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	Health and Safety

	A. General Requirements
	Met
	Not Met

	1. Description and scope of services to be provided in the RCU
2. Organization chart of the RCU and its relationship to the NH
	
	

	B. Design and Physical Plant
	Met
	Not Met

	1. [bookmark: _Hlk124668418][bookmark: _Hlk124666789]Approval letter, Office of Facilities Management and Development
2. Meets the general construction requirements of .08, .42, and .41
3. Floor space allocated to each bed meets minimum requirements in .49
4. Floor space is sufficient to accommodate special equipment
5. Inventory of specialized equipment to be housed on the RCU		
	
	

	C. Emergency Preparedness
	Met
	Not Met

	1. [bookmark: _Hlk124668444]Approval letter from local EMS - verifies nursing home notification of new RCU
2. Verification letter from hospitals – verifies nursing home notification of new RCU
3. Protocols for emergency situations
4. Each ventilator has an alarm on pressure valve and volume valve
	
	

	D. Quality Assurance Plan
	Met
	Not Met

	1. Assign responsibility for monitoring and evaluation activities
2. Identify the predominant aspects of care provided
3. Identify indicators and appropriate clinical criteria for monitoring the most important aspects of care
4. Establish thresholds (levels or trends) for the indicators that will trigger evaluation of care
5. Monitor important aspects of care by collecting and organize data for each indicator
6. Evaluate care when thresholds are reached in order to identify opportunities to improve either care or problems
7. Take actions to improve care or to correct the problems
8. Assess the effectiveness of the actions, document improvement in care, and assess the quality assurance process
9. Communicate results of the monitoring and evaluate the process to relevant individuals or services
10. RCU QA plan is part of nursing home’s overall QAPI 
	
	

	E. Policies and Procedures
	Met
	Not Met

	1. Transfer or referral of residents who need services not provided in RCU
2. Administration of medications relevant to RCU residents
3. Infection control measures to minimize transfer of infection in the RCU
4. Safety practices, including control of fire and mechanical hazards
5. Preventive maintenance for equipment in the special care unit
6. Weaning from mechanical ventilatory support and discharge planning
7. Procurement, handling, storage, and dispensing of medical gases
	
	

	F. Staffing
	Met
	Not Met

	1. Description of staffing patterns
2. Ensure RCU is sufficiently staffed with qualified personnel to provide appropriate treatment and meet the care needs of the residents
3. Description of the qualifications, duties, and responsibilities of staff, including the staff who are permitted to perform:
a. Cardiopulmonary resuscitation
b. Obtaining arterial blood gas samples and their analyses
c. Pulmonary function testing
d. Therapeutic chest percussion and vibration
e. Bronchopulmonary drainage
f. Coughing and breathing exercises
g. Mechanical ventilatory and oxygenation support for residents
h. Aerosol, humidification, and medical gas administration
	
	

	G. Nursing Services
	Met
	Not Met

	1. DON or nurse manager has a background in ventilator care or is qualified in ventilator management
2. DON designated an RN who has education, training, and experience in caring for resident needs and coordinates all RCU nursing care
3. Nursing staff are knowledgeable about the emotional and rehabilitative aspects of the RCU residents
4. Nurses are capable of initiating appropriate therapeutic interventions when needed
	
	

	H. Physician Coordinator
	Met
	Not Met

	If the nursing home medical director does not have special training and experience in diagnosing, treating, and assessing respiratory problems, the nursing home shall employ or contract with a board-certified pulmonologist who has the special knowledge and experience to provide:
1. Overall medical supervision of the RCU
2. Coordination of all services for the RCU
3. Nursing home verified the candidate's credentials before employment
4. Physician coordinator or designee shall respond personally or arrange for another qualified physician to respond to situations warranting medical intervention; and be available to provide any required consultation
	
	

	I. Respiratory Services
	Met
	Not Met

	1. Provided by a sufficient number of qualified personnel
2. Respiratory care personnel provide services commensurate with their documented training, experience, and competence
	
	

	J. Contractual Services
	Met
	Not Met

	1. Nursing home approves outside contractors based on the contractor's credentials, training, and experience
2. Ensures all contractors:
a. Provide services 24 hours a day
b. Meet all safety requirements
c. Abide by all pertinent nursing home policies and procedures
d. Provide services in accordance with all nursing home laws and regulations
e. Participate in monitoring and evaluation the appropriateness of services as required by the NH’s QAPI
3. Ensure all contractual services receive overall medical supervision and coordination by the physician coordinator of the RCU

	
	

	K. Other Services
	Met
	Not Met

	1. Diagnostic radiologic and clinical lab services are available 24 hours a day (may be contractual)
2. Provide pulmonary function testing and blood gas or pulse analysis capability on-site or through contractual arrangements
3. Protocols for obtaining specialized services, such as ABG or STAT labs
	
	

	Life Safety Code

	L. Piped Medical Gas System
	Met
	Not Met

	1. Vendor or staff may provide installation, inspection, or testing
2. All piped medical gas systems adhere to NFPA 99 Health Care Facilities Code and NFPA 101 Life Safety Code 
3. To service the medical gas systems, a vendor or staff shall be trained and accredited in accordance with NFPA 99 Health Care Facilities Code
	
	

	M. Emergency Electrical Power
	Met
	Not Met

	1. Emergency electrical power meets requirements in .46
2. Emergency lighting in the RCU where life support equipment is used
3. Duplex receptacles connected to emergency generator to operate life support equipment and nonflammable medical gas systems in the RCU
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