ISAAC HONG

Brandie Garry, L.Ac. Chair

Maryland State Board of Acupuncture
4201 Patterson Avenue

Baltimore, MD 21215-2299

Re: Permanent Surrender of License to Practice Acupuncture
Isaac Hong

License Number: U02112

Case Number: 25-09

Dear Ms. Garry and members of the Board,

Please be advised that, pursuant to Md. Code Ann., Health Occupations (“Health
Occ.”) § 1A-308, I have decided to PERMANENTLY SURRENDER my license to
practice acupuncture in the State of Maryland, License Number U02112, effective
immediately. I understand that upon surrender of my license, I may not give acupuncture
advice or treatment to any individual, with or without compensation, engage in the practice
of acupuncture, or otherwise assist or engage in the practice of acupuncture in the State
of Maryland as it is defined in the Maryland Acupuncture Act (the “Act”), Health Occ. §§
14-101 ef seq. and other applicable laws. In other words, as of the effective date of this
Permanent Letter of Surrender, I understand that the surrender of my license means that I
am in the same position as an unlicensed individual in the State of Maryland. I will notify
my current patients that I am no longer practicing acupuncture.

I'understand that this Permanent Letter of Surrender is a PUBLIC DOCUMENT,
and upon the Maryland State Board of Acupuncture’s (the “Board”) acceptance, becomes
a FINAL ORDER of the Board.

I acknowledge that on or about November 20, 2024, the Board initiated an
investigation of me after receiving a complaint from a detective from the Howard County
Police Department stating that she was investigating me for sexual assault against two
female patients. Subsequent investigation by the Board revealed that in 2024, I engaged in
a pattern of sexual misconduct against the two female patients. The sexual misconduct
included, but were not limited to, repeated inappropriate physical contacts with the two
female patients’ private body parts under the guise of acupuncture treatment. As a result,
on July 18, 2025, the Board summarily suspended my license to practice acupuncture in
Maryland. Moreover, on March 5, 2025, I was indicted in the Circuit Court for Howard
County Maryland on two counts of Assault in the Second Degree against the two female
patients that occurred under the guise of providing acupuncture treatment to them. On
August 4, 2025, I appeared before The Honorable Judge Stephanie P. Porter in the Circuit
Court for Howard County Maryland and pled guilty to both counts of Assault in the Second
Degree. I was sentenced to five years incarceration with all but 207 days suspended in
count one and five years incarceration fully suspended in count two, followed by five years
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of supervised probation. A copy of the Board’s Order for Summary Suspension of
License to Practice Acupuncture issued on July 18, 2025, is attached hereto and
incorporated herein.

I have decided to permanently surrender my license to practice acupuncture in the
State of Maryland to avoid prosecution of these allegations. I recognize that for all
purposes relevant to professional licensure these allegations shall be treated as proven.

I wish to make it clear that I have voluntarily, knowingly and freely chosen to
submit this Permanent Letter of Surrender to avoid the prosecution of the aforementioned
allegations.! I do not wish to contest these allegations. I understand that by executing this
Permanent Letter of Surrender I am waiving my right to contest any charges that would
have issued from the Board’s investigative findings in a formal evidentiary hearing at
which I would have had the right to counsel, to confront witnesses, to give testimony, to
call witnesses on my own behalf and all other substantive and procedural protections
provided by law, including the right to appeal to circuit court.

I understand that the Board will advise the National Practitioner Data Bank of this
Permanent Letter of Surrender. I also understand that in the event I would apply for
licensure in any form in any other state or jurisdiction that this Permanent Letter of
Surrender may be released or published by the Board to the same extent as a final order
that would result from disciplinary action, pursuant to Md. Code Ann., Gen. Prov. §§ 4-
101 et seq., and that this Permanent Letter of Surrender constitutes a disciplinary action by
the Board.

I further recognize and agree that by submitting this Permanent Letter of Surrender,
my license will remain permanently surrendered.

I acknowledge that I may not rescind this Permanent Letter of Surrender in part or
in its entirety for any reason whatsoever. Finally, I wish to make clear that I have been
advised of my right to be represented by an attorney of my choice throughout proceedings
before the Board, including the right to counsel with an attorney prior to signing this
Permanent Letter of Surrender. I understand both the nature of the Board’s actions and
this Permanent Letter of Surrender fully. I acknowledge that I understand and comprehend
the meaning and terms and effect of this Permanent Letter of Surrender, and I have had the
opportunity to utilize a language interpreter to assist me in communicating with my counsel
regarding my decision. I make this decision knowingly and voluntarily.

I received a copy of this letter translated to me in Korean and I have reviewed it.

! Upon the Board's acceptance of this permanent Letter of Surrender, 1 acknowledge that the Order for
Summary Suspension issued on July 18, 2025, and reaffirmed on August 4, 2025, is terminated as moot.
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Very truly yours,

Z/\,a"z%_’ %M

Isaac Hong

NOTARY

CITY/COUNTY OF GACY\W ¢ Ke

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on this 2 day of PE CEMBEY— 2025 before

me, a Notary Public of the City/County aforesaid, personally appeared Isaac Hong and
declared and affirmed under the penalties of perjury that the signing Qf this Letter of
e

JENNIFER LEIGH TUuLLY
Notary public - State of Marylang

Surrender was voluntary.
Baltimore County

AS WITNESS my hand and Notarial seal.

O fdan Liain UL

Notary Publis’/

My commission expires: \ ¢ ' 19 | a2l

ACCEPTANCE

On behalf of the Maryland State Board of Acupuncture, on thisday __ 22 of
, 2025, 1, Brandie Garry, L.Ac., accept the PUBLIC

December
PERMANENT SURRENDER of Isaac Hong’s license to practice acupuncture in the

State of Maryland.
- Y ﬂ’?/f_

Brandie Garry, DACM, Dipl. Ac

(NCCAOM), L.Ac.

Chair
Maryland State Board of Acupuncture

My Commission Expires Qct 19, 2026
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IN THE MATTER OF = BEFORE THE MARYLAND

ISAAC HONG, L.Aec. (& STATE BOARD OF
Respondent * ACUPUNCTURE

License Number: U02112 * Case Number: 25-09

* %* * * %* * %* %* %* %* % * %

ORDER FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION OF
LICENSE TO PRACTICE ACUPUNCTURE

The Maryland State Board of Acupuncture (the “Board”) hereby SUMMARILY
SUSPENDS the license of ISAAC HONG, L.Ac. (the “Respondent™), License Number
U02112, to practice acupuncture in the State of Maryland pursuant to the Maryland
Acupuncture Act (the “Act”), Md. Code Ann., Health Occupations (“Health Occ.”) §§
1A-101et seq. (2021 Repl. Vol. & 2024 Supp.). The Board takes such action pursuant to
its authority under Md. Code Ann., State Government (“State Gov’t”) § 10-226(c)(2)
(2024 Repl. Vol. & 2024 Supp.), concluding that the public health, safety, or welfare
imperatively requires emergency action. In addition, the Board takes such action pursuant
to its authority under Md. Code Regs. (“COMAR”) 10.26.04.07, concluding that there is
substantial likelihood that the Respondent poses a risk of harm to the public health,

safety, or welfare.

INVESTIGATIVE FINDINGS

Based on information received by, and made known to the Board, and the

investigatory information obtained by, received by and made known to and available to



the Board, including the instances described below, the Board has reason to believe that

the following facts are true: '

BACKGROUND

1. At all times relevant herein, the Respondent was and is licensed to practice
acupuncture in the State of Maryland. The Respondent was originally licensed to practice
acupuncture in Maryland on November 12, 2013, under License Number U02112. The
Respondent’s license is active and expires on November 30, 2025.

2. At all times relevant herein, the Respondent practiced acupuncture at a
private practice (the “Practice”), which he owned, in Ellicott City, Maryland.

COMPLAINT

3. On November 20, 2024, the Board received a complaint (the “Complaint”)
from a police detective from the Howard County Police Department, who advised that
she was investigating the Respondent for sexual assault against two female patients,
(“Patients 1 and 2””), which occurred on or about and in between January 1, 2024, and
July 31, 2024.

4, The Complaint provided the police incident report number but did not

include the actual police reports because the case was “open.”

BOARD INVESTIGATION

5. The Board was advised that the criminal investigation had concluded on

December 31, 2024.

! The statements regarding the investigative findings are intended to provide the Respondent with notice
of the basis of the suspension. They are not intended as, and do not necessarily represent, a complete
description of the evidence, either documentary or testimonial, to be offered against the Respondent in
connection with this matter.

20f7



6. After being advised that the criminal investigation had concluded, the
Board initiated an investigation of the Respondent. At the start of the Board’s
investigation, the Board investigator met with the Respondent at a residence in Silver
Spring, Maryland. Through a Korean interpreter, the Respondent provided the Board
investigator with the District Court of Maryland for Howard County Statement of
Charges dated December 23, 2024, charging him with two counts of second-degree
assault and two counts of fourth-degree sex offense against Patients 1 and 2.

7. The Respondent also provided a Treatment Summary for Patients 1 and 2.

8. During the meeting, the Respondent explained that he practices alternative
medicine, and he uses acupuncture principles related to women’s health, pain
management, and neurological conditions. He stated, in part, that the treatment involved
physical contact with the breast and vaginal area, but that the vaginal contact was
external and did not involve direct or internal contact.

Patient 1

9. On February 26, 2025, the Board investigator conducted a telephone
interview with Patient 1.” Patient 1 stated that a mutual acquaintance introduced her to the
Respondent and referred her to the Practice where the Respondent treated her twice per
week.

10.  Patient 1 sought treatment from the Respondent due to numbness
and tingling in her legs and hands. The Respondent diagnosed her with having a stroke.
He also told her without his continued treatment her health was at risk, and she would

pass out.

2 The interview was conducted in Korean and translated to English by a certified interpreter.
30f7



11.  Approximately one month after the first appointment, the Respondent
touched Patient 1°s nipples, skin and “private parts.” He also used acupuncture needles on
her vagina.

12.  Patient 1 told the Respondent about her frequent nighttime urination. The
Respondent treated her by rubbing her vaginal area while she tightened her stomach. The
Respondent explained to her that her symptoms were caused by lack of sex.

13.  Patient 1 disclosed an incident where the Respondent performed “cupping”
on her back and shoulder blade areas. During this incident, Patient 1 wore only
underwear, and the Respondent removed it and massaged her buttocks.

14.  Patient 1 disclosed another incident when she was laying down and her
hand was out while the Respondent moved around to treat her. The Respondent told her
that her hand touched his penis. He also told her he had a big penis.

15.  The Respondent routinely touched her breasts over the course of several
months and claimed to check for lumps and possible breast cancer. At the end of
treatment sessions, the Respondent often hooked her bra for her without her asking for
assistance and then asked her to hug him.

Patient 2

16.  On February 7, 2025, the Board investigator conducted a recorded
telephone interview with Patient 2. She sought treatment from the Respondent to alleviate
numbness in her extremities after undergoing brain surgery.

17. A mutual acquaintance referred Patient 2 to the Respondent, and Patient 2

saw him regularly on Friday afternoons from April 2024 through September 2024.

4 of 7



18. During Patient 2’s second appointment, the Respondent inserted
acupuncture needles and continued to touch her body, including her breasts.

19. During a subsequent appointment, the Respondent made sexually
inappropriate comments about the size of his penis. He also squeezed her nipple and
asked her if it felt good.

20.  The Respondent told Patient 2 without his continued treatment for at least
one year she was at risk for a stroke. The Respondent also made threats that if Patient 2
did not take the “medication” he provided and continue with regular treatment, she would
likely have a stroke. Out of fear and concern for her health, Patient 2 continued to see the
Respondent.

Respondent’s Former Emplovee

21.  On or about February 10, 2025, the investigator conducted a recorded
interview with the Respondent’s former employee at the practice from December 2023 to
October 2024 (the “Former Employee”).? The Former Employee characterized the
Respondent as a former mentor.

22. The Former Employee stated that she assisted the Respondent, but he refused
to allow her in the examination room when he treated single females. To keep her from
entering the room, the Respondent often told the Former Employee that the female
patients disliked her.

23.  The Former Employee heard the Respondent make sexual comments about
female patients. The Former Employee also heard the Respondent tell patients they

would suffer a stroke without his treatment.

% The Former Employee has been licensed to practice acupuncture in Maryland since 2014.
50f7



CONCLUSION OF LAW

Based on the foregoing investigative findings, the Board finds that the public
health, safety, or welfare imperatively requires emergency action in this case pursuant to
Md. Code Ann., State Govt. § 10-226 (c)(2) (2021 Repl. Vol.).

In addition, the Board concludes as a matter of law that there is a substantial
likelihood that the Respondent poses a risk of harm to the public health, safety, or
welfare, pursuant to COMAR 10.26.04.07.

ORDER
Based on the foregoing, it is by a majority of the Board considering this case:

ORDERED that pursuant to the authority vested by Md. Code Ann., State Gov’t §
10-226 (c)(2) (2021 Repl. Vol.), the Respondent’s license to practice acupuncture in the
State of Maryland under License Number U02112, is hereby SUMMARILY
SUSPENDED:; and it is further

ORDERED that during the course of the summary suspension of his license, the
Respondent shall not practice acupuncture in the State of Maryland; and it is further

ORDERED that in accordance with Md. Code Reg. 10.26.04.07, a
post-deprivation show cause hearing on the summary suspension of the Respondent’s
license will be held virtually via Google Meet on WEDNESDAY, JULY 30, 2625, at
10:00 A.M., at the Board’s offices located at 4201 Patterson Avenue, Baltimore,
Maryland 21215-0095: and it is further

ORDERED that at the conclusion of the post-deprivation hearing before the
Board, the Respondent, if dissatisfied with the result of the hearing, may request within
ten (10) days an evidentiary hearing, such hearing to be set within fort-five (45) days of

the request: and it is further

6 of 7



ORDERED that on presentation of this Order, the Respondent SHALL
SURRENDER to the Board, the following items:

(1) The Respondent’s original Maryland Licensed Acupuncture License U02112;

(2) The Respondent’s wallet card and wallet license;

(3) Any other documentation of licensure from the Board; and it is further
ORDERED that this Order for Summary Suspension shall remain in effect and
the summary suspension of the Respondent’s license to practice as a Licensed
Acupuncturist in the State of Maryland License Number U02112 shall continue
until further Order of the Board; and it is further

ORDERED that this is an Order of the Board and as such is a PUBLIC

RECORD pursuant to Md. Code Ann., Gen. Prov. § 4-101 ef seq.(2021 Repl. Vol.).

July, 18, 2025 Erandic ﬂm‘]") Board, (luair

Date Brandie B. Garry-Armijo,
DACM, Dipl. Ac NCCAOM), L.Ac.
Board Chair
Maryland State Board of Acupuncture

7 of 7



A2 N BELES

o}o] %} £, L.Ac. * e
A4l * H43 glo] Al 2

W3 002112 * A} ¥H5.:25-09

* * * * * * * * * * * * *

A% w8l Zal A 9o

YA F= AL YA esn= e AL HE") Md. Code Ann., Health Occupations

(“Health Occ.”) §§ 1A-101et seg. (2021 Repl. Vol. & 2024 Supp.)oll we}, WH AT Fof| A ofo] 2} Z(ISAAC

HONG), LAc.("H4%IMe] A=S Adsts Bs(ds] WE U112 FA] ZATUH. 2Ads=

HYA=F HE T AE(State Government) § 10-226(c)(2) (20243 A2 2 20243 F7HE)ol w2 A el

BN

wg} olej g X2 HotH, TF B, od EE XS 98] 17 A7 Erlvsitn wusgsUth

i

il

T3 5= HNEHE AHZE(“COMAR”) 10.26.04.0701 [HE B0 2HEHH o] s A& FHotH,

3
2
ol
rO
=S
of
ol
o
[
rO
2l
"
rlr
A

Aol & 714 HPol drkaL ZEAAHY

o

40
[0
tob
rir
%
&
=
Rl
ue
=
it
o,
o
!
o
{0
fou
2,
2L
it
s
&
é‘
o
i
PN
el
o
f
i
R
oft
jo
frtt



shed Thg Abao] Abol e

<

ofol] dE At E £

#3t
il
o] &
T

1 TR 3] o o
LG o i+ 5
Boom 4 ¥
o~ .= - %
M= B -
x5 T3 T
S ~ M
onE <« 5
o w2 e n
ol ‘w‘_ mlL o< m ,_.a
P w T T ~ %
b om o W %_. Hr
e X n %0
T M G < %
= N - m o
T I =
b By PN
I < | &
wE . oW
= @ B R
ol = .Ww ' i ™
AL = T T
R G BT
,N._ ,.._H‘_ L._ J ._.%w ,m‘w_ ™ ,_Wﬁ
=) @ K ' bt
TR g 0 Moux
T oM o X T (N
T RO W
X OR o oo o k2
- I GG
ol <o CilA
o BO® U & &
7 ™ dl Moo< ek
A S E
™ % = W o @
il A =
oM oo T m E
TR R ﬂ m <
' N i el
of W 5 =
CO 4 .o
T
S
=)
o

B
Al
7N

of A

fLN

j~
ahof AR Al A A A E

Hof e, AR o] " g Fro| 7] o

%=
Wz $A71 2024 12€ 3199 225 AT

L

R

9143




]
—
ol

o
el

K

a

)
o

G

oF

ol
ul

rin

)
"

o}

W Fat 2
4929 2L gD o 498 x2Ane o

A= s

E
F2F 15} g2} 2o ek 2

1 9 93] ZAL) A 202413 12€ 2394} ||

=15
H

3l 717l =

bt om,

3|

i

AT} 4 42 W) 2230] 7|5 o]

o2

Bh
-

A& gok2E & ATHFHT

iy

g2; 137424 of

e
ARde EF

"

Tor

8.

R R ERREE

i

20253 2€ 269, 9

9.

==
=

l

12402 A

B

U

H
KA

ars
=]

18] A%o] A=A I BE = AT

Jolz AR

o ERDEC R e




&

11.

A

T ER e Ao 3

ol
o

ﬂ_ﬁ.o

B

Al
(e
‘mo

13.

mhA) g U o,

=%
=

dH ol

‘_——_]:-]L

[o]
A=

mf o] Wre® 1te}

B

"

4718 7422

FUT 28 E9 26l A Apalo] 2

3

=i 3
=

A8 44710l ekt

ol

o
]
e
£}

15.

"

™

o
o

3 2 A A

g 25

ok

=y

AyEUG, 24

A HE 4

iy

Gl

=

o

ol
L

2024'd 4¥FE 20243 9L 7}A]

iC=
LU

Aol Al 243, &3 2

g

/‘\_]_7

B

=
=

@\l

17.



ojn
Mo
o

ayrd

w
on
=

el

el
S
_
4o
pral
o}
o

%o

N

)

~
B

18.

il

5

22 B4

nok
e

A 27h Ao AFE

19 d 29l

S

=]
=

A

240

20233 12956 20243 108717 & 21

At

=

10874,

21.

_](nﬁ

()
24l

il

FRBEY.

g o 297t
3l

|5

2] 9)

R
Kl

KN
=

< 94

lal

22.

%

il

[

==
]

Bl

golon ¥

Y7t AR

M

A&

ar
=

dojein

s°l aU1E

ANA 4 E=}

B

Z_I

23.

o
oS

Ji

ofy

{|m

i

12201413518 mF Aol A

% 29

=

3




O AFE ZAL AHE Bl o HUIE HEHE HA F N F(State Government) § 10-226(c)(2)

“

2
>
!
rlr
Jz
)
il
“
do
o
™
il
BN
N
—_
T
=
'
=
1=
ko
ol
S5
ra)
Rl

2021 CHAI=)0l T2t o] APAdA 35 BA, 9

aagych.

TF 993E HAHE FHE(COMAR) 10.26.04.079] utel malAele] F5 BA, +d &

Aest HE4S utg o= 943 Fitof gteko) upet Ao
HZA= ¥ F HXH(State Government) § 10-226 (c)(2) (2021 Repl. Vol)UiI SO E HSt0l Uhet,
HB A= TN &S T 5 e AU @5 (S B S U02112)= o] 22X FA] FA Pt =3t

BEIUT B A FA 7 T FAHRJAL ABAEFAN JeE Al ¢ UL

Hoh A= FAE (Code Reg.) 10.26.04.0700 whek, A1 Q1 9) W3] oF2] A =|of o 3 ubgd
T o]f AAl A2 2025€ 7€ 308 F£2Y 23 10A]9] 4201 Patterson Avenue, Baltimore, Maryland
21215-0095°1 €A 3 2| & 3| AFF-2 ol A Google Meet2 53l 713 o2 7| F ) 3

BHEUch 4o v T Aert #d & galigle] Al ARl vbEstA] Rt A9 10Y
oluie FA ANYE AT F len, 1 Av S Y2 RE 459 oo =5 FY o T3



CHRI2)ell

20251 79 18%

)
3)

BTk o] WYol AN AARAL TS T2 91980 wsfor Gy,
32174919 2 A= W P& W (Uo2112);
S99 A% FhE R A ol A2

ARsle) s W BE B YA £, FRSLICH o] 29 X FHL A% FEa,

A= w3 A3 vezn2zE dEdE FAHA FeA He] 4 AR = AL 7t

oo g WA fAAI £,

HEBLICL o] AL Y432 HHo|r HY W= ¥ Lt FE(General Provisions) § 4-101 S(2021H

2 3% 715gLUd.

Brandic Qrmie, Board (fair

it

Bt} B. Alg]-o}2 7] Z(Brandie B. Garry-Armijo),
DACM, Dipl. AcNCCAOM), L.Ac.

PR3 T

=T He 94



