSECTS

Asschool begins again, so will a new season offlying stinging insects. These
insects can become problematic for schools and offices. Following thesetips to
help protect students and staff from these unwantedpests.

Dumpsters must be thoroughly hosed down every night.

 

2. Keep dumpsters closed when not loading trash, and keep all trash
inside dumpster.

3. Do not permit students or staff to stand or play in dumpster area.

4. Place bee jar--with a small amount of orange juice--where beesare
seen.

Empty and reuse bee jar often. Bee jars may be purchased or made.

Develop the habit of looking for nests daily. They can be knocked
down easily when small.

7. Aerosols cannot be used to eliminate flying insects. The nest must be
located and destroyed.

8. Ask your pest technician for more helpfulhints.

 



 

@PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOL

ote

Upper Marlboro, Maryland

DEPARTMENTOF PLANT OPERATIONS

INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT PROGRAM OVERVIEW
This overview ofour Integrated Pest Management(IPM) program is a general guide (notallinclusive) ofwhat to expect when a pest controller conducts an inspection or respondsto areported pest problem. Buildings are scheduled for monthly inspections; however, you may
contact Plant Operations, 301-952-6550, with questions or concerns at any time.

MarylandState lawprohibitspossession oruse ofpesticides onpublic school
property by anyone other than a State licensedpesttechnicia;punishable by
fines up to $25,000.

Pest Technicians will:

1. Identify the pest to determine the appropriate course ofaction,
2. Find the causeofthe infestation, such as food, water, access, clutter or structural oedeficiencies. :

3. . Takeordirect appropriate actiontoreduceinfestation,i.e. seal, caulk, or use other means toblock access into or throughout building. Action to be accomplished by custodian orinaintenance, ifwork order is required,

4. Place non-toxic monitors; explain responsibilities for required action, such as cleaning,removing clutter/boxes, removing food, etc. Everyoneis responsible for keeping theirpersonalspaceor the area where they consumefood or drink clean, neat, aridtidy.Microwaves, refrigerators, dishes,sinks,etc., as in teachers lounges, should be cleanedimmediately after each use by the person who uses the area. ‘Administrative offices,closets, classrooms, etc., should be-kept clean, neat, andtidy by those individuals who usethem, includingstudents. Nothing should be stored on floor; shelves should be provided tokeep all boxes offfloor by six inches to permit thorough cleaning,
5, Allfindings will bewritten on the IPM report form -- including the level and typeof“infestation, cause, and corrective action required.
6. Use ofnon-toxic bait maybe approved ifmonitors indicate infestation remains heavy afterOther methodsfail. Reinspection will be doneto ensure corrective actions have been taken.
7. Pest technician will request approyal for aerosol use ifthe above procedures proveineffective or ifstudents orstaffare in immediate danger. Pesticides will be used afterschool hours, when thearea is vacant, will remain vacant, is posted, and notificationcompleted. 1 o o :8. Principals or building administrators will be provided with a copy ofthe appropriate-parental/stafi/studentnotification. Notifications must be provided for each child/parent andstaff at elementary or special centers. At secondary schools and offices, only thoseindividuals who requested to be notified must be provided with the form (see UniversalNotification), . o -



_ PRINCE GEORGE'*S COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
UPPER MARLBORO, MARYLAND 20772

DEPARTMENT OF PLANT OPERATIONS

INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT

PLEASE POST

_ FOR

‘ALL CUSTODIANS

e CUSTODIANS SHOULD TAKE THE FOLLOWING STEPS

BEFORE CALLING PLANTOPERATIONS TO REQUEST

PEST CONTROLLERVISIT

Afterfinding an insect problem other than roaches...

TAKE ASAMPLE |

? «VACUUM OR CLEAN TO REMOVE

al“FIND ENTRY SITE OR CAUSE OF INFESTATION

oBLOCK ENTRY OR REMOVE CAUSEIF POSSIBLE

OFNECESSARY, CREATE WORKORDER
|__| AND CALL MAINTENANCE — 



7 PrinceGeorge’s County Public Schools
Department of Plant Operations

13300 Old Marlboro Pike * Upper Marlboro, Maryland 20772

KITCHEN AND CAFETERIA SANITATION GUIDELINES

These guidelines from Operations are provided to remind school-based personnelofbasic daily
sanitation measures to reduce pest populations. Principals are requested to share this information will
ALLstaff to ensure compliance with school systemand health department requirements.

Loading docks mustbe clear of debris and washed, and dumpster lids must notbe left open.

Empty cartons upon delivery, break down, and remove cartons from building. (Roaches live and
breed in cardboard boxes and paper bags.)

Do notstore items on floor or against walls. There must bespace to clean behind and underall items.

All clutter must be removed from buildng, such as non-working, non-used equipment, furniture,files,
etc. (Warehouse truck may be required). ,

Can washroom and custodial closets must be clean and not used for general storage or clutter.

Submit work orderfor all loose floortiles.

Doors mustself-close tightly. One-quarter inch openings or larger must be sealed. (Work order
required.)

Door sweeps must beonall exterior doors to block access to building. (Work orderrequired.)

Cove base molding mustbe tight to wall or removed. (Work order may be required.)

Storage rooms mustbe accessible to custodians and cleanable. Do not store clutter or debris.

Check under shelves daily. The area must be clean and free of cob webs, mouse droppings, dead
insects, etc.

Caulkaround bulletin‘boards on walls, clocks, electrical panels, windows, and pipes.

Pipes or conduits that go through ceilings or walls must be caulked.

Univent and water fountainBanels must be removed, vacuumed, and replaced.

Vending machines must be kept clean inside and moved from walls to clean behind and under.

All interior and exterior holes larger than one-quarter inch mustbesealed. (Work order may be
required.)

Mouse droppings must be removed each morning, especially from behind equipmentand along floor
and wall juncture.

Place sticky traps to monitor insects or where there is evidence ofmice.

Floor and wall juncture and corners must be swept daily by food service personnel and mopped by
custodial personnelto be free from dirt, wax buildup, and deadinsects.



 

Department of Plant Operations
13300 Old Marlboro Pike * Upper Marlboro, Maryland 20772

(q@ - PrinceGeorges County Public Schools

KITCHEN CLEANING

The following instructions shall be followed by all building supervisors to

- ensure thorough cleaning of the kitchen immediately after the end of summer

school programs with food service. If there is no use of the kitchen during

summer, complete thorough cleaning immediately after the close of school.

This will allow our pest technicians to inspect the kitchens to ensure insect or

rodent infestations do not occur over the summer months.

High cleaning walls

Light fixtures & lights

Change badceilingtiles

Ceiling vents, exhaust fans

Doorjams

Storage room — especially door jams

Venetian blinds, windows, andsills ©

Hood, hoodfilter and lights

Baseboards
Wall and floor junction especially under equipment

Lavatories
Floor drain — open, clean and leave open

Grease trap
Floors t

Prepare maintenance work-orders as needed.

Call your Chief Building Supervisor to report when completed. This should be

completed prior to June 30 or at the end of any food service summerprogram.

(de) Board of Education of Prince George's County, Maryland
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Integrated Pest Management Plan - Page 1 

INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT (IPM) PLAN FOR 
QUEEN ANNE’S COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

School Pest Management Policy Statement 
Structural pests, i.e. insects and rodents, carry diseases, contaminate food and food preparation 
areas and can cause structural damage thus posing significant problems to people, property, and 
the environment.  Pest control in the school environment must protect the health and safety of the 
children and staff, minimize pest damage to structures and personal property, improve the quality 
of the educational environment by avoiding annoyance and disruption of work and learning 
caused by insects, rodents and other pests.  It is therefore the policy of the Queen Anne’s County 
Public Schools to adopt Integrated Pest Management for control of structural pests. 

Roles and Responsibilities 
The IPM program will require the assistance and cooperation of the administration, staff and 
students.  The Queen Anne’s County Public Schools has established Mr. James O’Donnell, 
Board of Education Queen Anne’s County, 202 Chesterfield Avenue, Centreville, Maryland 
21617 as a Contact Person to serve as a liaison between the administration and pest control 
program in order to provide oversight, consistency in the pest control program and ensure the 
provisions of IPM system are fulfilled.  Mr. O’Donnell will advise the administration, staff, 
parents and guardians and students as necessary of IPM program changes and new laws and 
regulations affecting the IPM system. 

Students and staff will comply with the provisions of the IPM system by ensuring that areas 
requiring maintenance or repair, sanitation problems and pest problems or sightings are 
documented.  Students and staff need to ensure good sanitation practices are followed. 

Pests 
Pests are populations of living organisms (insects, animals, plants, or microorganisms) that 
interfere with the use of the school site for human purposes.  Strategies for managing pest 
populations will be influenced by the pest species and whether that species poses a threat to 
people, property, or the environment.  IPM relies on the coordinated use of pest and 
environmental information and the pest available pest management methods to prevent 
unacceptable levels of pest damage by the most economical means and with the least possible 
hazard to students, staff, property and the environment.  Long-term control of pests is achieved 
by using information about the biology and habits of the pest and its interaction with its 
surroundings. 

Pest Management 
The Integrated Pest Management plan will be developed for the School District as required by 
the Maryland’s Regulations pertaining to Integrated Pest Management and Notification of 
Pesticide Use in a Public School.  Approved pest management plans will be developed for the 
site and will include any proposed pest management measures. 
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Pests will be managed to: 
 

• Reduce any potential human health hazard or to protect against a significant threat to 
public safety. 

• Prevent loss or damage to school structures or property and prevent a reoccurrence of the 
problem. 

• Prevent pests from spreading into community, or areas beyond the site. 
• Improve the quality of the educational environment, for students, staff and the public. 

 
Integrated Pest Management Procedures 
IPM procedures will determine when to control pests and identify conditions contributing to pest 
problems through the use of monitoring and thorough inspections conducted at regular intervals.  
Problem areas will be identified where alternative pest control technologies can be incorporated 
in order to eliminate routine pesticide applications.  The necessity for pest control, if warranted, 
will be evaluated based on information obtained from inspections and monitoring.  These actions 
will be based on action threshold levels that will be established based on the site and pest.  When 
pest control procedures are warranted, the utilization of one or more pest control methods 
including sanitation, structural repair, nonchemical methods and pesticides will be used. 
 
IPM practices will depend on current, comprehensive information on the pest and its 
environment and the best available pest control methods.  By applying IPM principles, 
unacceptable levels of pest activity and damage will be prevented by the most economical means 
while minimizing the risk to human health and the environment associated with pesticide 
applications. 
 
The choice of using pesticides will be based on a review of all other available options and a 
determination that these options are unreasonable to have been exhausted, in order to minimize 
the use of pesticides.  Cost or staffing considerations alone will not be adequate justification for 
the use of pesticides, and selected non-chemical pest management methods will be implemented 
whenever possible to provide the desired control.  It is the policy of this School District/Board of 
Education to utilize IPM principles to manage pest populations adequately.  The full range of 
pest control alternatives will be considered. 
 
When it is determined that a pesticide must be used in order to meet vital pest management 
goals, the least hazardous pesticide will be selected.  The application of such pesticides are 
subject to the School District’s/Board of Education’s policies and procedures and all applicable 
state, federal and local regulations including the Maryland Pesticide Applicators Law and 
Regulations, and the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act. 
 
Record Keeping 
Records will be established and maintained by the certified pest control specialist with assistance 
from the school secretary for maintaining notification records. The records will include: 
• A copy of the Pest Management Plan 
• A copy of the current EPA registered label and the current MSDS for each pesticide 

product used on the school property. 
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• IPM service report sheets which record the type and number of pests or other indicators 
of pest population levels revealed by the monitoring program for the site. 

• Pest control procedures 
• Application records 
• Documentation of notices  
 
Records of pesticide use shall be provided to the school by the licensee, permit holder or 
certified applicator at the time of the pesticide application and will be maintained for 2 years.  
Records must be current and accurate.  In addition, pest surveillance data sheets that record the 
number of pests or other indicators of pest populations are to be maintained to verify the need for 
treatments.  Documentation of communications to students and staff regarding IPM and pesticide 
use will be maintained by the Contact Person. 
 
Pesticide Applications 
Pesticides may be used after it is determined that non-toxic options are unreasonable or have 
been exhausted.  The least hazardous pesticide will be selected and the method and time of 
application will be based on the goal to minimize the potential for exposure of students and staff 
to the pesticide.  Pesticide applications made on school property will be conducted by an 
individual certified as a pest control applicator or by a registered employee working under the 
supervision of a certified applicator.  Applicators must be trained in the principles and practices 
of IPM and the use of pesticides.  They must follow state and federal pesticide regulations and 
label precautions and comply with this School District’s IPM Policy and Plan. 
 
Education 
Staff, students, pest managers, and the public will be educated about potential school pest 
problems and the IPM policies and procedures to be used to achieve the desired pest 
management objectives and will be informed of their role in meeting these objectives. 
 
Program Evaluation 
An annual review of the IPM system will be conducted to determine the effective ness of the 
program and program objectives have been achieved.  This will include the review of inspection 
reports, sanitation reports, and other records to establish current conditions, progress of the 
program against pest problems and conditions, effectiveness of action thresholds, and to identify 
problem areas in the IPM system that may need to be modified or changed. 
 
Notification 
The School District will notify the school staff, students, parents and guardians prior to pesticide 
applications made in school buildings in accordance with Maryland regulations.  Notices will be 
posted in designated areas at schools and sent home to parents/guardians of all students. 
 
Copies of materials safety data sheets (MSDS) and product labels for each pesticide and bait 
station used on school property is maintained by the contact person. Persons wishing to review 
this information should contact Supporting Services to arrange an appointment. For additional 
information about the Integrated Pest Management Program, please contact 410-758-2403 x 140. 
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IPM STRATEGIES FOR OUTDOORS 
TYPICAL PESTS 

 
Mice and rats. Turf pests-broad-leaf and grassy weeds, insects such as beetle grubs or sod 
webworms, diseases such as brown patch, vertebrates such as moles. Ornamental plant pests-
plant diseases and insects such as aphids, Japanese beetles, and bag worms. 
 
PLAYGROUNDS, PARKING LOTS, ATHLETIC FIELDS, LOADING DOCKS and 
REFUSE DUMPSTERS 
 
• Regularly clean trash containers and gutters and remove all waste, especially food and 

paper debris. 
• Secure lids on trash containers. 
• Repair cracks in pavement and sidewalks in a timely manner. 
• Provide adequate drainage away from the structure and on the grounds. 
  
TURF (lawns, athletic fields, and playgrounds) 
• Maintain healthy turf by selecting a mixture of turf types (certified seed, sod, or plugs) 

best adapted for the area. 
• Raise mowing height for turn to enhance its competition with weeds; adjust cutting 

height of mower, depending on the grass type; sharpen mower blades; and vary mowing 
patterns to help reduce soil compaction. 

• Provide good drainage and periodically inspect turf for evidence of pests or diseases. 
Allow grass clippings to remain in the turf. 

• Have soil tested by Certified Person to determine pH and fertilizer requirements. 
• Time fertilizer application appropriately because excessive fertilizer can cause additional 

problems, including week and disease outbreaks. Apply lime if necessary. Use aeration to 
place soil on top of thatch so that microbes from soil can decompose thatch. 

• Seed over existing turf in fall and early spring. 
  
ORNAMENTAL SHRUBS AND TREES 
• Apply fertilizer and nutrients to annuals and perennials during active growth and to 

Shrubs and trees during dormant season or early in the growing season. 
• If using a fertilizer, use the correct one at the suitable time, water properly and reduce 

compaction. 
• Prune branches to improve plants and prevent access by pests to structures. 
• Select replacement plant material from among the many disease-resistant types being 

developed by plant breeders throughout the country. 
• Correctly identify the pest in question. When in doubt, send several specimens to your 

local Cooperative Extension Service. Once the pest is identified, recommendations can be 
made. 

• Remove susceptible plants if a plant disease recurs and requires too many resources, such 
as time, energy, personnel, or money. Some ornamental plants, trees and turf are so 
susceptible to plant diseases that efforts to keep them healthy may be useless. 
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USE OF PESTICIDES 
 
Due to their potentially toxic nature, pesticides will be applied by qualified applicators in a 
manner to ensure maximum efficiency with minimal hazard. Pesticides should be applied only 
when occupants are not present in areas there they may be exposed to materials applied. 
• The posting of a sign indicating the application of pesticides will conform to Maryland 

Department of Agriculture 15.05.01.15 regulations. 
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ADDENDUM  
TO THE  

INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT PLAN (IPM) 
 FOR QUEEN ANNE’S COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

March 15, 2018 

Exterior spray records performed by the Department of Parks & Recreation will all be 
maintained at the Board of Education Office.  Contact Supporting Services Department at the 
Board of Education Queen Anne’s County if you wish to review these records.  Contact number 
410.758.2403 x 140. 
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Governor’s Pesticide Council 

Policy Statement 

Integrated Pest Management in Schools 

Integrated Pest Management (IPM) is a decision making process to manage pest problems  

utilizing site or pest inspections, population monitoring, evaluations of need for control, and use of 

one or more of a variety of control methods, such as sanitation, exclusion, cultural (resistant varieties 

of plants), biological agents or pesticides, with the goal of minimizing the use of pesticides in[ or on 

school grounds.] 

Pesticides are applied in schools or on school grounds as a means of reducing pest problems, 

such as cockroaches, mice, ants, bees, weeds, etc.  The traditional method of controlling pests often 

has been to apply an insecticide or rodenticide as a general treatment throughout an entire school, 

whether pests are known to be present or not.  The practice of routinely using pesticides in areas 

where children learn, eat, and play has raised public concern as to whether this is the best approach to 

controlling pests in schools. 

Integrated pest management (IPM) has been used very effectively in sensitive areas where 

control of pests is needed and the general application of pesticides is undesirable, e.g., office 

buildings, hospitals, research facilities, and schools.  Schools that have implemented IPM programs 

have reported an improvement in the control of pests along with a reduction in the use of pesticides. 

IPM is the best alternative to traditional pesticide-based pest control services.  It provides effective 

control of insects, rodents, and other pests while protecting the safety and health of children and 

preserving the environment.  Therefore, Somerset County Board of Education adopts the following 

policy: 

“Pest control in schools must protect the health and safety of children and 

Staff, minimize damage to structures and personal property, and improve the 

quality of the education environment by avoiding the annoyance or disruption 

of work and learning that can be caused by insects, rodents or other pests. 

To meet these goals, the Governor’s Pesticide council recommends that 

public school facilities adopt and implement an integrated pest management 

(IPM) strategy to control pests in schools or on school grounds. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

 

 A. Overview 

 

  Integrated Pest Management (IMP) is an effective and environmentally sensitive 

  approach to pest management that relies on a combination of common sense 

  practices.  IPM programs use current, comprehensive information on the life cycles 

  of pests and their interactions with the environment.  This information, in  

  combination with available pest control methods, is used to manage pest damage 

  by the most economical means, and with the least possible hazard to people, 

  property and the environment. 

 

  To improve the level of pest control and to minimize the potential exposure of 

  school children to pesticides, The Somerset County Board of Education has adopted 

  an integrated pest management approach to pest control. 

 

  Integrated pest management strategies limit pest problems without applying 

  pesticides on a regular basis.  IPM uses regular inspections to determine if and 

  when treatment is necessary, and then employs a variety of environmentally sound 

techniques to limit pests over the long term.  The goal of IPM is to keep pest 

  numbers low enough to make them essentially non-detectable.  Pesticides, if and 

  when applied, are applied according to need and not according to a regular schedule. 

 

A.  Policy Statement 

  

  1.  Integrated Pest Management Procedures 

    

   IPM procedures will determine when to control pests and whether to use 

   mechanical, physical, chemical, cultural, or biological means.  Applying IPM 

   principles prevents unacceptable levels of pest activity and damage.  The 

   choice of using a pesticide will be based on a review of all other available 

   options and a determination that these options are not acceptable or are not 

   feasible.  Cost or staffing considerations alone will not be adequate 

   justification for use of chemical control agents, and selected non-chemical 

   pest management methods will be implemented when ever possible to 

   provide the desired control. It is the policy of the Somerset County Board of 

   Education to utilize IPM principles to manage pest populations adequately. 

   The full range of alternatives, including no action will be considered. 
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   When it is determined that a pesticide must be used in order to meet important 

   management goals, the least hazardous material will be chosen.  The  

   application of pesticides is subject to a number of Federal, State, and local 

   regulations.  They are the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act 

 

   (7 United States Code 136 et seq.), the Environmental Protection Agency 

   Regulations in Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations, The Occupational 

Safety and Health Administration Regulations, Maryland Department of 

Agriculture Pesticide Applicators Laws and Regulations, Code of Maryland  

   Regulations (COMAR) Title 15, Subtitle 05, Chapter 01 and Chapter 02, as 

   well as the Somerset County Board of Education policies and procedures as  

   specified in this program. 

 

  2.   Education 

    

   The Somerset County Board of Education will endeavor to educate staff, 

   students, pest managers and the public about potential pest problems on school 

   property and the IPM policies and procedures to be used to achieve the 

   desired pest management objectives. 

 

   Record Keeping 

 

 Records of pesticide use are maintained at each facility or school to 

meet the requirements of the state regulatory agency.  Duplicate copies are also 

available from the Facilities Department of the Board of Education Central 

Office.  Records must be current and accurate if IPM is to work.  In addition, 

pest surveillance data sheets that record the number of pests or other indicators 

of pest populations shall be maintained to verify the need for treatments. 

 

   Notification 

 

In accordance with state law, the Board of Education has taken on the 

responsibility of notification to the school staff, parents/guardians and students 

of upcoming pesticide treatments.  Notification policies are different for 

Elementary schools and Middle/High schools and can be found later in this 

program in the Attachments section.  Generally, notices will be posted in 

designated areas at school and in some cases may be sent home to parents who 

wish to be informed in advance of pesticide applications.  (Please refer to the 

Notifications Section for more details.)    
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II. DEFINITION OF TERMS

Action threshold - The level of infestation at which action must be taken to control 

the infestation. 

Active monitoring - Regularly scheduled visual inspections of all buildings and 

grounds to assess pest populations.  

Bait Station - Containers enclosing an insecticide or rodenticide bait. 

Beneficial organisms - A plant, animal or microbe (often a parasite, pathogen or predator of 

insects) that has a direct or indirect negative effect on pest populations.  

Biological control agent - Any biological agent that adversely affects pest species. 

Botanical pesticide - A pesticide produced from naturally occurring chemicals found in some 

plants. Examples are nicotine, pyrethrum, strychnine and rotenone.  

Broad-spectrum insecticides - Non-selective, having about the same toxicity to most insects. 

Certified application - Commercial applicator or public agency applicator certified by the 
Maryland Department of Agriculture to apply restricted use pesticides as defined by the EPA. 

Chemical name - Scientific name of the active ingredients found in a formulated pesticide. 
The name is derived from the chemical structure of the active ingredient. 

Common name - Name given to pesticide’s active ingredient by a recognized committee on 
pesticide nomenclature.  An active ingredient only has 1 recognized common name. 

Crack & Crevice treatment - Pesticide application method in which small quantities, if 
possible, are placed into cracks, crevices and other small openings where cockroaches and 
other pests hide. 

Ecosystem - The interacting system of all the living organisms of an area and their nonliving 
environment. 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) - The Federal agency responsible for pesticide rules 
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and regulations, and all pesticide registrations. 

EPA Registration Number - A number assigned to a pesticide product by EPA when the 
product is registered by the manufacturer or his designated agent. The number must appear on 
all labels for a particular product.  
FEPCA - The Federal Environmental Pesticide Control Act of 1972 

FIFRA - The Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act of 1974  

Foaming agent - A chemical which causes a pesticide preparation to produce a thick foam. 

Fog treatment - The application of a pesticide as a fine mist for the control of pests. 

Fungicide - A chemical that kills fungi.  

General-use pesticide - A pesticide which can be purchased and used by the general public 

without undue hazard to the applicator and environment as long as the instructions on the 

label are followed carefully.  

Growth regulator - Organic substance effective in minute amounts for controlling or 

modifying (plant or insect) growth processes.  

Inert ingredients - The inactive materials in a pesticide formulation, which would not destroy 

pests if used alone.  

Ingredient statement - That portion of the label on a pesticide container which gives the name 

and amount of each active ingredient and the total amount of inert ingredients in the 

formulation.  

Insect growth regulator (IGR) - Chemical substance which disrupts the action of insect 

hormones controlling molting, maturity from pupal state to adult, and other life processes. 

Key locations - Areas where there are chronic or more severe problems with pests. 

Key pests - Pests that recur regularly in densities that warrant control.  

Label - All printed material attached to or part of the container.  

Labeling - Supplemental pesticide information which complements the information on the 
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label, but is not necessarily attached to or part of the container.  

 

 Mildew - Fungus growth on a surface.  

 

 Monitoring - The regularly conducted diagnosis and recording of pest activities, population 

levels or levels of damage to any resource. 

 

 Pesticide - Defined in most State and Federal laws as any substance used for controlling, 

preventing, destroying, repelling, or mitigating any pest.  

 

 Poison- Any chemical or agent that can cause illness or death when eaten, absorbed through 

the skin, or inhaled by humans or animals.  
 

 Poison Control Center - Information source for human poisoning cases, including pesticides, 
usually located at major hospitals.  

 

 ppb - Parts per billion is the number of parts of toxicant per billion parts of the substance in 

question. They may include residues in soil, water or whole animals.  

 
 ppm - parts per million is the number of parts of toxicant per million parts of the substance in 

question.  
 
 Protective clothing - Clothing to be worn under certain conditions as required by federal law.  
 

 Registered pesticides - Pesticide products which have been approved by the Environmental 

Protection Agency for the uses listed on the label.  

 
 Repellent (insects) - Substance used to repel ticks, chiggers, gnats, flies, mosquitoes, and 

fleas.  
 
 Resistance (insecticide) - Natural or genetic ability of an organism to tolerate the poisonous 

effects of a toxicant.  
 
 Restricted-use pesticide - One of several pesticides designated by the EPA that can be applied 

only by certified applicators, because of their inherent toxicity or potential hazard to the 

environment.  

 

 Rodenticide - Pesticide applied as a bait, dust, or fumigant to destroy or repel rodents.  

 

Signal word - A required word which appears on every pesticide label to denote the relative 

toxicity of the product. The signal words are either "Danger-poison" for highly toxic 

compounds, "Warning" for moderately toxic, or "Caution" for slightly toxic.  
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Spot treatment - Application of a pesticide to localized or restricted areas as differentiated 

from overall, broadcast, or complete coverage.  

Sticky cards - A passive monitoring tool that consists of a colored piece of material (often yellow 

cardboard) covered with a tacky substance that insects will stick to.  

Structural pests - Pests which attach and destroy buildings and other structures, clothing, 

stored food, and manufactured and processed goods. Examples: Termites, cockroaches, 

clothes moths, rats and dry-rot fungi.  

Target - The plants, animals, structures, areas, or pests to be treated with a pesticide 

application.  

Toxic - Poisonous to living organisms. 

Trade name (Trademark name, Proprietary name, brand name) - Name given a product by its 

manufacturer or formulator, distinguishing it as being produced or sold exclusively by that 

company.  

Vermin - Pests, usually rats, mice or insects. 
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III. ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

The following persons are the ones who will interact throughout the system and will compose

the pest management team. Their effective communication is important in assuring that our 

goals of maintaining an environmentally sensitive approach to pest management are met.  

A. Decision Makers: The Decision Makers are the ones who authorize the pest management

program.  They control the monies to fund the program and direct the Management and

Administration of the schools.

Concerned with: Costs, liability, time expended, method effectiveness, safety and occupant 

satisfaction. 

Who are they?  The Somerset County Board of Education (Administration) 

 Supervisor of Operations (Contact Person) 

B. Contact Person: The contact person is responsible for the implementation of the program

and facilitates the communication between the decision makers and site workers.  The

Contact Person oversees the program and assure the program requirements are met. The

Contact Person is also available to answer questions from occupants and parents.

Concerned with: Achieving pest management objectives and with customer satisfaction. 

The Pest Control Manager is:  Michael Bartemy 

Supervisor of Transportation and Operations 

Somerset County Public Schools 

7982A Tawes Campus Drive 

Westover, Maryland 21871 

Phone: 410-651-1616 ext. 10227 

C. Occupants:  The occupants are our customers and are the ones who should cooperate with

the sanitation requirements of the school system. Their assistance with the program is also

requested by reporting any evidence of pest activity which they find.

Concerned with: Safety of pest control methods, effectiveness, possible adverse effects of any 

pesticides used. 

D. Parents: Through the assistance of the Somerset County Board of Education, our parents

will learn about our IPM practices and be able to follow them at home so as to not to allow

pests to be carried into the school.  The parents should also be aware of their child’s school

pest management practices.

Concerned with: Possible adverse effects of any pesticides used and the safety and well being 

of their children. 
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IV. PROCEDURES FOR CONDUCTING THE PEST CONTROL PROGRAM
(Including Pest Management Objectives) 

A. Procedures

Our IPM program procedures consist of various components which may not be conducted in 

any particular order, but are overlapping in nature when used as intended. They are a 

combination of practices which will help us achieve our goals for a long term pest control 

program. The main elements of our plan can be described as follows. 

Notices will be sent out in the fall of each school year informing 

parents/guardians and staff of the existence of the IPM program and describing what it 

is.  

Periodic inspections will be made to monitor pest conditions. Along with the 

inspections and monitoring elements will be the availability of open communication 

between the building occupants, the pest control manager and the contract service 

provider.  

A logbook will be maintained so as to document the communications, reports, 

and/or records of the ongoing program.  

Basic pest-prevention strategies will be undertaken as the fundamental 

concepts of our program. Such preventive measures should reduce the need for 

pesticide applications and include sanitation and structural repair and using physical 

and mechanical controls such as screens and traps.  

Our IPM program will undergo periodic review to assure that the expectations 

of the programs intent are being met. This review will allow us to see how the program 

is working on a day-to-day basis and to see if any changes are necessary. Additionally, 

a more structured review will be undertaken annually by the Facilities department 

along with our IPM service provider to assess the programs effectiveness overall and 

make any adjustments as needed.  

B. Objectives

1. Manage pests that may occur in school or on school grounds] to prevent
interference with the learning environment of the students.

2. Eliminate potential injury to students, staff and other occupants.

3. Preserve the integrity of the school building or structures and grounds.
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V. PROCEDURES FOR INSPECTIONS AND MONITORING  

 

 The regular inspection of the schools, including the grounds, is a vital part of our Integrated 

Pest Management Program.  Through these inspections we can identify pests and evaluate if 

any further action is needed.  We will use three basic components to conduct our inspections. 

   They are:  

 

 Walk-through visual inspections of all areas of the building including grounds, 

use of monitoring traps, and information from school personnel, including 

review of the logbook.  

 

 A. Visual Inspections  

 

 The contract service provider who will be conducting the periodic inspections 

at the school will be familiar with the floor plan and the entire structure. The 

inspections will be conducted in accordance with the approved action plan. Special 

attention will be paid to those areas which are more prone to pests than others.  

 

 These areas include:  

 

 Cafeterias and snack rooms 

 Food storage areas  

 Staff lounges  

 Family and consumer science rooms  

 Classrooms or labs with live animals  

 Art rooms  

 Locker rooms  

 Recycling collection points  

 Loading docks.  

 

  The following guidelines will be followed when conducting the visual inspections. 

 

1.  A bright flashlight will be used during inspections to insure all areas will be 

seen.  

 2.  Numbers and kinds of pests will be noted and areas will be marked 

on the floor plan.  

 3. Other evidence of pests will be noted also. This will include any 

 Droppings 

 Gnawing and/or tracks (from rodents) 

 Damage (such as beetle exit holes) 

 Shed insect skins 

 4.  Window sills and door jambs will be inspected 

 5.  Ceiling light fixtures will be checked 

 6.  Underneath furniture will be inspected 

 7.  Potential moisture problems will be indicated 

8.  Damaged screens, doors and walls which could allow pest entry, will be 
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noted 

9. Most importantly, any sanitation problems will be indicated

10. School grounds will be inspected for signs of pest activity.

B. Monitoring Traps

1. Sticky traps

Sticky traps are glue-covered traps which are generally used to trap 

cockroaches, but can also be used to monitor all kinds of crawling insects. Sticky traps 

will be used as a monitoring device in highly susceptible areas or other areas which 

have had reports of pest sightings. The information gained from the numbers of pests 

found will be used to determine if our action threshold has been met and what, if any, 

further action will be undertaken.  

2. Procedures for using sticky traps

a. The traps will be placed where school children are not likely to find them

and will not be placed in the open.

b. Traps will also be located so as not to be affected by routine cleaning

procedures.

c. Traps may be placed in the following areas:

Inside cabinets 

In drawers 

Under sinks and stoves 

Under furniture 

Near water or heat sources (but not directly on) 

On window ledges 

On food storage shelves 

d. Traps will be dated and their location noted on a floor plan

e. Traps will be checked at every inspection and will not be left out during

periods when maintenance will be delayed by holidays, weekends, etc.

f. Traps will be replaced whenever they have captured pests or if they become

contaminated with dust or debris.

C. Other Information

Communication between school staff and the contract service provider is a 

vital part of the IPM program record keeping. Communication may take many forms, 

such as:  

General day-to-day discussions about ways to reduce pests by improving 

housekeeping or making repairs.  
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 Answering questions about the IPM program 

 Reports of pest sightings and what action was taken will be recorded in 

the logbook 

 Written reports and recommendations 

 

 

 1. Pest Management Logbook 

 

 Each school will keep its own log book on site. The logbook shall be kept in 

the school office. The logbook will contain everything about the program, all pest 

sightings, actions taken, recommendations made and reports written. A typical log-

book will be divided into the following sections:  

 

 a. General information - This section will contain a copy of the 

Integrated Pest Management Plan for the school.  

 b.  Floor plans & map -This section will have copies of floor plans for 

the  school which would show locations of pest control devices and areas of               

particular concern.   

 c. Pest activity- The log will contain information about any pest activity 

that has been reported on school property. The log will identify the pest sighted 

(if known) or description, number of pests seen or trapped, specific locations 

and the date and time reported.  

 d. Monitoring data - The data that is collected from monitoring traps 

will be recorded in this section. Information will include trap location, date, 

pest ID and number trapped.  

 e. IPM service reports -This section will include copies of inspection 

reports which may report sanitation or structural problems that need addressing 

and any evidence of pests found during inspections.   

 f. Pesticide information - The logbook will include pesticide labels and                

material safety data sheets (MSDS) for any pesticide used at the schools.   

 g. Pesticide information - The logbook will include pesticide labels and                

material safety data sheets (MSDS) for any pesticide used at the schools.  

 h. Miscellaneous information - This section will include any 

educational information on pests or pest management, correspondence or 

special reports.  
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VI. INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES

Pest-prevention measures can be incorporated into existing structures and on school grounds. 
Such preventive measures reduce the need for pesticide applications and include sanitation 
and structural repair and employing physical and mechanical controls such as screens and 
traps. The Somerset County Board of Education will endeavor to follow these policies by 
enforcing and adhering to practices below.  

A. Entryways-(doorways, overhead doors, windows, holes in exterior walls, openings around

pipes, electrical fixtures or ducts):

Keep doors shut when not in use. 

Place weather stripping on doors. 

Caulk and seal openings in walls. 

Install or repair screens.  

Install air curtains.  

Keep vegetation, shrubs, and wood mulch at least 1 foot away from structures. 

B. Classrooms and Offices - (classrooms, laboratories, administrative offices, auditoriums,

gymnasiums and hallways):

Allow food and beverages only in designated areas.  

If indoor plants are present, keep them healthy. When small insect infestations appear, 

remove them manually.  

Keep areas as dry as possible by removing standing water and water damaged or wet 

materials.  

In the science lab, store animal foods in tightly sealed containers and regularly clean 

cages. In all areas, remove dust and debits.  

Routinely clean lockers and desks. 

Frequently vacuum carpeted areas.  

If students get head lice, consult with your local health department and have their 

parents contact a physician. Discourage students from exchanging hats or caps at 

school.  

C. Food Preparation and Service Areas - (dining room, main kitchen, teachers' lounge,

home  economics kitchen, snack area, vending machines, and food storage rooms):

Store food and waste in containers that are inaccessible to pests. Containers 

must have tight lids and be made of plastic, glass, or metal. Waste should be removed 

at the end of each day.  

Place screens on vents, windows, and floor drains to prevent cockroaches and other 

pests from using unscreened ducts or vents as pathways.  

Create inhospitable living conditions for pests by reducing availability of food  

and water - remove food debris, sweep up all crumbs, fix dripping faucets and leaks, 

and dry out wet areas.  

Improve cleaning practices, including promptly cleaning food preparation equipment 

after use and removing grease accumulation from vents, ovens, and stoves. Use caulk 
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or paint to seal cracks and crevices.  

Capture rodents by using mechanical or glue traps. (Traps will be placed in areas that 

are inaccessible to children.  Mechanical traps including glue boards, used in rodent 

control will be checked daily. Dispose of killed or trapped rodents within 24 hours.)  

D. Rooms and Areas With Extensive Plumbing - (bathrooms, rooms with sinks, locker rooms,

dishwasher rooms, home economics classrooms, science laboratories, swimming pools, and

greenhouses):

Promptly repair leaks and correct other plumbing problems to deny pests 

access to water.  

Routinely clean floor drains, strainers and grates. Seal pipe chases.  

Keep areas dry. Avoid conditions that allow formation of condensation. Areas that 

never dry out are conducive to molds and fungi. Increasing ventilation may be 

necessary.  

Store paper products or cardboard boxes away from moist areas and direct 

contact with the floor or walls. This practice also allows for ease in inspection.  

E. Maintenance Areas - (boiler room, mechanical room, janitorial-housekeeping areas, and

pipe chases):

After use, promptly clean mops and mop buckets; dry mop buckets and hang 

mops vertically on rack above floor drain.  

Allow eating only in designated eating areas.  

Clean trash cans regularly, use plastic liners in trash cans, and use secure lids.  

Keep areas clean and as dry as possible, and remove debris.  

F. Grounds - (lawns, flower beds, environmental areas, ditches, etc.)

Pickup food wrappers and drink containers to remove food sources. 

Check plants for pest activity. 

Caulk cracks and crevices permitting pest access to interior of buildings.] 

G. Pesticide Use Control Methods - Interior

Pesticide applications shall be made only to areas of known pest infestation or activity and

where alternative control measures such as traps, caulking, sealing, cleaning and disposal of

goods were not successful or are not feasible. Application of pesticides shall not occur until

each inspection has been completed. Pesticide applications which may impact the operations

or occupants of a school building or its grounds shall be permitted only during hours when the

school building is closed. A contingency plan for performing pesticide application in a school

building will be part of the Pest Management Action Plan and Service Schedule. This should

include a list of pesticide products, formulations, application methods, etc., that may be

needed in a specific school building. The threshold levels for pests at which action will be

taken will be recommended by the Contract Service Provider.
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H.  Pesticide Use Control Methods - Grounds 

 

Selected non-chemical pest management methods will be implemented whenever possible to 

provide the desired control.  The choice of using pesticides will be based on a review of all 

other available options and a determination that these options are unreasonable or have been 

exhausted, in order to minimize the use of pesticides.  Our in house site grounds crew shall 

minimize the use of any potential exposure to pesticides wherever possible.  For example: 

 

 1.  Use nonchemical control methods and materials. 

 

 2.  Use spot treatments of pesticides.  Treat only heavily infested plants. 

 

 3.  Integrate control methods (i.e., plant selection, timing of watering, mechanical 

      weed control, etc). 

 

 4.  Use pesticide application techniques, such as soil injections, rather than foliar applications,  

      when possible. 

 

 5.  Routine spray treatments are prohibited unless specifically requested and approved by the  

                 contact person and are acceptable only on a case-by-case basis. 

 

 Pesticides applications that may impact the operations or occupants of a school building  

shall be permitted only during hours when the school building is closed and after all notification 

procedures have been met. 

 

 The management of weeds on school grounds is an important component of an IPM program 

in order to reduce or eliminate additional pest harborage and breeding sites when approximately 10 

percent of the plant is affected.  Treatments should be considered when 10 percent of a plant’s foliage 

is removed or discolored, or if the pest has the potential to kill the plant, as is the case with some 

boring and scale insects.  Weed control may involve the use of pesticides if nontoxic options are 

unreasonable or have been exhausted. 

 

 Controls should be initiated against weeds in sidewalks, play areas, parking areas, and 

driveways when they pose a threat to safe pedestrian traffic or create serious structural damage to 

these surfaces. 

 

 When it is determined that a pesticide must be used to meet vital pest management goals, the 

least hazardous pesticide will be selected.  Only pesticides registered by the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency and the Maryland State Chemist may be applied.  Applications will only be made 

to those weeds or plants that require treatment.  The application os such pesticides are subject to the 

School District’s/Board of Education’s policies and procedures and all applicable state, federal and 

local regulations including the Maryland Pesticide Applicators Law and Regulations, and the Federal 

Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act. 
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 We shall minimize the use of and potential exposure to pesticides wherever possible. For example: 

1. We will use alternative control methods and materials.

2. We will use crack and crevice application of pesticides in pest harborage areas.

3. We will integrate control methods (i.e., structural repairs, trapping, sanitation, etc.)

4. Pesticide space sprays (including fogs and ultra low volume applications) will be restricted

to unique situations for which no alternative measures are practical or effective.

5. Routine preventive spray treatments are prohibited. The broadcast or barrier treatment of an

interior or exterior area with a pesticide must be specifically requested by the Contractor

and approved by the SDR prior to performing the treatment.

Use of Pesticides: Our Contract Service Provider will be responsible for application of 

pesticides according to the label. All pesticides that will be used will be registered with the 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and by the State of Maryland. Transport, 

handling and use of all pesticides shall be in strict accordance with the manufacturers label 

instructions and all applicable Federal, state and local laws and regulations.  

Our Contract Service Provider will adhere to the following rules for pesticide selection and 

use:  

1. Application by Need: Pesticide application shall be according to need and not by schedule.

As a general rule, application of pesticides in any inside or outside area shall not occur

unless visual inspections or monitoring devices indicate the presence of pests in that

specific area.

 No application of a pesticide will be undertaken by a Contract Service Provider without the 

express permission from BOE in order to assure compliance with Notification requirements of 

the Integrated Pest Management Program as regulated by the Maryland Department of 

Agriculture.  

2. Pesticide Products and Their Use: When it is determined that a pesticide must be used in

order to obtain adequate control, we will employ the least hazardous material, most precise

application technique and minimum quantity of pesticide necessary to achieve control.
Containerized and other types of crack and crevice applied bait formulations, rather than
sprays, shall be used for cockroach and ant control wherever appropriate. As a general rule,
liquid aerosol or dust formulations shall be applied only as crack and crevice treatments
with application devices specifically designed or modified for this purpose. "Crack and
crevice treatment" is defined as an application of small amounts of insecticides into cracks
and crevices in which insects hide or through which they may enter a building.

Application of pesticide liquid, aerosol or dust to exposed surfaces and pesticide space sprays 

(including fogs, mists and ultra-low volume applications, or outside spot applications), shall 

be restricted to unique situations where no alternative measures are practical. All necessary 

precautions will be taken to ensure student and staff safety and all necessary steps to ensure 

the containment of the pesticide to the site of application.  
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3. Pesticide Storage/Disposal: We shall not store or dispose of any pesticide product for 

interior use on Somerset County Board of Education property. Products stored for 

outside/grounds use will comply with all federal, state and local regulations. 
 

4. Rodent Control: As a general rule, rodent control inside occupied buildings shall be           

accomplished with trapping devices. All such devices shall be concealed out of the general        

view and in protected areas so as not to be affected by routine cleaning and other                        

operations. Trapping devices shall be checked on a regular schedule. Trapping shall not 

            be performed during periods when maintenance will be delayed by holidays, weekends, etc.  

  

In circumstances when rodenticides are deemed essential for adequate rodent control inside 

occupied buildings[ or on school grounds,] the rodenticides, regardless of packaging, shall be 

placed either in locations inaccessible to children, pets, wildlife and domestic animals-or in 

EPA approved, tamper-resistant bait boxes. As a general rule, rodenticide applications outside 

buildings shall emphasize the direct treatment of rodent burrows, wherever feasible. 

Frequency of bait box servicing shall depend upon the level of rodent infestation. All bait 

boxes shall be maintained in accordance with EPA regulations, with an emphasis on the safety 

of non-target organisms. We will endeavor to adhere to the following rules: 

 

 Before any bait boxes are set, we will post notifications in required areas as per 

our IPM Program and the Maryland Department of Agriculture regulations. 

All bait boxes shall be placed out of the general view, in locations where they will not 

be disturbed by routine operations.  

The lids of all bait boxes shall be securely locked or fastened shut.  

 All bait boxes shall be securely locked, attached or anchored to the floor 
ground, wall or other surface, so that the box cannot be picked up or moved.  
 Bait shall always be placed in the baffle-protected feeding chamber of the box 
and never in the runway of the box.  

All bait boxes shall be labeled with the Contract Service Provider's business name and 
address and dated by the Service Provider at the time of installation and at each 
servicing.  

Location of bait boxes should be documented on a floor plan or log book or site plan. 
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VII. EDUCATION AND TRAINING OF STAFF, PARENTS/GUARDIANS AND STUDENTS.

The education and training of staff, parents/guardians and students is an important aspect of a 

working Integrated Pest Management Plan. We may conduct this training in any number of 

ways including informational letters at the beginning of each school year, newsletters, 

announcements, hand delivered letters, notice postings, etc. The Pest Control Manager is also 

available for any further information that is desired by parents or staff.  

Additionally, the Contractor's Technical Program Supervisor shall annually attend a meeting 

with the Pest Manager, School Administration and other concerned individuals to review the 

status of the program and address the pest management activities provided by the Contractor. 

Once each school year the Contractor's Technical Program Supervisor/or Pest Control 

Manager will attend a Board of Education meeting where they will inform the public of the 

IPM program and be available to address any concerns the public may have.  
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VIII. ANNUAL REVIEW AND EVALUATION OF IPM PROGRAM

The IPM program will undergo periodic review by the Contractor along with the Pest
Manager to assure that all expectations are being met. This review will allow us to see how
the program is working on a day-to-day basis and to see if any changes are necessary.
Additionally, a more structured review will be undertaken annually by the Facilities
Department along with the Contractors Technical Program Supervisor to assess the program's
effectiveness overall and make any adjustments as needed.

In general the annual review will answer questions similar to:

Are all pest populations below action thresholds? 

Have all objectives been achieved?  

 Is the monitoring program adequate?  

Should other actions be tried?  

What problems have been identified? 

What changes are necessary?  
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IX. PROCEDURES FOR NOTIFICATION OF PESTICIDE APPLICATIONS.

The following information will constitute our procedures for notification of staff, 

parents/guardians and students, before a pesticide application is conducted in any Somerset 

County School or on any school grounds. 

A. Space Spraying- Attachment C

.Before there is any type of space spraying done in any school building written notice shall be 

sent home by the school with every student and staff member at least one week before the 

application. (Note: If an emergency exists, a pesticide may be applied in a school or on school 

grounds, without prior notification. If such a situation occurs, notifications will be sent out 

within 24 hours of the application or on the next school day.) The Notice content will be 

recommended by the Pest Control Manager as specified in the Department of Agriculture 

regulations.  

The Notices shall be on an 8 ½ x 11 piece of paper and will contain the following information: 

1. Common name of pesticide

2. Location of space spraying

3. Planned date and time of space spraying

4. A brief description of the potential adverse effects of the pesticide as described on the

MSDS.

5. And the following language: "The Office of Pesticide Programs of the United States

Environmental Protection Agency has stated: 'Where possible, persons who potentially are

more sensitive, such as pregnant women and infants (less than 2 years old), should avoid

any unnecessary pesticide exposure."

6. A brief description, approved by the MDA, of the pesticide if it was not listed at the beginning of

the year.

B. Bait Stations - Attachment D

Before any type of bait station is used in any school an in-school Notice shall be posted by the 

Service Provider on the door of the room or primary entrance to the area in which the bait 

station is placed.  The Notice will include the following information and will remain posted 

until the bait station is removed.  

1. The words "Caution - Pesticide Application"

2. The common name of the pesticide in the bait station

3. The date the bait station was placed in the room

4. The name and phone number of the contact person (the Pest Manager) for additional

information, including information on potential adverse effects.
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C. Pesticide Application - Attachment E

1. Elementary School

During the school year, if a pesticide is going to be applied in an Elementary School or on 

school grounds,] a written notice shall be sent home by the school with each student and staff 

member at least 24 hours prior to the application. The Notice contents will be recommended 

by the Pest Control Manager based on specifications in the Department of Agriculture 

regulations. (Note: If an emergency exists, a pesticide may be applied in a school or on school 

grounds without prior notification. If such a situation occurs, notifications will be sent out 

within 24 hours of the application or on the next school day.) The written Notice will contain 

the following information:  

a. The common name of the pesticide that will be applied

b. The location of the application

c. The date and time of the application

d. A brief description, approved by the Department of Agriculture, of potential adverse effects

of the pesticide applied, based upon the material safety data sheet.

e. The following language: "The Office of Pesticide Programs of the United States

Environmental Protection Agency has stated: 'Where possible, persons who potentially are

more sensitive, such as pregnant women and infants (less than 2 years old), should avoid

any unnecessary pesticide exposure.",

f. Reason for emergency application, if applicable.

2. Middle and/or High Schools

a. Individuals on Pesticide Notification List

During the school year, if a pesticide is going to be applied in a Middle or High 

School, or [on school grounds] notice shall be given to each parent/guardian and staff 

member that is on the Pesticide Notification list at least 24 hours prior to the 

application. This notification shall be made by the school and may be made by a 

written notice sent home with the student/staff member, a telephone call, by direct 

contact; or a written notice mailed at least 3 days prior to the application. Any written 

Notice content will be recommended by the Pest Control Manager as specified in the 

Department of Agriculture regulation. (Note: If an emergency exists, a pesticide may 

be applied in a school or on school grounds without prior notification. If such a 

situation occurs, notifications will be sent out within 24 hours of the application or on 

the next school day.) The Notice will contain the following information:  

i. The common name of the pesticide that will be applied

ii. The location of the application
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iii. The date and time of the application

iv. A brief description, approved by the Department of Agriculture, of

potential adverse effects of the pesticide applied, based upon the material safety data 

sheet.  

v. The following language: 'The Office of Pesticide Programs of the United

States Environmental Protection Agency has stated: 'Where possible,

persons who potentially are more sensitive, such as pregnant women and

infants (less than 2 years old), should avoid any unnecessary pesticide

exposure."'

vi. Reason for emergency application, if applicable.

b. In-School Notification for all Students & Staff - Attachment F

Before a pesticide is applied in any middle/high school, in addition to the notifications 

specified in subsection a) above, in-school and grounds signage shall be posted at the room or 

area of the pesticide application by the Service Provider. Also, a Notice will be posted either 

at the primary entrance to the school, in a central school location, or at the exterior site which 

is accessible to parents/guardians, students and staff.  

The in-school notification may also be made by an oral announcement or by written notice. 

The Notice or sign will contain the following information:  

i. The words "Caution - Pesticide Application'

ii. The common name of the pesticide applied.

iii. The date of the application

iv. The name and phone number of the contact person (the Pest Manager) for

additional information.

c) Posting on School Grounds.

When a pesticide application is made on school grounds, a sign must be posted at the time of 

the application at each primary access to the school property.  If a spot or limited area 

pesticide application is made, a sign may be posted at the location where the pesticide 

application was made. 

This notice will remain posted for at least 72 hours after a pesticide is applied. 
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I.P.M Program Initial Notice for

Secondary Schools 

At the beginning of each school year, each school must notify all parents/guardians and staff 

of their school, about the Somerset County Board of Education Integrated Pest Management System. 

A. What is the Integrated Pest Management System?

Integrated Pest Management, or IPM, is a system of controlling pests that does not depend on

automatic application of pesticides. Instead, pests are monitored by regular and careful

inspections. The inspections also identify conditions contributing to pest problems. It is then

decided what actions are necessary, if any, based on the biology and habits of the pests

involved. Priority is given to nonchemical pest management techniques, particularly

those that can prevent a recurrence of the problem. Pesticides are used when necessary, but

only in a way that minimizes potential exposure to people and the environment. Records are

kept to track problems, prevent recurrences, and evaluate the results of pest management

actions.

B. What are the names of the pesticides and bait stations that may be used in my School?

Wasp-Freeze, Catalyst, Weather Blok Bait, Max Force Roach FC Gel

  Max Force FC Ant Station, Diazinon 4E, Round Up 

C. Who is the person that I may call if I have any question?

Michael Bartemy 
Supervisor of Transportation and Operations 

 Somerset County Public Schools 
 7982A Tawes Campus Drive 
 Westover, Maryland 21871 
410-651-1616 xt.10227

Mr. Bartemy, identified above as the contact person for further questions, will also have the product 

labels and Material Safety Data Sheets for all pesticides and bait stations that may be used in your 

school. This information is available at your school and at the following location:  Facilities 

Department, Somerset County Board of Education, 7982-A Tawes Campus Drive, Westover, 
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Maryland 21871 and is available for your review at any time.  Mr. Bartemy is also available for any 

additional information you may need and will be happy to listen to any comments you may have.    

Attachment A-1 

We understand that certain individuals may have conditions that may be aggravated by the use of 

any of the above listed materials. As a result, Somerset County School System has established a registry 

for those Middle and High School students and staff who may have medical conditions requiring 

notification prior to the use of these materials. Each Middle School and High School shall develop a 

pesticide notification list of each staff member and parent/guardian of a student attending the school 

who requests in writing to have prior notification of a pesticide application made during the school year. 

A list of these individuals will be maintained at your school's office and at the Board of Education 

Central Office. Further questions and additional information can be obtained by contacting Michael 

Bartemy at (410)-651-1616 x 227. 

     In order to have your child placed on the Registry, please complete and return the following 

information.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

(Detach and Return to Your School) 
CHEMICAL SENSITIVITY REGISTRY 

Date:

Student's (Staff) Name:     

Name of Parent or Guardian: 

Address: 

Telephone Number:. 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 

Date Mailed      Date Received 

Additional Information or Comments: 
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Attachment A-1 

I.P.M. INITIAL NOTICE FOR ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

At the beginning of each school year, each school must notify all parents/guardians and staff of 

their school, about the Somerset County Board of Education Integrated Pest Management System.  

A. What is the Integrated Pest Management System?

Integrated Pest Management, or IPM, is a system of controlling 

pests that does not depend, on automatic application of 

pesticides. Instead, pests are monitored by regular and careful 

inspections. The inspections also identify conditions 

contributing to pest problems.  It is then decided what actions 

are necessary, if any, based on the biology and habits of the 

pests involved. Priority is given to nonchemical pest 

management techniques, particularly those that can prevent a 

recurrence of the problem. Pesticides are used when necessary, 

but only in a way that minimizes potential exposure to people 

and the environment. Records are kept to track problems, 

prevent recurrences, and evaluate the results of pest     

management actions. 

B. What are the names of the Pesticides and bait stations that

may be used in my school? 

 Wasp-Freeze, Catalyst, Weather Blok Bait, Max Force Roach FC Gel 

Max Force FC Ant Station, Diazinon 4E, Round Up 

B.Who is the person that I may call if I have any questions?

Michael Bartemy     
Supervisor of Transportation and Operations 
Somerset County Public Schools 
7982A Tawes Campus Drive 
Westover, Maryland 21871 
410-651-1616 x 10227

Mr. Bartemy, identified above as the contact person for further questions, will also have the 

product labels and Material Safety Data Sheets for all pesticides and bait stations that may be used in 

your school.  This information is available at your school and at the following locations: Facilities 

Department, Somerset County Board of Education, 7982-A Tawes Campus Drive, Westover, Maryland 

21871 and is available for your review at any time.  Mr. Bartemy, Supervisor of Transportation and 

Operations is also available for any additional information you may need and will be happy to listen to 

any comments you may have. 
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D. Notifications before pesticide use.

Additional notifications throughout the school year will be sent to all parents/guardians 

and staff members in an Elementary School before any application of a pesticide is 

necessary. These written notices will be sent home with each student and provided to each 

staff member at least 72 hours before any application. Please remember that the idea 

behind an Integrated Pest Management Plan is to utilize all other non-chemical means to 

eliminate pests before a pesticide is used. It is our intention to continue to adhere to this 

practice. 

SCHOOL NAME: SCHOOL YEAR: 
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Attachment B 

NOTIFICATION OF SPACE SPRAYING 

AT LEAST ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE  

* ALL SCHOOLS *

Dear [parent/guardian/staff member]: 

Please accept this letter as written notification that it will be necessary to conduct a space spraying of 

a pesticide at                                                                          (insert name of school). Following is the 

pertinent information you should be aware of about the specific pesticide that will be used.  

1. The Name of the pesticide:

2. The location of the pesticide application:

3. The date and time of the application:

Based upon the Material Safety Data Sheet from the manufacturer, the following information is listed as 

potential adverse effects of exposure to this chemical. Please note: It is important to remember that the word 

'potential' is used here and to not assume that any/all of these reactions are going to occur.  

Potential effects: 

Additionally, we have been advised to inform you of the following. 'The Office of Pesticide 

Programs of the United States Environmental Protection Agency has stated: 'Where possible, persons who 

potentially are more sensitive, such as pregnant women and infants (less than two years old), should avoid 

any unnecessary pesticide exposure."  

[If pesticide is not on original list at beginning year] The pesticide listed above is a – 

and is used to -.     

If you have any questions, or would like additional information on the above, feel free to contact 

Michael Bartemy, Supervisor of Transportation and Operations for Somerset County Board of Education, 

who is our Pest Control Coordinator.  He may be reached at (410) 651-1616 x 227. 
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Sincerely, 

Attachment C 

AREA CONTAINING BAIT STATIONS: 

DATE BAIT STATION PLACED:     

FOR FURTHER, INFORMATION  

&  

INFORMATION ON POTENTIAL ADVERSE EFFECTS 

 CONTACT:  

Michael Bartemy, Supervisor of Transportation and Operations 

Integrated Pest Management Plan Manager 

Somerset County Board of Education 

410-651-1616 ext. 10227

For non-emergency pesticide information on product chemistry, protective equipment, safety, health 

and/or environmental effects, clean- up, disposal, and regulations call the:  

Pesticide Information: National Pesticide Telecommunications Network 1-800-858-7378 

This toll-free service is funded by EPA and operated by the Oregon State University. The service is 

available from 9:30 AM to 7:30 PM EST Monday through Friday. 
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Attachment D 

NOTIFICATION OF PESTICIDE APPLICATION 

ELEMENTARY AND  

MIDDLE/HIGH SCHOOL NOTIFICATION LIST 

AT LEAST 24 HOURS IN ADVANCE
(will also be used for emergency applications) 

Dear [parent/guardian/staff member]: 

Please accept this letter as written notification that it [will be] [was] necessary to apply a pesticide at 

(insert name of school). Following is the pertinent information you should be aware of about the specific 

pesticide that [was] [will be] used.  

1. The Name of the pesticide:

2. The location of the pesticide application

3. The date and time of the application:

Based upon the Material Safety Data Sheet from the manufacturer, the following information is listed 

as potential adverse effects of exposure to this chemical. Please note: It is important to remember that the 

word "potential" is used here and to not assume that any/all of these reactions are going to occur.  

Potential effects: 

Additionally, we have been advised to inform you of the following. 'The Office of Pesticide Programs of the 

United States Environmental Protection Agency has stated: 'Where possible, persons who potentially are 

more sensitive, such as pregnant women and infants (less than two years old), should avoid any unnecessary 

pesticide exposure."'  

[If an Emergency] We apologize for not being able to notify you before the application, but the school 
administration felt that this was an emergency situation. [Due to an ingestion of     
in the  it was necessary to conduct an immediate application in order 
to assure a safe and healthy school environment for the children and staff. 

Sincerely, 
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Attachment E 

NOTICE
CAUTION-PESTICIDE APPLICATION 

AREA TO BE TREATED:   

DATE OF APPLICATION: 

FOR FURTHER, INFORMATION  

&  

INFORMATION ON POTENTIAL ADVERSE EFFECTS 

 CONTACT:  

Michael Bartemy, Supervisor of Transportation and Operations 

Integrated Pest Management Plan Manager 

Somerset County Board of Education 

410-651-1616 ext. 10227

For non-emergency pesticide information on product chemistry, protective equipment, safety, health 

and/or environmental effects, clean- up, disposal, and regulations call the:  

Pesticide Information: National Pesticide Telecommunications Network 1-800-858-7378 

This toll-free service is funded by EPA and operated by the Oregon State University. The service is 

available from 9:30 AM to 7:30 PM EST Monday through Friday. 

Attachment F
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PEST ACTIVITY LOG 
DATE LOCATION PEST DESCRIPTION/NUMBER NAME/PHONE TECHNICIAN 
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REPORT OF PEST SIGHTING  CORRECTIVE ACTION 

   WEED CONTROL 

DURING THE REGULAR SCHOOL YEAR, SCPS WILL USE THE 

FOLLOWING METHODS TO CONTROL WEEDS AROUND OUR 

SCHOOLS. 

 Manually or mechanically pull weeds from flower beds.

 Weed eat weeds/grasses from sidewalks, parking lot

cracks, exterior of buildings, etc.

 Mulch areas to keep weeds down.

**These methods will be in effect from September through mid June of each 

    school year.   
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SOMERSET COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

July 2020 

INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 

CALENDAR NOTIFICATION 

The Integrated Pest Management (IPM) program employed by the Somerset County Public 

Schools is a proactive rather than a reactive approach to insect and rodent control in school facilities.  The 
IPM program includes routine inspections or surveys of all school facilities to identify conditions 

conducive to pest invasion, to ensure early detection of pest presence, and to monitor infestation levels.  
As a first step in pest control, the IPM approach employs a number of preventative strategies and 

alternatives to pesticide application, such as: employee education, source reduction, inspection and 

identification of potential problem areas, and improved sanitation.  Each approach is monitored and 

evaluated, and modifications are made if necessary.  Pesticides are used only as a last resort. 

Maryland Law requires that parents of all elementary school children be notified prior to any interior or 
exterior pesticide application.  Parents of middle and/or high school students who wish to be notified 

prior to interior or exterior pesticide applications must request that they be placed on the school system’s 

pesticide notification list.  To be added to the notification list, send a written request which includes your 

name, address, and telephone number as well as your child/children’s name(s) to:    

Michael Bartemy, Supervisor of Transportation and Operations 

Integrated Pest Management Plan Manager 

Somerset County Board of Education 

410-651-1616 ext. 10227

The following is a list of the pesticides and bait stations, by common name, that may be used in 
school buildings or on school grounds during the school year: 

abamectin     diphacinone        pyrethrin 

allethrin     hydramethylnon       glyphosate 
boric acid     orthoboric acid       silica gel 

bromadiolone  piperonyl butoxide   sulfuramid 
Round-Up        sulfonamide 

Copies of material safety data sheets (MSDS) and product labels for each pesticide and bait station used 

on school property are maintained by the contact person.  Persons wishing to review this information 
should contact Michael Bartemy to arrange an appointment.  For additional information about the 

Integrated Pest Management Program, please contact Michael Bartemy at (410) 651-1616 x 227. 

































































WASHINGTON COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Hagerstown, Maryland 

NOTIFICATION TO PARENTS, GUARDIANS AND STAFF 

REGARDING THE APPLICATION OF A PESTICIDE TO SCHOOL GROUNDS 

Integrated pest management procedures such as inspections and monitoring are used to determine when to control pests 
and to identify conditions contributing to pest problems. The necessity for pest control, if warranted, is evaluated and one 
or more pest control methods including sanitation, structural repair, nonchemical methods and pesticides is utilized. 
Problem areas are identified where alternative pest control technologies can be incorporated in order to eliminate routine 
pesticide applications. It has been determined that an current pest problem warrants the use of a pesticide to effectively 
control the pest problem. 

School: 

Common Name of Pesticide to be Applied: 

Location(s) of the Pesticide Application: 

Planned Date and Time of Application: 
■If unfavorable weather conditions or other extenuating circumstances arise, the intended pesticide application may have
to be delayed or postponed to a later date(s). If the application cannot be made within 14 days of the original planned
date a new notice will be issued.

Reason for Pesticide Application: 

Note: The Maryland Department of Agriculture's Regulations pertaining to Integrated Pest Management and Notification 
of Pesticide Use in Public Schools requires that the following information be provided as part of this notice: 

"The Office of Pesticide Programs of the United States Environmental Protection Agency has stated: 'Where possible, 
persons who potentially are more sensitive, such as pregnant women and infants (less than two years old), should avoia 
any unnecessary pesticide exposure'. " 

The following information regarding potential adverse effects was taken from the material safety data sheet (MSDS) 0 
the pesticide to be applied: 

PRODUCT NAME -

COMMON NAME 

HEALTH HAZARD DATA: 
Potential Health Effects: 

EPA Reg.No. 

If you require further information regarding this notice you can contact either Dennis McGee at 301-766-2862 or F 
Breakal! at 301-766-2885. 

SAMPLE ... SAMPLE ... SAMPLE 
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. NOTICE - BAIT §TATION 11\1 U§E 

CAUTION - PESTICIDE APPLICATION 

Date of Placement: 
--- ------ -- --- ---

Common Name of Pesticide: 
--------------

For additional information, including information on potential 

adverse effects, contact: 

NOTICE "" BAIT §TATIDI\I IN U§E 

CAUTION .. PESTICIDE APPLICATION 

Date of Placement: 
-----------------

Common Name of Pesticide: 

•. For additional information, including information on potential 
adverse effects, contact: 
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