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Larry Hogan, Governor - Boyd K. Rutherford, Lt. Governor - Robert R. Neall, Secretary

MARYLAND MEDICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
Hospice Transmittal No. 15
November 13,2018

To: Hospice Providers

From: Mark A. Leeds, Directet
Long Term Services and Sypports Administration
Office of Health Services

Re: Hospice Payment Rates for Federal Fiscal Year 2019

Note: Please ensure that appropriate staff members in your organization
are informed of the contents of this transmittal.

Attached are the hospice payment rates for Federal Fiscal Year 2019 (October 1, 2018 —
September 30, 2019) for Maryland’s Medicaid Program. These rates are calculated based on the
annual hospice rates established under Medicare and authorized by Section 1814(i)(1)(C)(ii) of the
Social Security Act. This act provides for an annual increase in payment rates for hospice care
services.

A quality reporting program for hospices was established under Section 3004 of the Affordable
Care Act. Section 1814(i)(5)(A)(i) of the Social Security Act requires that the Secretary shall
reduce the market basket update by two percentage points for any hospice provider that does not
comply with the quality data submission requirements. Medicaid minimum rates are reduced by
the amount of any penalty due to non-reporting. Accordingly, there are two rate tables: Table 1:
Full Market Basket Update and Table 2: Reduced Market Basket Update.

The hospice cap runs from October 1st of each year ending September 30th of the following year.
The latest hospice cap amount for the year ending September 30, 2019, is $29,205.44.
Information regarding the FFY 2019 hospice wage index and the cap amount may be found on the
CMS website at https://www.medicaid.cov/medicaid/benefits/hospice/payment/index.html.

If you have questions concerning Maryland Medicaid hospice rates, please contact Ms. Leslie
Jackson, Hospice Program, at (410) 767-1714.

Attachments

ee! Hospice & Palliative Care Network of Maryland
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