


How to check an ID.

No ID. No Sale! Ask for a valid photo ID of every 
customer who is under age 27 and purchasing tobacco.

Check photo ID before getting the requested product.

Compare the ID photo to the customer. Does it match?

Check for fake IDs. Have the customer remove the 
ID from their wallet and check to make sure the ID 
is not tampered with (plastic peeling, smudges, and 
misaligned numbers).

Check the expiration date. An ID must be current and 
not expired to be valid. 

Is the license vertical? In Maryland this means the 
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[date] to verify they are at least 18 before selling
them tobacco.

Calculate and verify age.
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If you are verifying the age of a customer, it is easiest to use 
the following method:

Add 20 to the year they were born, then subtract 2.

For example, 
Birthdate on ID: 08- 11-2001
Today’s date: 10-20-2018

The customer will not be 18 until Aug. 11, 2019. Comparing 
today’s date (10-20-2018) to the date the customer turns 18 
(08-11-2019), you see that selling tobacco to this customer 
is illegal. You must refuse the sale.
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How to calculate age.
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The MVA began issuing new secure licenses in July 2016. 
All the licenses pictured are currently in circulation and are valid until they expire.
The MVA began issuing new secure licenses in July 2016. 
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The MVA began issuing new secure licenses in July 2016. The MVA began issuing new secure licenses in July 2016. 
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REMEMBER: Add 20 … subtract 2.


