
Maryland’s 17th Annual Statewide Health Equity Conference 

Reshaping Social Justice, Public Health, and Healthcare Delivery for a New Future 
Beyond COVID-19 
December 3, 2020 

Conference Agenda 

9–9:30 a.m 

WELCOME 

Noel Brathwaite, PhD, MSPH, Director, Office of Minority Health and Health Disparities 
(MHHD), Maryland Department of Health (MDH) 

Mark Martin, PhD, MBA, Deputy Director, Office of Minority Health and Health Disparities 
(MHHD), Maryland Department of Health (MDH) 

GREETINGS 
The Honorable Shirley Nathan-Pulliam, Senate, District 44, Maryland General Assembly 

OPENING 

Robert R. Neall, Secretary, MDH 

9:30-9:35 a.m 

FORMER MDH DEPUTY SECRETARY FRAN PHILLIPS RETIREMENT RECOGNITION 

Robert R. Neall, Secretary, MDH 

Jinlene Chan , MD, MPH, FAAP 
Act. Deputy Secretary for Public Health Services, MDH 

Fran Phillips, RN, MHA, Secretary for Public Health Services MDH (Retired) 

9:35–10:20 a.m 

HEALTH EQUITY EXCELLENCE IN COMMUNITY ADVOCACY AWARD 

INTRODUCTION OF RECIPIENT 
Arif Griffin , PhD MBA, Senior Program Specialist, Office of Minority Health and Health 

Disparities (MHHD), Maryland Department of Health (MDH) 
**AWARD RECIPIENT ** 

Alejandra Ivanovich 

SHIRLEY NATHAN-PULLIAM HEALTH EQUITY LECTURE AND AWARD 

INTRODUCTION OF RECIPIENT 
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 Stephen Thomas, PhD, Director, Maryland Center for Health Equity, University of 
Maryland 

 
**AWARD RECIPIENT AND LECTURER** 

 
Aletha Maybank, MD, MPH, Chief Health Equity Officer, and Vice President, 

American Medical Association 

 
10:20-10:30 a.m MORNING BREAK & VIRTUAL EXHIBIT HALL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10:30 – 
12:30 p.m 

 
MORNING BREAKOUT SESSION I 

 
Lecture: COVID in Maryland (Data) 

David Mann, MD, PhD, Epidemiologist, MHHD, MDH 
 

Lecture: COVID in Maryland Response (Statewide Activities) 
Jinlene Chan, MD MPH, FAAP 

Act. Deputy Secretary for Public Health Services, MDH 
 

Lecture: COVID in Maryland Response (Contact Tracing) 
Katherine Feldman , MD, Chief Public Health Scientist and Director, 

Contact Tracing Unit, MDH 
12:30-1:00 p.m. LUNCH BREAK & VIRTUAL EXHIBIT HALL 

  
LEARNING OBJECTIVES FOR EACH TRACK 

TRACK 1: Understand the role of racism, residential segregation and other social 
Determinants of Health in producing health and economic disparities 

-- 
TRACK 2: Describe how community health workers and collaboration with community based 

organizations can address social determinants of health to improve population health for 
minorities, particularly in the areas of diabetes and mental health 

-- 
TRACK 3: Use existing tools and technology to identify social determinants of health needs 
and make appropriate referrals to address them for patients in outpatient and inpatient 

settings 

 
1:00 – 
1:45 p.m. 

 
AFTERNOON BREAKOUT SESSION I 

 
Addressing the Social Determinants of Health In Minority Communities (Impact of 

Racism) 
Sherita Hill-Golden, MD, MHS, Vice President and Chief Diversity Officer, Professor of 

Medicine, Johns Hopkins Medicine 
 

Reconfiguring Public Health for Improved Minority Health Impact (Community Health 
Workers - COVID-19) 
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Moderator: Kimberly Hiner, MPH, Deputy Director 
Office of Population Health Improvement 

Lilian Amaya , Lead Community Health Worker, Health Care for the Homeless 
Tiffany Scott, Community Health Worker Coordinator, Diabetes Self-Management 

Coordinator, Central Maryland Area Health Education Center 

Addressing Health Disparities in Clinical Practice 
(Tools for SDH Screening in Practices) 

Howard Haft MD, MMM, FACPE 
Executive Director at Maryland Primary Care Program, MDH 

1:45–2:00 p.m. AFTERNOON BREAK & VIRTUAL EXHIBIT HALL

2:00 – 
2:45 p.m. AFTERNOON BREAKOUT SESSION II 

Addressing the Social Determinants of Health In Minority Communities 
 (Residential Segregation) 

Brian Smedley,  A.B, M.A, PhD, Director, American Psychological Association 

Reconfiguring Public Health for Improved Minority Health Impact 
 (MD Diabetes Action Plan) 

Anne Langley, J.D, MPH, Director, Center for Population Health Initiatives, MDH 

Addressing Health Disparities in Clinical Practice 
(Clinical Practice Transformation Outpatient) 

Jean Drummond, MA, PA, President, HCD International 

2:45-3:00 p.m 

AFTERNOON BREAK & VIRTUAL EXHIBIT HALL

3:00 – 
3:45 p.m. AFTERNOON BREAKOUT SESSION III 

Addressing the Social Determinants of Health In Minority Communities (Education and 
Employment 

Angela Henneberger PhD, Research Assistant Professor, University of Maryland, School of 
Social Work 

Bess Rose PhD, Statistician, University of Maryland, School of Social Work 

Reconfiguring Public Health for Improved Minority Health Impact (Mental Health) 
Aliya Jones, MD, Deputy Secretary, Behavioral Health Administration, Maryland 

Department of Health 
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Addressing Health Disparities in Clinical Practice (Clinical Practice Transformation 
Inpatient) 

Geoff Dougherty, PhD, MPH, Deputy Director, Population Health, Maryland Health 
Services Cost Review Commission 

3:45 – 
4:00 p.m. 

CLOSING PLENARY SESSION 

Noel Brathwaite, PhD, MSPH, Director, Office of Minority Health and Health Disparities 
(MHHD), Maryland Department of Health (MDH) 


