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Members: 
Subha Chandar (Chair) 
Ben Gitterman 
Frederick Banks (Vice Chair) 
Del. Mary Lehman 
Megan Weil Latshaw 
Nse Witherspoon 
Alexander Lehmann 
Paul Ferraro 
Matthew McConaughey 

Kylan Simpson (staff) 
 
 
 
 
 
Guests: 
Michael Ichniowski 
Veronika Carella  

 

Welcome 

- Subha Chandar (Chair) opened the meeting and welcomed all council members, agency 
representatives, and attendees. She briefly reviewed the meeting objectives and noted that 
today’s agenda would focus on follow-up actions from the recent joint CEHPAC/CEJSC 
meeting, updates on Motion #3 regarding pesticide use in schools, review of proposed 
Medicaid regulatory changes, discussion of the annual CEHPAC report, and a presentation 
on Integrated Pest Management (IPM) in schools. 

	
Old Business 

Debrief from Joint CEHPAC/CEJSC Meeting 

- Subha Chandar provided an overview of the joint CEHPAC/CEJSC meeting. She highlighted 
a major discussion item—the Governor’s new Executive Order on Environmental Justice and 
the creation of an inter-agency council led by MDE. Frederick Banks (Vice Chair) and others 
emphasized the increasing use of environmental justice (EJ) scores in permit decision-
making and the importance of transparent, data-driven approaches. 



 
 
 
   

- Council members discussed the need for formal engagement with the Governor’s Office to 
share CEHPAC’s priorities, particularly concerning childhood poverty, early childhood 
education, and K–12 school environments. Nse Witherspoon encouraged CEHPAC to 
schedule a meeting with the Governor or First Lady to communicate recommendations and 
highlight the intersection of environmental justice and children’s health. 

- Concerns were raised about significant data gaps, especially the lack of statewide reporting 
on pesticides, including PFAS-containing chemicals. Members emphasized the need for 
stronger data systems to inform public health policy and future CEHPAC recommendations. 

- Members also discussed the need to improve public communication about environmental 
health risks, including lead, PFAS, and air quality. Suggestions included: 

o Regular fact sheets 
o A “State of Maryland’s Children” report 
o Highlighting CEHPAC’s advisory authority to the Governor and legislature 

Update on Motion #3 (2021) – Pesticide Use in Schools 

- Frederick Banks provided an update on Motion #3 regarding pesticide use in schools. In 
response to CEHPAC’s 2021 directive, MSDE, MDH, and MDA have been meeting to 
review pesticide use practices, assess compliance with Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 
policies, and discuss district-level implementation challenges. 

- Veronika Carella reiterated that while some districts submit acceptable plans, many IPM 
plans remain inconsistent, outdated, or incomplete. She referenced counties using minimal, 
inadequate templates or plans with handwritten changes, which demonstrates a lack of 
standardization and oversight. Carella emphasized that pesticide exposure remains a serious 
threat to children, and CEHPAC must continue pushing for transparency and stronger 
compliance. 

- Members agreed that CEHPAC should continue working with MDA and MSDE to 
understand barriers faced by school district IPM coordinators and develop strategies for 
training, accountability, and communication. 

New Business 

Presentation by Veronika Carella on Integrated Pest Management (IPM) in Schools 

- Veronika Carella delivered a detailed presentation on current IPM practices and compliance 
challenges across Maryland’s school systems. She outlined key findings from her coalition’s 
review of district plans, including: 

o Evidence of widespread inconsistencies in how districts submit and maintain their 
IPM plans 

o A need for standardized templates to support full compliance 
o Concerns about outdated guidance documents and uneven training requirements 
o The risk of losing institutional knowledge due to retirements of experienced IPM staff 
o Parent and teacher concerns about pesticide use in school buildings 

- Carella presented a Model IPM Plan, developed in collaboration with CEHPAC partners, that 
includes: 

o A standardized policy framework 
o System-level guidance 
o Templates for notification, posting, and communication 



 
 
 
   

o Updated best practices to replace outdated manuals 
- Council members, including Nse Witherspoon and Paul Ferraro, emphasized the importance 

of ensuring that the model plan is user-friendly and informed by school personnel who carry 
out day-to-day implementation. 

- Alexander Lehmann (MDA) clarified that although MDA’s internal records show all districts 
with approved plans, discrepancies exist between official submissions and documents 
available publicly. Members agreed that CEHPAC should consider facilitating training 
sessions for school districts to support consistent IPM practices statewide. 

Medicaid Regulations 

- Subha Chandar announced that Maryland Medicaid has officially revised its regulations by 
lowering the actionable blood lead level from 5 μg/dL to 3.5 μg/dL, aligning with CDC 
guidance. This change allows reimbursement for environmental investigations for children in 
the 3.5–5 μg/dL range, closing a long-standing gap in state practice. 

- Frederick Banks noted that this update is especially important because each drop in the 
threshold has historically doubled the number of children qualifying for investigation. He 
emphasized that more children will now receive environmental assessments earlier, 
increasing opportunities for early intervention. 

- Subha also noted that MDH now holds the necessary NPI (National Provider Identifier) 
required for Medicaid reimbursement for these investigations, enabling the Department to 
move forward operationally. 

Update on Annual CEHPAC Report 

- Subha Chandar provided an overview of the upcoming CEHPAC Annual Report. Key 
elements include: 

o Standard legislative reporting requirements (membership, statutory roles, priorities) 
o A summary of issues discussed during the reporting period (July–June) 
o Updates on pesticide legislation, PFAS, the Clean Trucks Act, and environmental 

justice initiatives 
o Inclusion of CEHPAC’s letter to Montgomery County Public Schools regarding 

construction-related health concerns and the district’s response 
o Inclusion of the letter to MDA regarding pesticide reporting and the Department’s 

reply 
- Noted membership updates, including: 

o Addition of Frederick Banks (MDE, Vice Chair) 
o Ongoing vacancies for Parent/Guardian, Academic Institution, and Private Industry 

seats 
- Subha also discussed incorporating MD EnviroScreen data to identify priority issues for 2026 

and strengthening ties with CEJSC to coordinate cumulative impact discussions. 

Public Comment 

- Michael Ichniowski and Veronika Carella expressed strong concern about proposed federal 
changes to pesticide preemption laws and PFAS definitions, emphasizing the need for 
CEHPAC to remain vigilant and advocate for Maryland’s stronger protections. 



 
 
 
   
Adjourn 

- Subha Chandar thanked all attendees and council members. She outlined follow-up steps, 
including: 

o Frederick Banks to prepare an expanded update on pesticide use in schools for the 
next meeting 

o Megan Latshaw to lead follow-up regarding Montgomery County Schools 
o CEHPAC staff to prepare outreach recommendations for future meetings 
o Inclusion of joint CEHPAC/CEJSC activities in the annual report 
o Continuing prioritization discussions among members 
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