MARYLAND MEDICAID ADVISORY COMMITTEE   

           DATE:
   Thursday, April 27, 2017
TIME:
   1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

  

LOCATION:    Department of Health and Mental Hygiene

   201 W. Preston Street, Lobby Conference Room L-3
               Baltimore, Maryland  21201
******************************************************************************

AGENDA
I.       Departmental Update 

II.       Drug Utilization Review Project Update 

III.       Residential Treatment Coverage for Individuals with Substance Use Conditions Update  
IV.       Summary of the Legislative Session
V.       MCO Shopping Update 
VI.       Waiver, State Plan and Regulations Changes 

VII. Behavioral Health System Report 
VIII. Public Comments

IX.       Adjournment

Date and Location of Next Meeting:

Thursday, May 25, 2017, 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.

Department of Health and Mental Hygiene
201 W. Preston Street, Lobby Conference Room L-3
                                                        Baltimore, Maryland 21201
Staff Contact: Ms. Carrol Barnes - (410) 767-5213 
Carrol.Barnes@maryland.gov
Committee members are asked to contact staff if unable to attend
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Maryland Medicaid Advisory Committee

March 27, 2017
Call to Order and Approval of Minutes

Mr. Kevin Lindamood, Chair, called to order the meeting of the Maryland Medicaid Advisory Committee (MMAC) at 1:10 p.m.  Ms. Louisa Baucom attended the meeting for Delegate Matthew Morgan, Ms. Briayna Cuffie attended for Senator Delores Kelley and Mr. Sebastien Seydi attended for Delegate Pat Young.  Committee members approved the minutes from the February 27, 2017 meeting as written.   
Departmental Report 

Ms. Shannon McMahon, Deputy Secretary for Health Care Financing, informed the Committee that the National Association of Medicaid Director’s (NAMD) as a group has put out some principles about flexibility and transparency regarding potential federal changes to health care.  It is clear that the next phase of work for Medicaid is going to be regulatory guidance.  NAMD sent a letter to the new head of the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) expressing our general interest in advancing the key principles and coverage goals in a cost effective, measured and thoughtful way.
The Committee was given an update on the work we are doing on lead.  We are very close to obtaining approval for a state plan amendment (SPA).  There will be more to come regarding what that program looks like and the implementation planning we will be doing on abatement starting July 1, 2017.

On April 1, 2017 the Department will be utilizing the new pharmacy pricing methodology.  The new pricing methodology in on actual acquisition costs.  This was part of the requirement from CMS to use the National Average Drug Acquisition Cost (NADAC) pricing guidelines.  It was effectively budget neutral and costs approximately $900,000 to implement the program and switch to the new methodology.  

HealthChoice Regulations Update 
Ms. Susan Tucker gave the Committee a quick overview of the package of regulations to implement the changes that will take effect January 1, 2018 (see attached presentation).  For details please refer to the Joint Chairman’s Report at the following link:
https://mmcp.dhmh.maryland.gov/Pages/Reports-and-Publications.aspx
HealthChoice Evaluation Update

Ms. Laura Goodman, Health Policy Analyst, gave the Committee an update on the HealthChoice reporting requirements (see attached presentation).  
Maryland’s Annual Oral Health Legislation Report Update

Ms. Nancy Brown, Health Policy Analyst and Ms. Alyssa Brown, Acting Deputy Director, Planning Administration gave the Committee an overview of the annual Oral Health Legislation Report (see attached presentation).  The Department has a new population, former foster care enrollees up to age 26, who started receiving coverage as of January 1, 2017.  This group is not included in these numbers but will be included in future evaluations.
Legislative Update
Mr. Chris Coats, Health Policy Analyst, provided an overview of session activities thus far and informed the Committee that crossover was last Monday and there are two weeks left to the session.  Mr. Coats gave a brief overview of the bills listed on the 2017 Legislative Bill Tracking document (see attached chart).
Behavioral Health System Report

The Department is providing training for providers on the Opioid Drug Utilization Review (DUR) process and had done several webinars that are posted on the Medicaid website.  We also have links to resources, including morphine milligram equivalency (MME) calculators to assist prescribers when writing prescriptions for opioids.  The Department aims to partner with MedChi to do more training and eventually work on getting CME for providers. We are also working with a subcommittee of the Hospital Association to provide training, getting them familiar with and aware of the opioid DUR policies.
The Department continues to work on establishing rates for the Institutions for Mental Diseases/Substance Use Disorders (IMD/SUD) and should have the rates and a set of frequently asked questions ready in late April. 

We will be implementing the rebundling for opioid treatment providers on May 15, 2017.  We are waiting for approval of the SPA but the regulations are final.
Waiver, State Plan and Regulation Changes

Ms. Susan Tucker, Executive Director, Office of Health Services, informed the Committee that regulation packets and state plan amendments (SPAs) go through at the same time.  The Department is working on the SPA for the Prison Presumptive Eligibility that begins July 1, 2017 as well as the pharmacy reimbursement regulations and SPA that will be coming out soon.
Public Comments 
Dr. Steven Daviss of the Maryland Society of Addiction Medicine gave comments on the opioid addiction crisis and treatment for opioid use disorders. 
Adjournment

Mr. Lindamood adjourned the meeting at 3:00 p.m.
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