Limiting access to lethal means Emergency Petition
to individuals at risk of dying by (EP) vs ERPO

suicide or interpersonal
violence saves lives. Here are
different strategies to limit
access to lethal means:

An EP is used when an individual is
experiencing a psychiatric crisis to determine
if the individual meets the requirements for
involuntary admission to a facility. A petition
can be made only if the petitioner has reason

to believe that
the individual:

- Has a diagnosable
mental disorder and,
- The individual presents a danger to the
LETHAL MEANS life or safety of the individual or
COUNSELING others

Law enforcement may remove
SAFE STORAGE firearms when collecting an
individual for emergency
evaluation, but they must
return them to the individual
after the evaluation if they are not
involuntary admitted.

An ERPO is based on behavioral risk factors
and prohibits respondents from purchasing
and possessing firearms and ammunition for
the duration of the order and requires
respondents to surrender their firearms and
ammunition to law enforcement.
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Frequently Asked
Questions:

Why is it important to talk about
firearms when discussing
suicide prevention?

Firearms account for 45% of all suicide
deaths in Maryland, though the
percentage varies by different
demographic groups. Firearms are the
most lethal suicide method — 85-90% of
suicide attempts by firearm are fatal.

What's the connection between firearms
and suicide risk?

Owning a firearm does not cause
suicidality, but owning a firearm can
increase suicide risk. Suicide crises are
often short-lived but powerful impulses.
75% of suicide attempts occur in less than
1 hour of making the decision to attempt.
Owning firearms increases a person'’s
access to lethal means if they do
experience a crisis.

If you restrict a person’s access to
firearms, won't they just use other means
to attempt suicide?

Research shows that method
substitution is an unlikely occurrence. The
majority of people have a preferred
method and will not substitute for a
different method if their preferred
method is unavailable. Even if a person
attempts suicide using a method other
than a firearm, their odds for survival are
much higher.
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Did You Know?

Access to a firearm in the home increases
the odds of suicide by 3 times.

For every 10 to 20 firearm removals under
Connecticut's and Indiana’s extreme risk
laws, approximately ONE life was saved
through an averted suicide.?

Similarly, Connecticut's and Indiana’s
extreme risk laws have been shown to
reduce firearm suicide rates in these states
by 14% and 7.5%, respectively.’

ERPO Case Example

In May 2019, Prince George's County
“sheriff's deputies placed a person into
custody and took them to a medical facility
for evaluation after an Emergency Petition
Service and ERPO were simultaneously
issued for that individual. Deputies
confiscated 40 firearms, 342 firearm
magazines and over 23,000 rounds of
ammunition from that person’s home.
Another 38 firearms and 1,600 rounds of
ammunition were surrendered to the
sheriff’s office on May 13.7#
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Prevent Firearm Suicide:
https:/preventfirearmsuicide.efsgv.org/interventions/relationship
CALM: Counseling on Access to Lethal Means

Suicide Prevention Resource Center access:
https:/;vww.sprc.org/resources-programs/calm-counseling-access-
fethal-means

A Health Intervention to
Reduce Gun Violence




