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Conduct 

The free expression of diverse viewpoints is a fundamental 
value of our group. This freedom carries the responsibility to 
engage respectfully, which means treating one another with 
dignity and respect in good faith. 

Uncivil behavior, disruptive actions, abusive language, threats, 
or harassment will not be tolerated and may result in removal 
from the meeting.
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Welcome 



Agenda
● Overview
● What to expect:

○ What changes are happening to the DDA's Medicaid waiver 
programs?

○ Why are the DDA's Medicaid waiver programs changing?

○ What does this mean for you and your family?

○ Upcoming Medicaid Notice in the Mail

● DDA Waiver Amendment Webinar Series
● Resources
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Waiver Amendment 2025
Overview



What is a Medicaid Waiver or Waiver Program? (1 of 2)

• A Medicaid waiver lets some Medicaid rules be set 
aside to help more people get the services they need 
at home or in the community – instead of in a facility 
or institution.

• A Medicaid waiver or waiver program allows 
services (or benefits) that Medicaid does not usually 
cover.
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What is a Medicaid Waiver or Waiver Program? (2 of 2)

• A waiver is not an entitlement. 

• Services provided by a waiver are not an automatic benefit, 
even if you are eligible. 

• If eligible, you are not guaranteed to get services because there 
are a limited number of spots in the program. 

• If all spots are full, you will be placed on a waitlist until a spot 
becomes available.
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Current DDA-Operated Medicaid Waivers
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Family 

Supports 

Waiver

• Children birth to 21 
years

• Various Support 
Services

Community 

Supports 

Waiver

• Children and adults
• Meaningful Day and 

Support Services

Community 

Pathways 

Waiver

• Children and adults
• Meaningful Day, 

Support, and 
Residential Services

The Developmental Disabilities Administration administers the following 
1915 (c) Medicaid waiver programs on behalf of the Department:



Consolidated Waiver - Beginning October 6, 2025
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Community Supports 
Waiver

Family Supports 
Waiver

Community Pathways 
Waiver

Community Pathways 
Waiver



Why are these changes happening?
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● The State is combining waiver programs to:
○ Make services easier and quicker to access;
○ Provide more consistent, person-centered support; 

and 
○ Improve the overall system for everyone. 



What Does This Mean for Family Supports and 
Community Supports Participants? (1 of 2)
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● No action is needed from people and their families
○ MDH will automatically move people who are now 

in the Family Supports waiver and the Community 
Supports waiver program into the Community 
Pathways waiver

○ Participants will continue to receive all the same 
services and supports 

○ No new waiver application is needed 



What Does This Mean for Family Supports and 
Community Supports Participants? (2 of 2)

17

● Your Coordinator of Community Services will not change.

● Your Person-Centered Plan will stay the same.

● Your services will remain the same.

● Your providers and support staff will stay the same. 

● Your service delivery model (self-directed or 
provider-managed) will stay the same.



Financial Eligibility and Redetermination
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● Annual financial redeterminations will continue as usual.

○ If you’re already working on the redetermination process, 
continue submitting documents as requested.



Maryland Department of Health Letter
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● Family Supports and Community 
Supports participants will receive a 
letter in the mail.

● The letter will say they are 
transitioning to the Community 
Pathways waiver program.

● The letter will include frequently 
asked questions.



DDA Waiver Amendment Webinar Series
DDA will be offering more free webinars to explain 
upcoming changes and answer questions. These 
webinars are for:
• People receiving services
• Families
• Coordinators of Community Services (CCS)
• Providers
• Anyone else who wants to learn more
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Webinar Series - Save the Dates
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Date Topic Time

September 16, 2025 Waiver Changes and You 12 - 2:30 pm

September 19, 2025 Provider Opportunities and 
Requirements

12 - 1:30 pm

September 25, 2025 Self-Directed Services 
Updates

12 - 2:30 pm

October 1, 2025 New and Updated Forms 12 - 1:30 pm

October 2, 2025 LTSSMaryland Updates 12 - 1:30 pm



Who do I contact with questions?

You can reach out to:

• Your Coordinator of Community Services, or
• Your DDA Regional Office
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https://health.maryland.gov/dda/Pages/Regional%20Offices.aspx


More Information

• For updates and more details, visit 
the new “October 2025 Waiver 
Changes and You” webpage.

• You can also sign up for email 
updates from the DDA at this link.
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https://health.maryland.gov/dda/Pages/October-2025-Waiver-Changes-and-You-.aspx
https://health.maryland.gov/dda/Pages/October-2025-Waiver-Changes-and-You-.aspx
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/Ur4ZQsy/DDANewsletter&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1756394058488882&usg=AOvVaw3_v8zthbcU89aYf081BJah


Summary 
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How will the combination impact: Staying the same Changes beginning on 

10/6/25

DDA Waiver Program type? x

Coordinator of Community Services? x

Service Delivery Model? x

Providers? x

Services? x

Medicaid Redetermination date? x



Questions
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