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�
Title 10 DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND MENTAL HYGIENE  

 
Subtitle 13 DRUGS  

 
Chapter 01 Dispensing of Prescription Drugs by a Licensee  

 
Authority: Health Occupations Article, § 12-102, Annotated Code of Maryland  

 
 
.01 Scope.  
This chapter defines the parameters under which a licensee may dispense prescription drugs in 
accordance with Health Occupations Article, § 12-102, Annotated Code of Maryland.  

.02 Definitions.  
A. In this chapter, the following terms have the meanings indicated.  

B. Terms Defined.  

(1) "Board" means the Board of Dental Examiners, the Board of Physician Quality Assurance, or 
the Board of Podiatric Medical Examiners.  

(2) "Licensee" means the dentist, physician, or podiatrist who is licensed by the appropriate 
Board to practice in Maryland.  

(3) "Public interest" means the dispensing of prescription drugs by a licensee to a patient when a 
pharmacy is not conveniently available to the patient.  

.03 Application for Dispensing Permit.  
A. The licensee shall complete an application on a form approved by the appropriate Board and 
pay a fee in accordance with the fee schedule for:  

(1) Physicians at COMAR 10.32.01.11;  

(2) Podiatrists at COMAR 10.40.03; or  

(3) Dentists at COMAR 10.44.20.  

B. The application shall require the following information to indicate that the licensee is 
prescribing in the public interest:  

(1) The name, address, and license number of the applicant;  

(2) A certificate by the applicant that the applicant:  

(a) Shall comply with the dispensing requirements set forth in Regulation .04 of this chapter, and  

(b) Is thoroughly familiar with the statute and regulations which govern dispensing of 
prescription drugs set forth in Health Occupations Article, Title 12, Annotated Code of Maryland, 
and COMAR 10.34.  

C. Each permit issued to a licensee expires 5 years after its date of issuance and is renewable 
upon timely submission of a renewal application in accordance with the requirements set forth in 
this regulation. The fee schedule set forth in § A of this regulation applies to all renewal 
applications.  
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.04 Dispensing Requirements.  
A. A licensee shall submit an application to the appropriate Board on the form that the Board 
requires.  

B. A licensee may not dispense prescription drugs until a written permit is received from the 
appropriate Board, except that a written permit is not required in order to dispense starter dosages 
or samples provided without charge.  

C. A licensee shall dispense prescription drugs only to the patients of the licensee.  

D. A licensee shall comply with the labeling requirements of Health Occupations Article, § 12-
509, Annotated Code of Maryland.  

E. A licensee shall record the dispensing of the prescription drug on the patient's chart.  

F. A licensee may not have a substantial financial interest in a pharmacy.  

G. A licensee shall allow the Division of Drug Control to enter and inspect the licensee's office at 
all reasonable hours.  

H. A licensee shall, except for starter dosages or samples provided without charge, provide the 
patient with a written prescription.  

I. A licensee shall maintain a separate file for Schedule II prescriptions. All other prescriptions 
shall be kept:  

(1) In another file; and  

(2) For 5 years.  

J. A licensee shall dispense prescription drugs to a patient only when a pharmacy is not 
conveniently available to the patient. The decision whether a pharmacy is conveniently available 
shall be made by the patient based upon factors to be determined solely in the discretion of the 
patient.  

K. A licensee shall maintain a single form in each patient's chart for each patient to whom 
prescription drugs are dispensed. At a minimum, the form shall:  

(1) Indicate that a pharmacy is not conveniently available to the patient;  

(2) State that the determination that a pharmacy is not conveniently available was made solely by 
the patient; and  

(3) Be signed and dated by the patient before dispensing prescription drugs to the patient for the 
first time.  

L. A licensee shall display prominently a sign which informs the patient that prescription drugs 
can be purchased from the permit holder if the patient determines that a pharmacy is not 
conveniently available to the patient.  

.05 Failure to Comply with Dispensing Requirements.  
A licensee who fails to comply with the requirements governing dispensing of prescription drugs 
may be subject to disciplinary action pursuant to Health Occupations Article, § 4-315(a), 14-404, 
or 16-312, Annotated Code of Maryland.  
 
�


