Youth Camp Safety Advisory Council

Google Meet Meeting
Thursday, February 5, 2026

Minutes
Name Representation Attendance
Jill Levy Camp Owner/Manager-For Profit Present
Cassandra Casey Camp Owner/Manager Present
Dr. Jasmin Grant Maryland Department of Health Absent
Anne Irwin Camp Owner/ACA Accredited. Absent
Ramona Riley-Bozier Public Absent
Lauren Biddinger Local Health Department Present
Vacant Camp Leader Vacant
Ed Arellano Local Health Department Present
Dr. Nobin Ngozi Ogbonna | Camp Owner/Manager - Nonprofit | Absent
Amy Schisler National Camping Organization Present
Parker Bratton National Camping Organization Absent

MDH Staff Present

Brian Flynn
Tylvia Koromah

The meeting was delayed for lack of quorum. Officially started at 10:06am.

Council attendance: Cassandra Casey is the council’s -chair and a camp manager in a
community college-based day camp in Carroll County. Rabbi Jill Levy Director of Ramah
Daycare Greater Washington DC; Ed Arellano Environmental Health Director for the Cecil County
Health Department; Amy Schisler Director of Summer Roundup Girl Scout Camp on the midshore
in Denton in Caroline County, represents a national camping organization; Lauren Biddinger
Environment Health Specialist Ill, represents local health for the Anne Arundel Health
Department. Cassandra confirmed quorum for an official meeting.

Approval of Meeting Minutes: The council voted to approve the December minutes which
included an amendment requested by Lauren to correct her title to Environmental Health
Specialist 1ll. The minutes were approved as amended by Amy and second by Lauren. The

motion was passed unanimously by council members.

Annual Letter Approval: Cassandra stated that letter included a new addition requesting that the
Maryland Department of Health (MDH) act as the liaison between Criminal Justice Information
System (CJIS) and individual camps to ensure prompt results for individual camps, as well as a
request to continue funding MDH for staff, online data collection, and educational efforts for
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compliance. Amy accepted the letter and second with Ed. The council members approved the
letter as written. Cassandra will mail the letter to the Secretary of MDH.

Open Council Positions: Cassandra stated open positions are posted on the website.

Annual Report Data Status: Brian reported that about 85% of annual reports have been
submitted. The remaining 15% expected to be collected during the renewals process

Medication Administration Training and Action Plans: Brian provided an update on the allergy
action plan and the medication administration course renewal, noting that Dr. Cliff Mitchell, MDH
and an intern have been reviewing the documents, and a conclusion is expected soon.

Cassandra inquired about the insulin administration plan, which remains under the same rules as
last year, though discussions about possible adjustments are ongoing.

Medication Administration Forms: School vs. State Forms: When asked about accepting school
forms for allergy action plans and medication administration, Brian stated that MDH generally
accepts them if they collect the same information as the state forms. GregJoseph (former council
member) and Amy expressed caution, indicating that state regulations for the Medication
Administration Authorization (MAA) form have specific language requirements that school forms
often lack, recommending the use of state forms to be absolutely safe.

Allergy and Anaphylaxis Action Plans: Greg clarified that the allergy action plan is not required
at the state level but is intended to be a helpful, optional form, though it is not yet approved. Dr.
Cliff Mitchell provided an update on the ongoing work to update the asthma action plan, clarifying
that the current form is still effective and legal for use this summer. Dr. Mitchell noted that the
new, optional anaphylaxis action plan would be addressed after the asthma plan due to its
complexity, which includes its potential use in various settings and recent legislative changes
related to emergency medication.

FBI Fingerprint Status Update: Brian reported that the timeline for the FBI fingerprint
requirement remains unclear. MDH decided that, for the initial phase, camps will not be required
to send lists of employees; instead, they will ask CJIS to include a reference number, likely the
camp's license number, with the background check results for matching purposes. MDH will ask
for a postponement until 2027 if a timeline is not provided soon, and they will begin instituting a
fee for personnel administrators' background checks regardless of the program's overall status.

FBI Fingerprint Status for Self-Regulated Camps: Brian indicated that while there is no official
answer, self-regulated camps, such as government-run parks and recreation programs, should
likely expect that the FBI fingerprint requirements will affect them as well. Dr. Mitchell explained
that the uncertainty stems from legal questions about whether an alternative accreditation
agency can receive criminal history record background checks under federal and state statutes.




Support for Background Check Timeline and Communication: Allison Abbondante (former
council member) suggested that the council could make a motion or write a letter to help push
the FBI fingerprint implementation to 2027, given the lateness in the year and ongoing camp
trainings. Amanda Defilippo, from Montgomery County Recreation (a self-regulated camp),
echoed the request for a postponement due to budget and timeline constraints and
recommended a joint meeting with other self-regulated camps to coordinate understanding.
Brian confirmed that a self-regulated training is scheduled for March 26th, and they are open to
setting up additional meetings for more specific issues.

Medication Administration Renewal Course Update: Dr. Mitchell provided updates on the
medication administration recertification courses, noting they are reviewing the statutory and
regulatory provisions to determine if these can be completed entirely online or still require in-
person training. They are also working to consolidate a single page listing access to all approved
training programs to make them easier to find. Allison noted pending legislation that might
impact this by adding physician assistants to the category of approved professionals for these
programs.

New Business

J-1 Visa Program Update: Allison advised camps that funding remains, but participants should
schedule their consulate interviews as soon as possible due to scheduling restraints.

New Camp Introduction and Renewal Application: Louben Dodge Arrows from Annapolis
introduced themself as a new certified registered nurse transitioning into the camp world, seeking
certification for their indoor laser tag and archery tag facility.

Brian confirmed that the application for renewal is not yet open but will be available later this
month, which is typically around March.

Emergency Preparedness and Recent Legislation: Dr. Mitchell mentioned concerns about
emergency preparedness, particularly referencing a disaster that occurred last summer and the
experience in Texas. They mentioned late bills potentially introduced by Delegate Layman and
Delegate Spiegel concerning youth camps and emergency preparedness, emphasizing the need
for council members to review their preparedness plans, specifically focusing on communications
in unusual circumstances or when people are offsite, like during field trips.

Cassandra acknowledged the new bills and reminded attendees about the need to check
emergency plans against the OSHA heat advisory discussed in December, including ensuring
provisions for breaks, shade, and water.




Suggest next steps:

e Brian will circle back with Ramah Day Camp Greater DC about the specific issue with their
ORI number and will talk to Nicole about it.

e Brian will follow-up on with scheduling an additional self-regulated camps meeting to
address FBI and other specific concerns.

e Brian, Dr. Cliff Mitchell, and Greg will have a conversation about the use of the draft
anaphylactic response plan form by camps.

Cassandra requested a motion to end the meeting with the council. Amy gave a motion to
adjourn, and Lauren gave a second motion. Cassandra thanked all attendees for their
participation and encouraged them to contact their MDH representative and to attend one of the
scheduled regulation trainings. Next meeting is scheduled for April.

The meeting concluded at 11:04am.

Respectfully submitted by,

Tylvia E. Koromah, Secretary of CRCEHS
Youth Camp Safety Advisory Council

And

Cassandra Casey, Chair Amy Schisler, Vice-Chair
Youth Camp Safety Advisory Council Youth Camp Safety Advisory Council

Approved: 5/7/26 by Amy Schisler and Ed Arellano




