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AGENDA
I.       Departmental Update 

II.       HealthChoice Regulations Update 

III.       HealthChoice Evaluation Update  
IV.       Joint Chairman’s Report:  Maryland’s Annual Oral Health Legislation Report

V.       Legislative Update 
VI.       Waiver, State Plan and Regulations Changes 

VII. Behavioral Health System Report 
VIII. Public Comments

IX.       Adjournment

Date and Location of Next Meeting:

Thursday, April 27, 2017, 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.

Department of Health and Mental Hygiene
201 W. Preston Street, Lobby Conference Room L-3
                                                        Baltimore, Maryland 21201
Staff Contact: Ms. Carrol Barnes - (410) 767-5213 
Carrol.Barnes@maryland.gov
Committee members are asked to contact staff if unable to attend
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Maryland Medicaid Advisory Committee

February 27, 2017
Call to Order and Approval of Minutes

Mr. Kevin Lindamood, Chair, called to order the meeting of the Maryland Medicaid Advisory Committee (MMAC) at 1:05 p.m.  Ms. Louisa Baucom attended the meeting for Delegate Matthew Morgan and Ms. Amanda Carr attended the meeting for Delegate Pat Young.  Committee members approved the minutes from the January 23, 2017 meeting as written.   
Departmental Report 

Ms. Shannon McMahon, Deputy Secretary for Health Care Financing, informed the Committee that budget hearings were held to discuss the Medicaid side of the Behavioral Health budget.  There was a recommendation from the legislative analyst recommending a reduction in the Governor’s budget rate proposal which is something we opposed during that hearing.  The Department would appreciate everyone’s engagement once we see the Medicaid analysis later this week.
We are all eager to see what is happening in Washington, DC.  The Department will be down there tomorrow with fellow Medicaid Directors from North Carolina, District of Columbia, Massachusetts and Virginia to discuss what is occurring on the federal level.  The Department has some flexible models that we can drop actual bill language into that will allow us to determine what the implications would be for Maryland.
This year is the 20th anniversary of HealthChoice.  The Department will be celebrating this milestone.

The Department, with our colleagues in Behavioral Health, is busy with Institutions for Mental Diseases (IMD.  We are working as quickly as possible to establish rates for residential substance use treatment with a July 1, 2017 effective date.

We are actively working with CMS on the post approval process for the 1115 Waiver.  In parallel, the Department is also working on giving guidance about the local programs and projects that were approved in the waiver.  It is the first time that Maryland has gone through this process so it is new to us.  We are waiting for specific questions from the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS).  We are trying to implement these new programs by July 1, 2017.  

The Department continues to work on lead.  There was money in the budget for the implementation of a lead abatement project for at-risk children.  The Department just submitted the next round of questions to CMS on that state plan amendment.  We are hopeful that we can get that project going before the end of the fiscal year.  
The Department will be putting out significant regulation changes for HealthChoice that align with the federal managed care regulations.  We will give them to the managed care organizations (MCOs) at their departmental meeting and then they will go through the Joint Committee on Administrative, Executive and Legislative Review (AELR) process.  It will include all of the changes that have to take effect January 1, 2018.  The Department will give a presentation on these regulation changes at the March MMAC meeting.
Legislative Update
Mr. Chris Coats, Health Policy Analyst, informed the Committee that we are about half way through the legislative session.  The list of bills is substantial with 192 bills as opposed to 186 bills in total for the entire session last year.  There are budget hearings being held this week in both the House and Senate (see attached presentation).
Lead Update
Ms. Pooja Regmi, Health Policy Analyst and Ms. Alyssa Brown, Acting Deputy Director, Planning Administration gave the Committee an overview of Maryland’s Lead Program (see attached presentation).
Care Redesign Amendments Update 
Ms. Kate Wunderlich gave the Committee an overview of House bill 403 and Senate bill 369 currently before the legislature that creates an extension to the Maryland Patient Referral Law.  
The impetus behind this bills issues have been around a long time but what really spurred it on this year was federal legislation that changes the way physicians are paid or reimbursed under Medicare.  It requires physicians to be involved in a value based arrangement to incentivize value not volume.  That is also where our state’s All-Payer model has also transformed incentivizing hospitals to improve quality and outcomes and reduce costs in a value based system and not go towards large volumes.  

This bill would allow a narrow exemption to the Maryland Patient Referral Law for models with arrangements between a hospital or health care entity and physicians to allow for some care coordination and care management activities.   The exemptions allowed would correspond to models that have been approved by CMS, so most of these are Medicare models but the bill does allow a provision to expand past Medicare beneficiaries to all beneficiaries in a providers practice.  This really gets to one of the amendment programs we have that we’ve received approval for from CMS for a hospital care improvement program that would incentivize hospital based physicians to implement infection reduction strategies and other care management strategies for hospital patients.  We want to make sure the care strategies that are available for Medicaid patients could also be available to other patients in that provider’s practice.
The bill was passed on the second reader in the Senate last week it received a bill hearing in the House and goes to a subcommittee hearing in the House later this week.  We will continue to talk about what the appropriate state oversight is and there is some state oversight when it goes past Medicare beneficiaries through the Maryland Insurance Administration.  The purpose of the bill is primarily to implement some of the care redesign, care coordination and care management strategies and to better align hospitals, specifically hospitals with community-based physicians, to keep folks healthy, manage chronic diseases, enhance their care and to eliminate the need to return to the hospital.
The Health Services Cost Review Commission (HSCRC) has received approval for these from CMS and should provide many opportunities to improve patient care, patient outcomes and to reduce the total cost of care in the health care setting.
National Diabetes Prevention Program Update

Ms. Sandra Kick, Administrative Program Manager, Planning Administration, gave the Committee an update on the progress to date made on the Medicaid and National Diabetes Prevention Demonstration (see attached presentation).  Committee staff gave the Department contacts for a Spanish outreach program and suggested working with the Office of Minority Health to get a sense of whether the outreach program is culturally competent and is provided where needed. 
Behavioral Health System Report

No update provided.
Waiver, State Plan and Regulation Changes

Ms. Susan Tucker, Executive Director, Office of Health Services, informed the Committee that the Department is working on the following regulations:  
1. Chapter that will help implement the residential substance use disorder (SUD) treatment plan starting July 1, 2017

2. Implementation of the Prison Presumptive Eligibility that begins July 1, 2017
3. Implementation of some pharmacy reimbursement changes
4. MCO regulation changes for January 2018

Public Comments 
No public comments. 
Adjournment

Mr. Lindamood adjourned the meeting at 3:00 p.m.
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