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Board of Social Work News EXAMINER 

Welcome New Board Members! 
Kara Frome, LCSW-C 

Ms. Frome was appointed to the Board of Social 
Work Examiners by Governor Moore effective 

July 1, 2026.  She has been a licensed social 
worker for 20 years.  Ms. Frome is a resident of 
Prince George's County and earned her MSW 

from the University of Maryland in 2006. 

She currently works in the Counseling Center at the University of 
Maryland, College Park as a Care Manager and serves as a 
Search Committee Chair. As a UMD College Park grad, Ms. 
Frome enjoys her work supporting students at her alma mater. 

Prior to the Counseling Center, Ms. Frome worked as a medical 
social worker in the ICU and NICU at Holy Cross Hospital for 13 

years where she supported patients and families while working on 
a multidisciplinary team.  She looks forward to serving in her new 

role of BSWE Board Member. 

Heather M. Garner, PhD, LCSW-C, CST 

Dr. Garner has spent the past 20 years in 

social work, with a career spanning 
healthcare, hospice, community mental 
health, inpatient behavioral health, crisis 
intervention, private practice, and academia. 
She currently serves as an oncology social worker with the UM 

UCMC Cancer LifeNet Program, supporting individuals and 
families throughout the cancer experience. She is also the 

founding and practicing clinician at Garnering Change 
Psychotherapy, a private practice specializing in intimate 

relationships, sexual health, and the transition to and through 

parenthood. 

Heather is an AASECT-Certified Sex Therapist and a Certified 

Relational Life Therapy (RLT) Therapist. She has a longstanding 
passion for clinical education, supervision, and mentoring the next 
generation of social workers and has served as an adjunct faculty 

member with the University of Maryland School of Social Work, as 
well as a clinical supervisor and practicum instructor. 

Throughout her career, Heather has remained deeply committed to 
thoughtful, ethical social work practice and to the continued growth 
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Board Meetings! 
Please click the link for upcoming 

meetings and information on public 

attendance: 

BSWE Board Meetings 

Social Work Compact
Update 

As of July 2026, the Social Work 
Licensure Compact has now passed in 
35 states. States that recently passed 
legislation to join the Compact include: 
Wisconsin, West Virginia, and Alaska. 

See the full, updated Compact 
Map here. 

Multistate licenses are not yet 
available. As of July 2026, the overall 
implementation process for the 

compact is approximately 18-24 
months before social workers are able 
to begin applying for multistate 
licenses. 

Maryland Social Workers will apply for 
the multistate license through the 
Board. We will continue to update 
licensees via our website, digital 
newsletter, and Open Session 
meetings. 

Provisional License for 
LBSW and LMSW 

Pursuant to SB 18, "Provisional 
License to Practice Social Work," the 
Board's Statutes and Regulations 

Subcommittee is hard at work drafting 
regulations.  When they are posted in 
the Maryland Register, the Board will 
make an announcement on the Board 
website; at the Open Session; and 

here in the newsletter. 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fhealth.maryland.gov%2Fbswe%2FPages%2FBoard-Meetings.aspx/1/010001a05962214a-8a83556e-54c1-4f54-88ae-228c4799cf20-000000/SDbhw7dATmI2x97Bf2Fl-OLhr3jyWzy3qD6DsryQpOw=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fswcompact.org%2Fcompact-map%2F/1/010001a05962214a-8a83556e-54c1-4f54-88ae-228c4799cf20-000000/aOVOX9XYi0RtJxzD6CzNYYQFPvAPzoTtLyn04aPOXm8=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fmgaleg.maryland.gov%2F2026RS%2Fbills%2Fsb%2Fsb0018E.pdf/1/010001a05962214a-8a83556e-54c1-4f54-88ae-228c4799cf20-000000/71gy4_sjxtwwxcvDoDSQ1vOWhcI-Sgu0BDJG5SpC-Rg=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FMDDHMHBC%2Fbulletins%2F425b51c/1/010001a05962214a-8a83556e-54c1-4f54-88ae-228c4799cf20-000000/1Y_IvRJdcec-4xWxuDhFSAevgzybBhbcXxOWZJy_8Oc=452


 

  
  

 

 

    

 

 
 

of the profession. She is honored to bring the perspective gained 

from 20 years of clinical practice, education, and supervision to the 
Maryland Board of Social Work Examiners and looks forward to 

serving Maryland’s social workers and the communities they serve. 

Renew Today! October
31st at Midnight is the
Deadline! 
Please note this is a busy time for Board Staff. 
Please don't leave the same message with 

multiple different staff members. This only slows 
response times down. As a reminder, our 
renewal webpage can answer many of your 
questions: RENEWAL WEBPAGE 

Renewal Reminders: 
1) Criminal History Records Check (CHRC): 
Mandated for new license applications and 
at RENEWAL: 

1. CHRC Instructions: Follow 

these instructions if you have NOT been 
fingerprinted. 

2. Attestation: Agree to participate in the 
"Rap Back Service" [10.42.01.02(B)(9)] at 
the end of your renewal application. 

If you previously acknowledged RapBack, re-
fingerprinting is not required. 

2) Sign and upload the FBI Privacy Statement. 

3) Ensure your CEUs are properly logged for 
each category. 

4) Attest to the one-time Implicit Bias and 

Structural Racism requirement for all Health 

Occupations at the end of the application. 

MARYLAND STATE BOARD OF SOCIAL WORK EXAMINERS 

4201 Patterson Avenue 

Baltimore, MD 21215-2299 

Phone: 410-764-4788 

Fax: 410-358-2469 
E-mail: mdh.socialwork@maryland.gov 

Website: www.health.maryland.gov/bswe 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fhealth.maryland.gov%2Fbswe%2FPages%2FRenewal.aspx/1/010001a05962214a-8a83556e-54c1-4f54-88ae-228c4799cf20-000000/MvwUkum-He6Eb5ZHTaHc7x6a06yBW2iCb0TzsLLM_9Q=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fhealth.maryland.gov%2Fbswe%2FDocuments%2Fchrc_instructions_v2.pdf/1/010001a05962214a-8a83556e-54c1-4f54-88ae-228c4799cf20-000000/qSwezfsHOYF8wTbN0rk1qomCxbl8YkqK5BtLUob4iH4=452
https://www.google.com/maps/search/4201+Patterson+Avenue+Baltimore,+MD+21215-2299?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/4201+Patterson+Avenue+Baltimore,+MD+21215-2299?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:mdh.benha@maryland.gov
mailto:mdh.benha@maryland.gov
http://www.health.maryland.gov/bswe

