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Conduct 

The free expression of diverse viewpoints is a fundamental value 
of our group. This freedom carries the responsibility to engage 
respectfully, which means treating one another with dignity and 
respect in good faith. 

Uncivil behavior, disruptive actions, abusive language, threats, or 
harassment will not be tolerated and may result in removal from 
the meeting.
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Housekeeping
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Housekeeping
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Welcome

5



Leadership Updates
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Antoine Williams
Director of Programs



Agenda

• Living Our Best Lives: Success Stories

• News and Updates

• Questions and Answers

• Public Comment
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Living Our Best Lives: Success Stories

8



Living Our Best Lives: Success Stories

Meet 
Candi!
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Living Our Best Lives: Success Stories

        Meet 
Matthew 

Clark!
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Living Our Best Lives: Success Stories

Meet John 
“JP” Henry!
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Living Our Best Lives: Success Stories

Please send your photos and stories to Dr. Yemonja Smalls at 

yemonja.smalls@maryland.gov with the subject line “My Success.” 

Also, please send the signed consent form here so we can include your 

pictures.
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mailto:yemonja.smalls@maryland.gov
https://health.maryland.gov/bha/Documents/media-consent-release-AGapproved-dec2019%20(2).pdf


News and Updates
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DDA Cohort Updates

• National Association of Dual Diagnosis 
(NADD) accreditation

• The Request for Application (RFA) for the 
Facilitation for the Dual Diagnosis Cohort

• Cohort 2: Organization-wide Positive 
Behavior Support Team Training
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Children’s and Family Services Updates

• Updates to the Local Care Team Process 

• The Council on Quality Leadership (CQL): 
Strengthening Services, Supporting 
Families, and Improving Lives Across 
Maryland
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Housing Updates

• Money Follows the Person Program 

• Housing Clearing House

https://mih-inc.org/ 

• Housing Committees 

• Rental Subsidy Program
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988 and Mobile Crisis

• The 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline is a support helpline 
for people experiencing mental health or substance 
use emergencies. People can call (or text or chat) 
9-8-8 to talk and to connect with services.

• Maryland Mobile Crisis is a group of behavioral 
health teams across the state. 

• Licensed mobile crisis providers in 14 
jurisdictions

• Training
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Project STIR (Steps Towards Independence and 
Responsibility)

• Hands-on training for and by 
people with disabilities that is 
designed to provide the tools to 
be a good self advocate, 
connect with others in 
advocacy and gain leadership 
skills and experience. 

• Training is provided by People 
on the Go through a contract 
with the Kennedy Krieger 
Institute.
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Pictured: DDA’s Cody Drinkwater and Governor Wes Moore



Support Broker Certification
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● Support Broker Training 2025 Registration

● Certified Support Broker Listing

https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/031deac258ab4180a24b02ba45350ea2
https://health.maryland.gov/dda/Pages/SDForms.aspx


Waiver Advisory Council
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Participants will have the opportunity to advise on system design, 
service delivery, and quality enhancement strategies for the 
DDA-operated Medicaid waiver programs.

February 21, 2025   1-2:30 p.m.

April 17, 2025   1-2:30 p.m.

June 19, 2025   1-2:30 p.m.

August 21, 2025   1-2:30 p.m.

October 16, 2025   1-2:30 p.m.

December 18, 2025   1-2:30 p.m.

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4870557679649664598


DDA FY 2026 Budget Overview (1 of 3)
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Governor’s DDA Budget

• Historic investment of $1.3 Billion in State General Funds, equalling $2.6 billion in 

combined State and federal funds. More than two-thirds more funding than in FY 2023.

• This investment will support:

○ Continued enrollment of new individuals into service (Transitioning Youth, 

individuals in crisis situations, and others).

○ Moderate rate increases for all services.

○ Continued investment in the LTSSMaryland system, reducing provider 

administrative burden and increasing performance for essential eligibility and 

access processes.



DDA FY 2026 Budget Overview – Cost Containment 
Strategies
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● State-Funded Services

● Waiting List Equity Fund

● Geographical Differential

● Dedicated Hour Utilization

● Low Intensity Support Services (LISS)

● Reasonable and Customary Rates

● Wage Exceptions

● Individual and Family Directed Goods 

and Services



DDA FY 2026 Budget Overview (3 of 3)
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DDA Budget Hearings Schedule

● The DDA House Budget Hearing is on 
February 19, 2025.

● The DDA Senate Budget Hearing is on 
February 20, 2025.



Transitioning Youth

24



Eligibility Determination
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What’s Next?
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Reminders

Sign up for the

DDA Connection 
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https://visitor.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001duPUQ89Y6uaUZUHfrfBd4sWTTzG_f0OyVbiQrYEBEblmNKkoTtPIp3oGa6zRVRlfgLxkRefHaRaT0SoXD7hmjhHuFI5yKA5S


Rate Review Advisory Group 

2025 Rate Review Advisory Group Meeting Schedule
● Thursday, February 6, 2025 12:30 to 1:45 PM

● Thursday, March 6, 2025 12:30 to 1:45 PM

● Thursday, April 10, 2025 12:30 to 1:45 PM

● Thursday, May 29, 2025 12:30 to 1:45 PM

● Thursday, July 10, 2025 12:30 to 1:45 PM

● Thursday, August 21, 2025 12:30 to 1:45 PM
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https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/7006091834764796764


2025 Regional Provider Meetings 
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Southern Maryland Regional Office: 
4/8/2025, 7/8/2025, and 10/14/2025  

Central Maryland Regional Office:
4/9/2025, 7/9/2025, and 10/8/2025 

Western Maryland Regional Office: 
4/10/2025, 7/10/2025, and 10/9/2025 

Eastern Shore Regional Office: 
4/17/2025, 7/17/2025, and 10/16/2025  

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/7675797770020758618
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/129365683499924310
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/4520623809793534039
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/3457106894175622999


Questions & Answers and
Public Comment
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Questions & Answers

31

Thank you for sending questions before today’s meeting! We will 
share responses to the most common questions.

We will also respond to as many questions as possible received in 
the question box, before proceeding to the public comment 
section. 



Housekeeping

32



Housekeeping
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Public Comment
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3iZg1xBW4tA


Living Our Best Lives: Success Stories
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