
What is Lung Cancer? 

The lungs are two spongy organs that send oxygen throughout your blood stream to the rest of your body. Lung 
cancer is the uncontrolled growth of tissue cells in the lungs.1 

 
Did You Know? 

You may be qualified to receive a no cost lung cancer screening! 

 Are you over 50? 
 Do you smoke or have you quit smoking in the past 15-20 years? 
 Do you have a family  history of lung cancer and/or a personal history of 

lung cancer or lung disease such as COPD or pulmonary fibrosis? 
 Have you been exposed to asbestos or radon at work or home? 
 Are you uninsured or underinsured? 

If you answered yes to one or more of these questions, contact  Allegany County Health Department at  
301-759-5083 to learn more about how you can get screened for lung cancer! 

Fact: 

The American Cancer Society estimates that 4,020 people in  
Maryland will be diagnosed with lung cancer in 2017. Out of 
those people, 2,630 people will die.4 

What Are The Risk Factors for  
Developing Lung Cancer?2 

 Smoking is the #1 cause of lung cancer. Around 80-
90% of lung cancer is caused by smoking. 

 Exposure to second-hand smoke– Around 7,300 
people will die each year from breathing in second 
hand smoke. 

 Exposure to asbestos and radon. 
 Personal and family history of lung cancer. 

 A hoarse voice 
 Unexplained weight loss and loss of appetite 
 Feeling tired or weak 
 Reoccurring infections like bronchitis or pneumonia 

What Are The Symptoms of  Lung Cancer?2 

Often lung cancer is growing in our bodies long before any symptoms show up. Catching lung cancer early by 
getting screened before you have symptoms is one of the most important things you can do. 

 

 New cough that won’t go away  
 Chest pain that hurts when you breathe, laugh or cough 
 Coughing up blood, rust colored spit/phlegm 
 Shortness of breath or wheezing 

What You Need To Know About Lung Cancer 

Fact: 

Lung cancer kills more people every year than breast, prostate, 
and colorectal cancer combined!3 
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