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General Session Minutes

August 16, 2013

Friday, August 16, 2013

The Maryland Board of Occupational Therapy (OT) Practice (Board)

Location: Spring Grove Hospital Center

55 Wade Avenue – Bland Bryant Building, 4th Floor

Conference Room

Vice Chairperson: Kamala Stevenson, MS, OTR/L

10:00 a.m.

GENERAL SESSION MINUTES

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT



NON-BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT
Dr. Christine Moghimi, ScD., MAS, OTR/L, Chairperson
Donna Ashman, Executive Director

Kamala Stevenson, MS, OTR/L, Vice Chairperson

Anthony DeFranco, Board Counsel

Mr. Kshepakaran, M.Ed., OTR/L, CAPS, FAOTA

Marilyn Pinkney, Licensing Coordinator

Vanessa Hughes, COTA/L

Meenakshi Gupta, Consumer Member

Jocelind Julien, Consumer Member

ABSENT





ABSENT
Iyna Adams, OTR/L, CPAM



Grant Gerber, Board Counsel

GUESTS

Kristen Neville, Regulations Coordinator for Boards & Commission

Sharon Bloom, DHMH

Paula Hollinger, DHMH

1.  Ms. Stevenson chaired the Board meeting via a phone teleconference while Dr. Moghimi in

     addition to Anthony DeFranco, Board Counsel, attended a Case Resolution Conference 

     simultaneously during this timeframe.   Ms. Stevenson called the General Session meeting to 

     order at 10:23 a.m.

Ms. Stevenson read the following statement:  Except in instances when the Board of Occupational Therapy 

expressly invites public testimony, questions, comments, or other forms of public participation is otherwise 

authorized by law, no member of the public attending an open session may participate in the session.

2.  Ms. Julien motioned to approve the General Session agenda – August 16, 2013.  Mr. 

Kshepakaran seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

3.  Ms. Hughes motioned to approve the General Session Minutes.  Ms. Julien seconded the

     motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

REPORTS

1. The Office of the Attorney’s Generals office report was deferred until the next Board meeting.

2. Ms. Ashman stated that the military temporary personnel template would be posted on the Board’s website and used to inform applicants about the change.  The pages thereafter are the forms the Board office will have to identify and help the applicants.

3. Ms. Hughes and Mr. Kshepakaran noted that the continuing education reviews are being 

reviewed, and business is as usual.   

4. The Board had discussion of an email inquiry.  Ms. Ashman will send the draft response for 

review to Ms. Stevenson before distributing.

4a. The Board had discussion on an email correspondence.  Ms. Ashman will send a draft

       letter of response to the Board Counsel for review.  The draft letter will be brought back 

 to the next scheduled Board meeting. 

5. Ms. Ashman reported that the legislative audit of the Department is ongoing and the Board office has received no additional requests for information.

6. Ms. Ashman informed the Board that an e-blast was sent to licensees informing them of the 

      continuing education amendment, failure to pay the state taxes for child support and the 

      telemedicine position statement.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1.   Ms. Hughes will attend the Kinesiotherapy work group meeting on August 26, 2013.  

Ms. Neville, Regulations Coordinator, informed the Board that the Naturopaths work group 

meeting will be held on August 20, 2013 at 1:30 p.m.  Ms. Neville agreed to keep the Board

abreast with copies of the agenda and minutes from the Nautropaths workgroup  as they 

become available.

2.  Ms. Ashman informed the Board that funding is available to have a Maryland Board

      Workshop.  Ms. Ashman suggested having the Board workshop later in the fiscal year due to

the upcoming MOTA and NBCOT Annual Conferences.  This will allow the Board to work

on a substantive schedule.  The Board will have further discussion when the full board is in 

session to discuss the topics for the Annual Board Workshop.

3.  Ms. Ashman informed the Board that all members can attend the Annual American 

     Occupational Therapy Conference that will be held on April 3 – 6, 2014.  Ms. Hughes

      suggested that if the full board is able to attend the conference, the Board members should

     collaborate to cover as many topics during the conference as feasible.  

NEW BUSINESS

1.  Mr. Kshepakaran reported that 28 Occupational Therapists and 11 Occupational Therapy

     Assistants with a total of 39 to be ratified.  Ms. Hughes motioned to accept the applicants for 

     August.  Ms. Julien seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Kara Yutzy
Occupational Therapist

Jennifer Ashby – Reinstatement
Occupational Therapist

Meagen Barton – Reinstatement
Occupational Therapist 

Karissa Pavelka
Occupational Therapist

Bridget Marie Pettiford – Reinstatement
Occupational Therapist 

Derek Piggot
Occupational Therapist 

Jeanette Seitz
Occupational Therapist

Autumn Wade – Reinstatement
Occupational Therapist

Melynda Boyce
Occupational Therapist

Margaret Fries
Occupational Therapist

Carolyn Le
Occupational Therapist

Amber Simmons
Occupational Therapist

Stacy Weitz
Occupational Therapist

Renee Jones
Occupational Therapist

Susan Nadolny
Occupational Therapist

Oluwasola Aiyegbusi
Occupational Therapist

Gina Files
Occupational Therapist

Krystle Rumbaugh
Occupational Therapist

Ma. Ursula Lamoco
Occupational Therapist

Lisa O’Donnell – Reinstatement
Occupational Therapist

Sarah Sawyer – Reinstatement
Occupational Therapist

Danielle Scott
Occupational Therapist

Melanie Rae
Occupational Therapist

Mariella Zuniga
Occupational Therapist

Vashnishavi Tullary
Occupational Therapist 

Nicole Elisee-Schmidt
Occupational Therapist 

Rita Patterson – Reinstatement
Occupational Therapist

Total OT’s                                                       28                                                                                                         


Courtney Cahill
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Frances Cruz Sanyet
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Jill Stokes
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Joshua Young
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Jessamyn Abel
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Megan Heidt
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Pia Minard
Occupational Therapy Assistant

John Beck
Occupational Therapy Assistant

David Maletta
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Cara McDonald
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Salina McCoy
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Total OTA’s                                                     11
Occupational Therapy Assistant

2.  Ms. Ashman inquired to the Board if members will be participating in the upcoming MOTA

     Conference.  The Board agreed to conduct its presentation as in past years at the MOTA 

     Conference.  This agenda item will be placed on the next board meeting for follow-up with 

     Ms. Adams who will be presenting on behalf of the Board.

3.  Ms. Ashman informed the Board that NBCOT has announced a new course registry that

     maintains a catalog of continuing education courses.

4. Ms. Ashman informed the Board that the Telemedicine Position Statement is currently on the Board’s website.  Ms. Neville, Regulations Coordinator, informed the Board that a workgroup has formed that consist of two sides; technical and clinical workgroups.  The next meeting will be help on September 23, 2013.  The agenda and minutes will continue to be forwarded to the full Board.

5. Ms. Ashman will send an inquiry to the MOTA Conference Planner regarding the Board’s participation in this upcoming MOTA Conference.   Ms. Ashman will also contact Ms. Adams in the interim regarding planning for the MOTA Conference. 

ANNOUNCEMENT

1.   The Board had no announcements.

ADJOURNMENT

Pursuant to the Maryland Government Article, Section 10-508(a)(13),  Annotated Code of Maryland,  Ms. Stevenson adjourned the General Session meeting at 11:10 a.m.







Submitted by:



Marilyn Pinkney







Marilyn Pinkney, Licensing Coordinator   
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