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Date: August 16, 2012

Re: Enhanced Influenza A Virus Surveillance

In response to the recent re-emergence in other states of influenza A H3N2 variant virus
infections [influenza A/(H2N3)v virus] in persons with swine exposures, the DHMH Public
Health Laboratory is expanding influenza A virus surveillance testing in Maryland. The
DHMH Laboratory performs influenza testing using the CDC Flu rRT-PCR Dx panel that can
reliably detect and presumptively type influenza A/(H2N3)v viruses. We are requesting the
submission of specimens for influenza testing under the following conditions:

1.) Clinicians who suspect influenza in persons with recent (~ 7 days) exposure to swine
should obtain a nasopharyngeal/throat swab or aspirate from the patient, place the
swab or aspirate in viral transport medium, and contact their local health department
to arrange timely transport and testing at the DHMH Public Health Laboratory.
Specimens should be submitted from these cases regardless of the results of initial
influenza testing. Commercially available rapid influenza diagnostic tests (RIDTs)
may not detect H3N2v virus in respiratory specimens. Therefore, a negative rapid
influenza diagnostic test result does not exclude infection with H3N2v or any
influenza virus. In addition, a positive test result for influenza A cannot confirm
H3N2v virus infection because these tests cannot distinguish between influenza A
virus subtypes (they do not differentiate between human influenza A viruses and
H3N2v virus.

2.) Original clinical specimens (e.g. nasopharyngeal or throat swabs in viral transport
medium, or nasal aspirates) from patients regardless of swine exposure that have
tested positive for influenza A by RIDT antigen detection, nucleic acid amplification
(e.g. PCR) or by virus isolation in culture should be submitted to the DHMH Public
Health Laboratory for confirmation rRT-PCR testing and typing.
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3.) Upper and/or lower respiratory tract specimens from hospitalized patients with severe
respiratory illnesses regardless of the results of initial influenza testing.

4.) Sentinel laboratories or health care providers in the influenza surveillance network
should continue to submit routine surveillance specimens to the DHMH Public Health
Laboratory.

These enhanced surveillance measures will remain in effect until further notice. Specimens can
be sent directly to the DHMH Laboratory or forwarded via the local health departments. The
DHMH Laboratory will not perform routine clinical influenza screening of patients who have not
been recently exposed to swine. A copy of the DHMH Laboratory test request form is attached
for your convenience. Please go to our web site
http://dhmh.marvland.gov/laboratories/SitePages/lnfluenza.aspx for the logistical details of
submitting influenza specimens to the DHMH Laboratory or contact us at (410) 767-5819 for
questions regarding enhanced surveillance testing.

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

cc: Deputy Secretary Frances B. Phillips
Dr. David Blythe
Dr. Lucy Wilson
Dr. Katherine Feldman
Rene Najera
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