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NOTE:

ordering, and billing of HIV-1 viral loadCoverage,
tests

Under the recently implemented HealthChoice Program,
reimbursement to medical laboratory providers for the performance
of all Federal Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approved HIV-l
viral load testing, when properly ordered by authorized ordering
practitioners, is the responsibility of the Maryland Medical
Assistance Program, regardless of the recipient's enrollment in a
Managed Care Organization (MCO). MCO personnel are responsible
for properly ordering HIV-l viral load tests when medically
necessary for the treatment of enrolled recipients.

When the MCO refers recipients or recipient specimens for FDA
approved HIV-l viral load tests, they are required to supply the
medical laboratory provider with the name and Medical Assistance
number of the recipient as well as the name and Maryland Medical
Assistance rendering provider number of the ordering practitioner
and a signed order from the authorized ordering practitioner.
Unless the signed order and this information is supplied by the
MCO, the medical laboratory provider is unable to bill the
Program for the service.
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